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Mount Olive is a welcoming and inclusive congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA), serving our neighbors in Rochester, Minnesota. Our core identity is lived out in 

four ways: Worship, Service, Education, and Fellowship. 
 

Mount Olive’s Welcome Statement: 
“We trust that God calls Mount Olive Lutheran Church to a ministry of reconciliation. We   
 embrace as a gift the diversity of our neighborhood and the world, and we extend God's  

hospitality by welcoming, hearing, and treasuring: All gender identities, gender expressions, and 
sexual orientations; All races and ethnicities; All ages and abilities; All economic statuses and  

education levels; All faith journeys and personal histories. We work for racial equity and commit 
to anti-racism as the way of right relationship with God and one another. As Christ welcomes all, 
we too welcome the full inclusion of all people into the life, ministry, and sacraments of Mount 

Olive, joining in a journey toward greater love, understanding, and mutual respect.”  
 
 

About Worship at Mount Olive Lutheran: 

Welcome Center 
 As you leave the Sanctuary, directly to the right, you’ll find the Welcome Desk.  Please stop by to  
 introduce yourself and ask any questions you may have about Mount Olive. Please talk to an usher if 

you would like a large print bulletin or a hearing assistance device. Feel free to contact Nancy Britson, 
Director of Congregational Life if you have further questions. 

 

Communion 
 We celebrate Holy Communion each week. All are welcome to the Lord’s Supper. If you choose to 

come forward, please cup your hands to receive a wafer. You are then invited to take a small cup of 
red wine or white grape juice from the tray . Gluten free wafers are available upon request; please 
verbally indicate your choice to the server.  Leave your empty cup in the basket provided. 

 

 The Lord’s Prayer 
While we have only one version of the Lord’s prayer printed in the bulletin, everyone is invited to say 
it aloud in any language or version of their choosing.  We encourage opening the prayer with an 

 image of God that is comforting and life-giving for you, including Our Mother, Our Father, Holy One, 
 or Creator, to name a few. 
 

Creeds 
When we recite creeds in worship, we are connected across time and place with the multitudes who 
have recited the same or similar words. We use different creeds from week to week as a way to 
acknowledge there are many different ways of expressing that in which we put our trust. Try not to 
think of creeds as a line in the sand – you’re in, or you’re out.  Rather, think of it as a time to be     
curious, and to place trust outside yourself and what you can comprehend.  

 

Video Recording 
The 8:00 am services are recorded and published on YouTube. Note that parishioners will not  
generally appear in the recording unless seated in the front rows of the sanctuary. You can find  
the services at www.youtube.com/MountOliveELCA.   
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GATHERING 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

The Lighting of the Advent Wreath    McLaren Family (8:00 am) Sinnwell Family (10:30 am) 
 
 

Confession and Forgiveness (Please stand as you are able.) 

 P: Let us come before God in prayer, trusting that there is nothing we need to hide from our 
  Creator. 
 

   Silence is observed for reflection. Please kneel as you are able. 
 

  

 P: Ever-present God,  
 C:    We long to feel your presence in our lives. We long for you to break through the chaos 

and suffering of this world. However, if we’re honest, we rarely stand still long enough to 
feel you in our midst. Forgive our rushing and distractions. Forgive our wandering hearts, 
and center us in this space. Remind us that even in the time of Herod, even on the  

  longest nights, you are always there. Amen. 
 

  P: Beloved of God, even when we doubt God’s presence, even when we fail to notice God’s 
work in this world, God is always moving closer to us. Hear and believe the good news this 
Advent season: Nothing can keep God’s love away. We are seen. We are forgiven. We are 
not alone.  

C:     Amen. 
 

      

Apostolic Greeting 

 P: The kindness of Jesus, the love of our Creator, and the friendship of the Holy Spirit  
  be with you all.    C:   And also with you. 
 

