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Mount Olive is a welcoming and inclusive congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (ELCA), serving our neighbors in Rochester, Minnesota. Our core identity is lived out in
four ways: Worship, Service, Education, and Fellowship.
Mount Olive’s Welcome Statement:
“We trust that God calls Mount Olive Lutheran Church to a ministry of reconciliation. We
embrace as a gift the diversity of our neighborhood and the world, and we extend God’s
hospitality by welcoming, hearing, and treasuring: All gender identities and sexual orientations
All races and ethnicities All ages and abilities All economic statuses and education levels
All faith journeys and personal histories As Christ welcomes all, we too welcome the full
inclusion of all people into the life, ministry, and sacraments of Mount Olive, joining in a journey
toward greater love, understanding, and mutual respect.”

About Worship at Mount Olive Lutheran:
Welcome Center
As you leave the Sanctuary, directly to the right, you’ll find the Welcome Desk. Please stop by to
introduce yourself and ask any questions you may have about Mount Olive. Please talk to an usher if
you would like a large print bulletin or a hearing assistance device. Feel free to contact Nancy Britson,
Director of Congregational Life if you have further questions.
Child Care
During the 10:30 am service, childcare for infants through 4 years old is available in the Mount Olive
nursery, located at the end of the front entry hall. Pagers are available for communication.
Communion
We celebrate Holy Communion each week. All are welcome to the Lord’s Supper. If you choose to
come forward, please cup your hands to receive a wafer. You are then invited to take a small cup of
red wine or white grape juice from the tray or dip your wafer into the divided chalice of red wine and
white grape juice. Gluten free wafers are available upon request; please verbally indicate your choice
to the server. Leave your empty cup in the basket provided.
The Lord’s Prayer
While we have only one version of the Lord’s prayer printed in the bulletin, everyone is invited to say
it aloud in any language or version of their choosing. We encourage opening the prayer with an
image of God that is comforting and life-giving for you, including Our Mother, Our Father, Holy One,
or Creator, to name a few.
Creeds
When we recite creeds in worship, we are connected across time and place with the multitudes who
have recited the same or similar words. We use different creeds from week to week as a way to
acknowledge there are many different ways of expressing that in which we put our trust. Try not to
think of creeds as a line in the sand – you’re in, or you’re out. Rather, think of it as a time to be
curious, and to place trust outside yourself and what you can comprehend.
Video Recording
8:00 am services are recorded and published on YouTube. Note that parishioners will not generally
appear in the recording unless seated in the front rows of the sanctuary. You can find the services at
www.youtube.com/MountOliveELCA.

Page 2

GATHERING
Prelude
Welcome and Announcements
Call to worship (Please stand as you are able.)
P: We begin this Rally Sunday confident that the Spirit has called us together.
Let us invite God's Spirit to be present with us today.
C: Come, Holy Spirit - among us, beside us, within us. Amen.
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:

The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork.
Teach us your ways, O God.
Take knowledge rather than gold, for all that you may desire cannot compare with wisdom.
Teach us your ways, O God.
Know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge,
so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
C: Teach us your ways, O God.
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, you give wisdom and knowledge. Help us to grow in all that is
good. Support all who teach and all who learn, that together we may know and follow your
ways; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
Gathering Hymn

“Be Thou My Vision”

ELW #793

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
thou my best thought both by day and by night, waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.
2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord.
Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r,
raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow'r.
3 Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise, thou mine inheritance, now and always:
thou and thou only, the first in my heart, great God of heaven, my treasure thou art.
4 Light of my soul, after victory won, may I reach heaven's joys, O heaven's Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be my vision, O Ruler of all.
Apostolic Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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Hymn of Praise

“Worthy is Christ”
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Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray.
C: God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another. Keep
our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the grace
revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Please be seated.

WORD
The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
First Reading
L: Word of God, Word of life,
C: Thanks be to God.

1 Timothy 2:1-7 (NRSV) pew Bible pg. 963
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Psalm 113
Refrain
sung by
congregation
Congregation
sings alternate
(bold) verses.
L: Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants | of the LORD; praise the name | of the LORD.
C: 2Let the name of the | LORD be blessed,
from this time forth for- | evermore.
L: 3From the rising of the sun to its | going down let the name of the | LORD be praised.
C: 4The LORD is high a- | bove all nations,
God's glory a- | bove the heavens.
Refrain
L: 5Who is like the | LORD our God, who sits en- | throned on high,
C: 6but stoops | to behold
the heavens | and the earth?
L: 7The LORD takes up the weak out | of the dust and lifts up the poor | from the ashes,
C: 8enthroning them | with the rulers,
with the rulers | of the people.
L: 9The LORD makes the woman of a | childless house
to be a joyful mother of children. | Hallelujah! Refrain
Children’s Moment
Gospel Acclamation

Blessing of Teachers, Students, and Backpacks
(Please stand.)