 

Gathering Hymn “There is a Longing in Our Hearts”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“There Is A Longing” Words & music © 1992 Oregon Catholic Press. Used by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727717. All rights reserved.   
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3 For healing, for wholeness, 
 for new life: hear our prayer. 
 In sickness, in death: 

 be near; hear our prayer, O God.   
                                                                     Refrain  
4     Lord, save us, take pity, 
       light in our deepest night. 
       We call you; we wait: 
 be near; hear our prayer, O God.    Refrain                                         

1 For justice, for freedom, 
 for mercy: hear our prayer. 
 In sorrow, in grief: 
 be near; hear our prayer, O God.  Refrain 

 

2 For wisdom, for courage, 
 for comfort: hear our prayer. 
 In weakness, in fear: 
 be near; hear our prayer, O God.  Refrain 

Refrain 
 There is a longing in our hearts, O Lord, for you to reveal yourself to us. 
 There is a longing in our hearts for love we only find in you, our God. 



 

Prayer of the Day 
 P:  Let us pray.  
 C: God with us, you have spoken to your people through the ages. Today, in our time, we  
  ask that you would speak again. Break through the chatter and distraction of our weary 
  minds and speak to us once more. With hope we pray, Amen.  
  

   Please be seated. 
 

  

   WORD 
     The First Sunday of Advent  
 

First Reading               Lamentations 3:55-57, NRSVUE  
 L: Word of God, Word of Life. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Children’s Message and Prayer Shawl Blessing 
 

Gospel Acclamation (Please stand.)       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Gospel                                                                                                     Luke 1:5-13, NRSVUE (Adapted)  
 P:   The Good News according to Saint Luke. 
 C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

 P: The Good News of the Reign of God.  
 C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

       Please be seated. 
 

Sermon             Pastor Lisa Janke 
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Hymn of the Day   “In the Time of Herod”                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  “In the Time of Herod” Words © Anna Strickland, 2025. All rights reserved  
 

Confession of Faith              inspired by Julian of Norwich   

 P:  We trust God who creates, 
 C: the Ground and Source of Everything, the Great Mystery with ten thousand names. 
 P:  We trust God who loves, 
 C: the generous Christ of creation, Love embodied. In Jesus of Nazareth we know a life of 
   interconnection with our neighbors. With the generations of the faithful, we count  
   ourselves disciples of this Way, always learning, always expanding in God’s way of  
   love. 
 P:   We trust God who sustains, 
 C:  the Holy Spirit who is at home in our lives, who guides us into the richness of life,  
  including the heights and depths of the human story.  
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Intercessory Prayers    
 L: Drawn into the embrace of God’s love, we lift our prayers for health and wholeness of all  
  creation. After each petition, we trust the Holy Spirit to bring prayer to our minds in the  
  silence.  
 

 L:   God of healing, 
 C:  Hear our prayer. 
 
Peace 
 P:   The peace of Christ be with you always.        
 C: And also with you.      
 

            (Please share a sign of God’s peace with one another.) 
 
 

   MEAL 
Gathering of Gifts & Offerings   

The season of Advent, it is often said, is a season of waiting. It is also the season of the longest night.  Perhaps  
that’s why Advent is a season well suited to contemplation. Our offerings can also reflect this season as we  

contemplate God’s call to be generous, especially to those who have little.  God bless you in your generous contemplation.  
 

Offertory 
Offertory Response (Please stand.)      “Blessed Is the One”    
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
         “Blessed is the one” Music © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727717. All rights reserved.   

 

 Offering Prayer  
  P:   Let us pray:  
 C:  Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this 
  meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your  
  love breaking through. Amen 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
  P: The Lord be with you. 
  C: And also with you. 
  P: Lift up your hearts. 
  C: We lift them to the Lord. 
  P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should always and everywhere…. 
    we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Eucharistic Prayer and Words of Institution 
 

Today, you’re invited to address God in this prayer of Jesus using Our Hope or any other image you prefer.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 P:   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray the prayer Jesus taught his first disciples.  
 C:   Our Hope, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;   
  and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and   
  lead us not into  temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the  
  power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
  

 P: Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised. All are welcome here.  
 

Please be seated 
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1 Lost in the night do the people yet languish, 

 longing for morning the darkness to vanquish, 

 plaintively sighing with hearts full of anguish. 

 Will not day come soon? Will not day come soon? 

4 Light o'er the land of the 

needy is beaming; 

 rivers of life through its  

       deserts are streaming, 

 bringing all peoples a Savior 

redeeming. 

 Come and save us soon!  

       Come and save us soon! 

2 Must we be vainly awaiting the morrow? 

 Shall those who have light no light let us borrow, 

 giving no heed to our burden of sorrow? 

 Will you help us soon? Will you help us soon? 

3 Sorrowing wand'rers, in darkness yet dwelling, 

 dawned has the day of a radiance excelling, 

 death's deepest shadows forever dispelling. 

 Christ is coming soon! Christ is coming soon! 

All are welcome to the Lord’s Supper. As you come forward, please cup your hands to receive bread. You are then     
invited to take a small cup of red wine or white grape juice from the tray. Gluten free wafers are available upon      

 request; please verbally indicate your choice to the server. Leave your empty cup in the basket provided. 
 

Today, as part of your reception of Holy Communion, you’re invited to request prayer with one of our pastors.  
To do so, make your way to the queue at the west wall, and take your place at the kneeling station provided.  

All worshippers, whether communing or not, may ask for prayers. During the service, you may also light a candle for 
prayer at the station in the choir loft behind the organ. All are welcome.  

 
 

 

Agnus Dei          “Lamb of God”        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Communion Hymn “Lost in the Night”  ELW #243 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
           “Lost in the Night” Words © 1978 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727717. All rights reserved.   
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Post Communion Blessing (Please stand as you are able.) 

 P: May the gifts of this table strengthen you and hold you in love and grace.   
   C:    Amen.  
 

Prayer after Communion       
 P:   You gather us together and nourish us in body and spirit.  Sent us forth with renewed  
  hope and conviction to feed others as you have fed us.  
 C:   Amen. 
 

 SENDING 
Benediction    
 P: In a fearful world, may you look for God’s spirit. May you reach out for support. May you 
  choose courage whenever you can. And in all things, may you remember that good news 
  is louder than fear. In the name of the one who calls, the one who sends, and the one who 
  journeys with— go in peace and be not afraid.  
 C: Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn                   “Blessed Be the God of Israel”                                ELW #250 
  

  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  “Blessed Be the God of Israel” Words © 1989 Hope Publishing Company. Used by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727717.  
                       All rights reserved.  
 

  Dismissal  
 L: Go in peace. Keep awake.   

 C:   Thanks be to God.  
 
 

Postlude  
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1 Blessed be the God of Israel who comes to set us free 
 and raises up new hope for us: a Branch from David’s tree. 
 So have the prophets long declared that with a mighty arm 
 God would turn back our enemies and all who wish us harm. 

2 With promised mercy will God still the covenant recall, 
 the oath once sworn to Abraham, from foes to save us all; 
 that we might worship without fear and offer lives of praise, 
 in holiness and righteousness to serve God all our days. 

3 My child, as prophet of the Lord you will prepare the way, 
 to tell God’s people they are saved from sin’s eternal sway. 
 Then shall God’s mercy from on high shine forth and never cease 
 to drive away the gloom of death and lead us into peace. 



 
Welcome, Worship Guests! 
We hope your worship experience with us is uplifting and a blessing 

to you today. If you are a visitor to Mount Olive you can fill out a 

Connection Card from the pew rack indicating if you are interested in learning more about 

Mount Olive: receiving our monthly newsletter, weekly email news, would like to learn 

more about membership or if you have a prayer concern or other comment to share. You 

may also visit the Welcome Desk in the entry following the service. Mount Olive members, 

please use a Connection Card for prayer concerns, comments, or to change contact info. 

You're invited to the Fellowship Hall for coffee and cookies following the service! 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing 
Mount Olive will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army Red Kettle Campaign. 