Gospel
P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

Luke 16:1-13 (NRSV) pew Bible pg. 851
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Sermon

“Imagining Discipleship”

Pastor Glenn Monson

A moment of silence follows the sermon

Hymn of the Day (Please stand.)

“Soli Deo Gloria”

ELW #878

1 O God of blessings, all praise to you!
Your love surrounds us
our whole life through.
You are the freedom of those oppressed;
you are the comfort of all distressed.
Come now, O holy and welcome guest:
Soli Deo gloria! Soli Deo gloria!

4

All praise for Jesus, best gift divine
through word and witness,
in bread and wine;
incarnate love song of boundless grace,
priest, teacher, prophet in time and space,
your steadfast kindness with human face:
Soli Deo gloria! Soli Deo gloria!

2 All praise for prophets,
through grace inspired
to preach and witness with hearts on fire.
Your Spirit chooses the weak and small
to sing the new reign where mighty fall;
with them may we live your gospel call:
Soli Deo gloria! Soli Deo gloria!

5

A billion voices in one great song,
now soft and gentle,
now deep and strong,
in ev'ry culture and style and key,
from hill and valley, with sky and sea,
with Christ we praise you eternally:
Soli Deo gloria! Soli Deo gloria!

“Soli Deo Gloria” Words & music © 1999 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727717. All rights reserved.

Confession of Faith
P: We confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.
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Intercessory Prayers
L: As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.
L: God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
(Please share a sign of God’s peace with one another.)

MEAL
Please be seated.

Gathering of Gifts & Offerings
Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” We know that when we give an
offering, we are doing more than supporting the work of the church; we are also revealing what we have
a heart for, what we believe in. As we give, our hearts turn more and more to God.

Offertory
Offertory Response (Please stand.) “What Should I Give You, O God?”

Offering Prayer
P: Let us pray:
C: Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gifts a
banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ,
who sets a table for all. Amen.
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The Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places...
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Eucharistic Prayer and Words of Institution
God is made known to us through a variety of names and images. You are encouraged to use language of your
choosing for the Lord’s Prayer, including the way you address God.

The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

P: Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see. All are welcome here!
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Please be seated.
All are welcome to the Lord’s Supper. If you choose to come forward, please cup your hands to receive a wafer.
You are then invited to take a small cup of red wine or white grape juice from the tray, or you may dip your wafer
in the red wine or the white grape juice in the chalice. Gluten free wafers are available upon request;
please verbally indicate your choice to the server. Leave your empty cup in the basket provided.

Agnus Dei

Communion Hymn

“Word of God”

“Let Us Break Bread”

ELW #471

1 Let us break bread together on our knees;
let us break bread together on our knees.

2 Let us drink wine together on our knees;
let us drink wine together on our knees.
Refrain

Refrain
When I fall on my knees,
with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.

3 Let us praise God together on our knees;
let us praise God together on our knees.
Refrain
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“Come, Let us Eat”
ELW #491
1 Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread, 3 In Jesus' presence now we meet and rest,
come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread.
in Jesus' presence now we meet and rest.
Our Lord's body let us take together,
In the presence of our Lord we gather,
our Lord's body let us take together.
in the presence of our Lord we gather.
2 Come, let us drink,
for now the wine is poured,
come, let us drink,
for now the wine is poured.
Jesus' blood poured let us drink together,
Jesus' blood poured let us drink together.

4 Rise, then, to spread abroad
God's mighty word,
rise, then, to spread abroad
God's mighty word.
Jesus risen will bring in the kingdom,
Jesus risen will bring in the kingdom.

“Come Let Us Eat” Words © 1978 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Music © 1972 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Used by permission
under ONE LICENSE #A-727717. All rights reserved.

Post Communion Blessing (Please stand.)
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C: Amen.
Prayer after Communion
P: God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with bread for the
journey. Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy;
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.

SENDING
Benediction
P: God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and peace.
And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and love.
C: Amen.
Sending Hymn
“This Little Light of Mine”
ELW #677
1

This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

(Repeat 3 times)

2

Ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

(Repeat 3 times)

3

Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

(Repeat 3 times)

Dismissal
L: Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
C: Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Congregational prayers for healing and comfort …




All Homebound Members
Mount Olive members and friends who are ill, grieving, or recovering from surgery.
Our companions in ministry in Kijota, Tanzania and Bogota, Colombia. We pray that the
Spirit would accompany them every day in their ministry, their learning, and their living.
Inspire them to bring the gospel to many.
 Our country, as we wrestle with the divisions among us, be they political, economic, racial,
or otherwise. Give us resolve to overcome our divisions and to see each other as persons
made in your image.
 The people of Somalia who are facing famine, and the people of Pakistan, homeless and
dying, inundated by rains that will not stop. Come to their aid, O God, and make us agents
of your care.
 Refugees and residents of Ukraine, both fleeing from and enduring the horrors of war.
Protect and strengthen those who fight, and give success to those who continue to seek
peace.