We will be ringing on December 6 from 1:00 - 3:00 pm indoors at Hy-Vee on 

37th St. NW.  Sign up now in the Gathering Area.  

Congregational prayers for healing and comfort …   

            
         

 

Mount Olive members and friends who are grieving, ill, or recovering, and the family 

members holding vigil with or supporting the recovering and/or dying.  

       Our companions in ministry in Bogota, Colombia and Kijota, Tanzania, who wait for the 

arrival of the Christ Child, ready to announce to all the good news of the Savior’s birth. 

       Our nation, in urgent need of courageous and compassionate leaders who will defend 

the vulnerable, call out corruption, and further peace and justice in the world. 

       Our communities continuing the struggle to end the scourge of gun violence in our na-

tion.  Give all citizens the courage and resolve to end this ongoing evil. 

       All people enduring the horrors of war, especially the people of Ukraine and Sudan, en-

during unspeakable destruction and suffering, and the people of Gaza, returning to a 

homeland in ruins. 

       All those directly impacted by climate disruption through flood or fire, hurricane or 

drought.  Give all people the resolve to do what we can to reverse this trend and protect 

those most vulnerable. 

Flowers are given to the glory of God by… 

       The Fletcher family in memory of Deb Butruff, Carrie’s mother. 

Our Homebound Members 



 

Offerings - If you would like to make a financial gift to Mount Olive, 

you can place it in the offering plate, send it by mail to 2830 18th Ave. 
NW, Rochester, MN 55901, or click the “donate now” button at  
molive.org. Your gifts help to keep Mount Olive's ministry going strong.  

Next Sunday’s 
Readings: 

Isaiah 43:19-21  
Matthew 11:1-11  

Sunday,  November 30 
Healing Sunday 
   8:00a - Worship Service  
   9:00a - Prayer Shawl Thank You 
                Reception 
        No Sunday School or Forum 
  10:30a - Worship Service  
  11:30a - Prayer Shawl Thank You 
                 Reception 
Monday, December 1 
  5:00p - Bolder Options 
  5:30p - Pray Without Ceasing 
  6:00p - Scout Committee Meeting 
  6:30p - Women’s Christmas Party 
  6:30p - Scout Troop Planning 
  7:30p - Scouts PLC Meeting 
 Tuesday, December 2 
  9:30a - Staff Planning Meeting 
  3:00p - SAIL Active Aging Class  
  6:00p - LGBTQIA! Ally Training at 
                Peace UCC Church 

  6:30p - Women’s Ministry Team 
  6:30p - Beer and Carols at Little 
              Thistle  
  7:00p - Al-Anon ACOA Meeting     
  Wednesday, December 3 
  5:30p - Facility and Grounds Team 
  6:30p - Mid-week Advent Worship 
  7:00p - Confirmation Art Project 
  7:00p - Mount Olive Choir 
 Thursday, December 4 
   9:00a - Mount Olive Quilters 
10:00a - Performer’s Group 
  1:00p - Painting Group 
  3:00p - SAIL Active Aging Class   
  6:30p - Cub Scout Den Meeting 
  7:00p - Glory Bells 
  7:00p - In the Process Al-Anon  
  8:15p - Mount Olive Brass   
Friday, December 5 
  9:00a - Women’s Coffee at  
                Hy-Vee West Circle 

  6:00p - Serve at Dorothy Day 
  6:30p - Piano Recital 
 Saturday, December 6  
  8:30a - Men’s Discipleship 
  9:30a - Altar Guild Setup 
  9:00a - How Al-Anon Works Group 
12:00p - Parker Family Christmas  
Sunday,  December 7 
   8:00a - Worship Service  
   9:00a - Coffee Fellowship 
   9:15a - Sunday School 
   9:15a - Sunday Forum 
 10:30a - Worship Service  
 11:30a - Coffee Fellowship 
   4:00p - Olive Branch Worship 
  11:30a - Coffee Fellowship 

This Week at Mount Olive    

Church Office Hours are generally 
9:00a-4:00p Monday - Thursday. 
Call the office at any time for  
pastoral emergencies. 

Worship Participants Sunday 8:00 am    Sunday 10:30 am 

Preaching  & Presiding Minister Rev. Lisa Janke 

Organist/Pianist Deacon Travis Beck 

Assisting Minister  Jenn DeClercq Bob Thomsen 

Lector Jenn DeClercq Mark Masbruch 

Greeters Helen Russell Sarabeth Watson 

Ushers Bob & Lynn Nelson Mark & Anne Schwartz 

Communion Assistant 
Helen Russell, Richard BC 
Jene Bodensteiner 

Dwight Dunbar, Donna Miller,  
Carrie Fletcher 

Welcome Desk Nancy Britson  

Altar Guild Stephanie Pasch, Denise Foy Michelle Thomsen,  

Livestream Video Mark Pasch  

https://molive.org/index.php/newsletter


St. Lucia Treats and Servers Needed 
Each year we look forward to celebrating our Swedish heritage on St. Lucia 

Sunday with St. Lucia and the Star Children processing in worship and recep-

tions following both services with delicious Scandinavian treats and the 

Mint Children serving mints. Several volunteers are needed for the St. Lucia 

receptions on December 14.  To help by bringing traditional Lussekatter rolls, 

sugar cookies, serving or clean up, please sign up at the Gathering Area cabinet. There are 

also places on the sign up for children to help with serving mints.   

Poinsettia Orders and Christmas Tree and Greenery Sponsorship 
As we begin to think about the Advent and Christmas season, we'd like to offer the oppor-

tunity to help with beautifying the sanctuary and our outdoor space. You may order poin-

settias for the Christmas season for $10. These will be yours to take home, if you desire,  

after Christmas Eve services.  Sponsors are also needed for the Christmas Tree and a perma-

nent wreath for the outside of the church.  See order envelopes in the entry.  

Mitten Tree 
The Mitten Tree is now on display in the church entry. You may place gently 

used or new (elementary through middle school sized) winter wear under or 

on the tree. There are also envelopes on the tree for monetary donations. 

The donations will be used to purchase items that are most needed. We part-

ner with our neighborhood schools Elton Hills and Gage. We also shared some 

of the donated handmade winter hats with the children of Head Start. 

Pastor Glenn’s Retirement Celebration 
Pastor Glenn Monson, as you may know, will be retiring at the end 

of this year. Mount Olive will host a Retirement Celebration on  

Saturday, December 20. There will be a program beginning at 2:00 

pm and a reception following with delicious food and fun for all  

ages. We are collecting photos and messages of congratulations. 

Special paper will be available at church, or they may be sent using 

the following link, https://www.newlywords.com/pastor-glenn-s-

retirement-memories. Cards may be brought to the church or sent in care of Mount Olive, 

2830 18th Ave. NW, Rochester, MN 55901. 

https://www.newlywords.com/pastor-glenn-s-retirement-memories
https://www.newlywords.com/pastor-glenn-s-retirement-memories


Women’s Monthly Coffee Meet Up - Mount Olive women are invited to meet at 

9:00 am on Friday, December 5 for coffee/tea at the Market Grille at Hy-Vee West Circle at 

4221 West Circle Drive. Come each month for fellowship and good conversation. If you have 

questions, ask Cathy Hanson at 507-398-3917 or kchanson89@gmail.com.  

Women’s Christmas Party - “Let Your Light Shine” 

Monday, December 1, 2025, 6:30 pm    Along with delicious food  

provided by Mary Circle, we’ll sing Christmas songs and learn more 

about the United Way of Southeast Minnesota. The United Way works 

with the community to advance health, opportunities for youth, and 

financial security for all. A representative from the Rochester office  

will tell us more and share ways that we can be involved. A free-will offering will be collect-

ed to support those in need during this season; gas or grocery gift cards may also be given. 