Flowers are given to the glory of God by…
Mark and Stephanie Pasch celebrating their 34th wedding anniversary.
Worship Participants

Sunday 8:00 am

Preaching
Presiding Minister
Organist/Pianist
Assisting Minster
Lector
Greeter
Ushers
Communion Assistant
Welcome Desk

Rev. Dr. Glenn Monson
Rev. Luke Hollander
Deacon Travis Beck
Tom Rigby
Jerry Wollenburg
Sharon Parker
Lowell Ridgeway
Vicky Achor
Nancy Britson

Altar Guild

Jill Lundberg

Worship Volunteers Needed
Worship volunteers are needed for
services in September. Please visit the
Welcome Desk following worship or
sign up using the Sign Up Genius link:
www.signupgenius.com/
go/20f0449a5a92aa1fb6-mount1 .
You may also contact Nancy Britson to
sign up or if you have any questions
or need training—nancy@molive.org.
Thank you!

Welcome, Worship Guests!
Thank you for joining us for worship today. You are always welcome.
You may also visit our website, www.molive.org, to learn about other ways you can be part of life at Mount Olive. You can sign up there
to receive our weekly email updates which contain information about upcoming events as
well as links to the weekly online services, newsletters, and lots more.

Sunday Forums Return This Week!
Sunday Forums are presented each week in the in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 am beginning
Sunday, September 18. Do you love to learn about the intersection between life and faith?
Each week, we enjoy a discussion lead by a guest speaker, a Mount Olive member or staff
person, or even a whole panel of people. Grab a cup of coffee and a treat and join in!
• Sunday, September 18 - Courtney Dugstad, Executive Director of Next Chapter Ministries,
one of our mission partners serving those recently incarcerated and their families.
• Sunday , September 25 - Julie McLaren, Mount Olive member and Rochester Public
Schools Educator, presents on the Community Schools program in Rochester

Deacon Travis Beck Marks Five Years on Staff
Travis joined the Mount Olive staff in September, 2017 as our Director
of Worship, Music, and Arts. For the past five years, he has shared his
many gifts and talents with our congregation, enhancing our services
in innumerable ways. Please congratulate Travis, and make a point to
thank him for his many contributions to Mount Olive.
A note about the new liturgy: Last fall, we introduced some new music I’d written for
the liturgy. Today, we’re trying out some new words for “This is the Feast” and “Lamb of
God.” The purpose is to explore non-violent alternatives to the usual “sacrificial lamb”
metaphor that we are used to singing in worship. I’ll go into more detail on this at an
adult forum in January, but in the meantime, I’d love to hear what you think! -Travis

Next Sunday’s Readings:
Amos 6:1a, 4-7
Warnings to those
who are comfortable
or wealthy

Psalm 146
The Lord gives justice
to those who are oppressed.

1 Timothy 6:6-19
Eager to be rich or eager
to pursue richness of
God’s justice?

Luke 16:19-31
Story of poor Lazarus and
the wealthy man

Sunday School, Backpack Blessing, and Picnic Lunch September 18
We’ll kick the Sunday School year off with a big Rally Day event this Sunday, September 18.
Starting at 9:15am on the front lawn there will be: LIVE MUSIC, BALLOON ANIMALS, FACE
PAINTING, CARNIVAL GAMES and SUNDAY SCHOOL
REGISTRATION for all children 3 years old - 6th
grade. Everyone is encouraged to stay for outdoor
worship at 10:30 am, which will include a backpack
blessing, followed by a free picnic lunch provided
for all! Students are encouraged to bring their backpack or book bag to Outdoor Worship (10:30am) for
a special blessing. Sunday School will continue on
the first and third Sundays of the month.

Sunday Fellowship Help Needed
This fall, we will once again offer fellowship time following both services. Jill Lundberg, the
new Sunday Fellowship Coordinator, will be coordinating these coffee fellowship times.
Volunteers will be needed each week to help Jill so that we can continue to offer these
expanded fellowship opportunities. Please see the sign up poster in the entry to help with
serving, washing coffee cups, or providing treats! Contact jill@molive.org with questions.