Please attend this wonderful way to kick off the Advent season!  Rides are available upon 

request!  Sign up in the Gathering Area at church, indicating if a ride is needed.  

Pops Orchestra Christmas Concert 
The Rochester Pops Orchestra presents "Making Spirits Bright",  Sunday December 21, 

2025, 7:00 pm at Bethel Lutheran Church. The concert will include a collection of traditional 

holiday music featuring guest vocalist Andy Buchholz and the RAACHE Ariosa Choir.   

Tickets are available now at www.rochesterpops.com, eventbrite.com,  or by calling the Box 

Office at 507-318-0801. Tickets will also be available beginning today and through Sunday, 

December 14,  in  the gathering area before and after services. 

Christmas Craft and Bake Sale Dec. 14 
As you are doing your holiday baking and crafting, please consid-

er contributing to the craft and bake sale as well! Funds from the 

sale will benefit the Lutheran Church in Colombia, particularly 

their youth education.  Suggested ideas could include: Christmas-

sy bars, Mini-loaves of bread, Chex Mix or “puppy chow”, lefse, 

rosettes, homemade candy or fudge, hot cocoa mix, cupcakes, 

candy cane crafts, ornaments, even dog treats! Please bring your homemade items, pack-

aged festively, to the Gathering Area between 8:00 am and 12:00 pm on Saturday, Decem-

ber 13 or before the 8:00 am service on Sunday, December 14.  

mailto:kchanson89@gmail.com
http://www.rochesterpops.com/
http://eventbrite.com/


 

Festival of Trees - Again this year, Mount Olive had a beautiful contribution for the 

Festival of Trees benefitting Hiawatha Homes.  Thanks to Carrie Fletcher, organizer and Jill 

Lundberg, the Sunday School students and “God’s work. Our hands.” participants for craft-

ing the many ornaments.  The  Festival is open through 2:00 pm today.  See the photo of the 

tree in the December newsletter online.   

Mount Olive Has New Food Pantries 

In an effort to support those that are experiencing food insecurity in our 

church community, Mount Olive now has food pantries in the office and 

back hallway. The intended recipients are Head Start families and also any-

one in our community who expresses a need for food. Donations of shelf-

stable (non-expired) food items may be left in the office. You may also donate funds, just 

note that it is for the Mount Olive Food Pantry.  Note: Thanks to generous donations from 

the Women’s Ministry Team and others in the congregation, we were able to give Hy-Vee 

gift cards to each Head Start family and staff member in time for Thanksgiving. Thank you! 

Accessibility in Worship 
Do you ever have difficulty hearing in worship?  Hearing assistance devices are available at 

the Welcome Desk.  Users report a greatly improved worship experience.  

Contact Gerard Goulet with questions - 507-269-9036. 

Sign Up for Fellowship Time! 
Volunteers are needed in the coming weeks to help with fellowship 

time following services. Would you and your family consider helping to 

make coffee, serve, provide treats, and/or clean up? We know that  

everyone enjoys the chance to visit over treats and drinks!  Please sign 

up in the Gathering Area at church or at https://tinyurl.com/fsd3f.  Contact Renee Schaefer, 

Sunday Fellowship Volunteer Coordinator with questions - renee@molive.org. 

Weekly Prayer Service at Mount Olive 

Each Monday, 5:30 - 6:00 pm in the Sanctuary, all are welcome to “Pray With-

out Ceasing,” our short, contemplative service of music, meditation and read-

ings. As part of an ELCA initiative hundreds of churches also do, we center our 

hearts on the needs of our community and our neighbors. Drop in any Monday night.  

https://tinyurl.com/yfufsd3f
mailto:renee@molive.org


Sunday Forum This Week 
There will be no forum this Sunday due to Thanksgiving weekend.  

Join us on December 7 at 9:15 am in the Fellowship Hall to listen to 

Wendy Moore, Executive Director of Mediation & Conflict Solutions, 

an attorney and a qualified neutral. Prior to this position, she was a Mediation & Conflict 

Solutions volunteer and she volunteered extensively with Rochester Public Schools.   

No Sunday School This Week 
There will be no Sunday School on     

November 30 due to Thanksgiving. 

Classroom Sunday School next Sunday, 

December 7! Pre-K-5th grades start in 

the Sanctuary for music at 9:15 am. 

Email Evan Fitzsimmons 

evan@molive.org with any questions or 

to get on his email list.  

December Newsletters Available 
The December edition of our newsletter, The  

Messenger, is now available.  Pick one up on the 

Welcome Desk. The newsletter is mailed to those 

who are homebound, do not use email, or have 

requested it by mail.  Please contact Nancy Britson 

to get added to the email or regular mail lists. - 

nancy@molive.org or 507-288-1580  x202. 

Advent Worship and Devotions 
The season of Advent begins this Sunday, November 30.  Advent devotionals and calendars  

are available to pick up in the entry at church.  There is also an Advent calendar craft for 

children. If you prefer an online devotion, you may consider the one from Luther Seminary, 

Hark, A Thrilling Voice is Sounding, available for free from their website.  

This Wednesday, December 3, we will gather at 6:30 for the first of three midweek Advent 

services.  Scripture, reflection, prayers, and hymns will all be woven into the lovely Holden 

Evening Prayer Serivce. Come and bring a friend, and bask in the quiet season of Advent. 

Beer & Carols  
Little Thistle Brewery  

Tuesday, Dec. 2nd, 6:30-8:30 pm.  

If you like two out of two parts of the 

title, you’ll probably want to be at 

Beer and Carols. Beverages by Little 

Thistle, singing by you and members 

of several great churches in town.    

Statewide ISAIAH Event Dec. 13 
Folks from faith communities across Minnesota 

will gather at the Minneapolis Convention Cen-

ter on December 13, 1-6:00 pm for the 

statewide ISAIAH sponsored event, “A Light in 

the Storm”. Bus transportation from the Mount 

Olive parking lot is available for $25.  Visit the 

table in the Gathering Area this Sunday to 

learn more and sign up! 

mailto:evan@molive.org
mailto:nancy@molive.org
https://www.luthersem.edu/godpause/advent-devotional/
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Mount Olive Staff       Office Phone: 507-288-1580             office@molive.org 
Rev. Dr. Glenn Monson             Teaching Pastor               glenn@molive.org 

Rev. Lisa Janke      Directing Pastor       lisa@molive.org 

Dea. Travis Beck     Director of Worship, Music, and Arts           travis@molive.org 

Dr. Richard Bruxvoort Colligan  Director of Spiritual Formation           richard@molive.org 

Evan Fitzsimmons     Director of Children, Youth, and Family  evan@molive.org 

Terry Krieger      Office Administrator                  terry@molive.org 

Nancy Britson      Director of Congregational Life                    nancy@molive.org 

Carrie Fletcher      Director of Service and Social Outreach      carrie@molive.org 

Renee Schaefer     Sunday Fellowship Volunteer Coordinator  renee@molive.org 

Healing Sunday and Prayer Shawl Blessings 
As is our practice, when there is a 5th Sunday of the month, we 

offer prayer stations for healing at both services. This Sunday, 

November 30, all worshippers will be able to light a candle and 

say a prayer at the station near the choir loft and/or kneel  

following  receiving communion and request a prayer from   

one of the pastors. All are welcome. 

Today, we will also recognize and thank the members of the prayer shawl group for putting 

their faith into action. Some of the beautiful shawls and their makers will be blessed during 

worship. Members of the group will be on-hand at a table in the Gathering Area to answer 

questions and give away shawls to those 

who would like them.  No one is ever 

charged to receive one of these beautiful 

shawls. If you would like to contribute to 

the cost of their yarn, there are envelopes 

on their table. There are also special 

treats in their honor after both services. 

Thank you to all the members  of the 

Prayer Shawl Group!  The Mount Olive Prayer Shawl Group.  