This Week at Mount Olive
Sunday, September 18
Fall Worship Schedule Begins
8:00a - Worship Service
9:00a – Coffee Fellowship
9:15a – Rally Sunday
9:15a - Sunday Forum
10:30a - Worship Service
11:30a – Picnic Lunch
4:00p - Al-Anon Meetings
Monday, September 19
5:30p - Olive Branch Movie Night
6:30p - Scout Court of Honor
Tuesday, September 20
7:30a - Hiawatha Homes
9:30a - Staff Meeting
7:00p - Miriam Circle

Wednesday, September 21
6:30p - Zoom Bible Study
6:30p - Confirmation
7:30p - Mount Olive Choir
Thursday, September 22
9:00a - Mount Olive Quilters
10:00a - Pastor Glenn Bible Study
6:30p - Rachel Circle
7:00p - In the Process Al-Anon
7:00p - Cub Scout Meetings
7:15p - Glory Bells
8:15p - Mount Olive Brass
Friday, September 23
9:30a - Mary Circle

Saturday, September 24
8:30a - Men’s Discipleship
9:00a - How Al-Anon Works
9:00a - Altar Guild Meeting/Setup
7:30p - Lyra Baroque Orchestra
Concert
Sunday, September 25
8:00a - Worship Service
9:00a - Coffee Fellowship
9:15a - Sunday Forum
10:30a - Worship Service
11:30a - Coffee Fellowship
4:00p - Al-Anon Meetings
5:30p - Olive Branch Artist Studio

Olive Branch Movie Night Returns
It’s Movie Night at Olive Branch Church! (We do meet in a theater after all!) Come to the
Gray Duck Theater, 619 6th Ave. NW, on Monday, September 19 for The Princess Bride.
Doors open at 5:30 pm, so you can come early and grab some snacks. The movie starts on
the big screen at 6:00 pm and we’ll wrap up by ~7:45 pm.

Olive Branch Artist Studio
*with Alcohol Inks tutorial*
Sunday, September 25, 5:30 – 8:00 pm The Artist Studio is making a come-back! Join
us for an Open Studio on Sunday, September 25 – bring your own project to work on, or
use our supplies to try something new. For anyone interested, at 6:00 pm we will offer a
tutorial on how to make beautiful greeting cards with Alcohol Inks. All supplies provided.
Suggested donation: $5. Contact Pastor Lisa with questions, and register on Eventbrite so
we can plan for you: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/open-artist-studio-with-alcohol-inks
-tutorial-tickets-404695684687

Fall Bible Study with Pastor Glenn
Pastor Glenn’s 6-week Bible study around the issue of estrangement began recently, but it’s
not too late to join in. The studies will be held on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom, and
Thursdays in the church library in-person at 10:30 a.m. See Nancy Britson in the church
office for a book and more details.

Sign Up Today for Fellowship Tables
Fellowship Tables are a casual, “no agenda” way to gather to share a meal with friends,
new and old. Now is the time to sign up for one of these fun groups! Stop by the table in
the entry today to fill out a registration form. Here’s how it works: Interested individuals,
adult couples or singles, are divided into groups of seven to nine that meet three or more
times during the program year to share a meal and fellowship in homes or restaurants.
These groups are a great way to branch out, meet new people, and bond with long-time
friends without a huge time commitment. Please indicate your preference for a home or
restaurant group on your registration form. Please return your forms to the box on the
table by October 9. Each group will have a volunteer organize their first meeting. Direct
any questions to Nancy Britson (nancy@molive.org)

A Note of Thanks
A big thanks to those of you that participated in “God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday. Whether
you built a bird house, rolled bandages, made a fleece animal toy, brought a canned good
for the Youth Center, or made a financial contribution, you made a positive impact. It was
great to see so many of you serving creation, our community, and the world. Thanks again!

Welcome New Members!
We were pleased to welcome several new members last Sunday, September 11. If you
missed meeting them, new member brochures are available in the office along with updated Mount Olive Directories. Please contact Nancy in the church office for a digital copy.

Family Fellowship Potluck September 28
We want our Mount Olive families to feel welcome and
connected. On Wednesday, September 28, 6:00 - 8:00 pm, we
will host a family potluck outside and in the Fellowship Hall to
help us stay connected to one another. There will be some time for fellowship and some
loosely structured time to talk about the future of CYF Ministry at Mount Olive. We will have
child care for the younger youth between 7:00 and 8:00 pm so adults can be engaged in the
conversation. Please come and bring a dish to share as we strengthen this essential ministry
at Mount Olive. Visitors encouraged. Please sign up at the Rally Sunday registration table
today or let Pastor Luke know if you can attend or have questions - luke@molive.org.

Mount Olive Staff
Rev. Dr. Glenn Monson
Rev. Lisa Janke
Rev. Luke Hollander
Deacon Travis Beck
Richard Bruxvoort-Colligan
Bill Hollander
Nancy Britson
Carrie Fletcher

Senior Pastor
glenn@molive.org
Associate Pastor of Outreach
lisa@molive.org
Associate Pastor of Children, Youth, and Family luke@molive.org
Director of Worship, Music, and Arts
travis@molive.org
Cantor of Olive Branch
richard@molive.org
Congregational Administrator
bill.h@molive.org
Director of Congregational Life
nancy@molive.org
Director of Service and Social Outreach
carrie@molive.org
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