
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Reflections and Thanks from Pastor Byron 
What a joy it has been for me to be with you at Mount Olive for 

the first third of 2026! As I think back on my first days with you in 

January, I remember with appreciation how warmly you wel-

comed me. For many of you I was a complete stranger, but with 

some of you I had the opportunity to renew relationships that go 

back many years. I would like to share a few reflections as I look 

back on my four months at Mount Olive.  

I have very much appreciated the depth of worship at Mount   

Olive. The services are prayerfully planned to provide worshipers 

with meaningful worship experiences that bring encouragement, comfort and challenge (and at times humor!) as 

together we seek to live faithfully as followers of Jesus Christ. Pastor Lisa, Deacon Travis, Psalmist Dr. Richard, all the 

lay volunteers, choir members, bells players, instrumentalists, artists and all the “behind the scenes” people use 

their many gifts to make each service a rich time as the faith community gathers together for worship and mutual 

encouragement. It has truly been a joy to worship with you these past months. 

One of my responsibilities has been to make monthly calls on our more homebound members. It has been a privi-

lege to visit with all of you and share our experiences of Holy Communion! In four short months we’ve had many 

wonderful conversations as you have opened your living spaces to me. At first, I was the guy who came in place of 

Pastor Glenn, but soon you welcomed me for just being me. Thank you! 

For five weeks during the season of Lent, I led Wednesday evening and Sunday morning Bible studies, times of lively 

discussion around five biblical characters whose passion was lived out, each in their own unique 

ways.  (continued inside on page 2) 
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Youth Sunday is May 17 

Join us Sunday May 17 at either 8:00 or 

10:30am worship service as our youth  

and children lead worship. This year’s theme 

is UNITY: May they be one, as we are one. 

(John 17:11). Worship services will be led 

almost entirely by youth, which will include 

a gathering hymn accompanied by a Youth 

Orchestra, a creative skit for the sermon, several camp songs led by our “Littlest Olives” 

(Children’s Choir), and so much more! You will not want to miss it. 

Youth Band practicing for Youth Sunday 
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(Continued from cover article) 

Thanks to all who attended and brought your own perspectives and    

insights to our conversations. I’m so thankful for our times together. 

Serving as part-time interim pastor at Mount Olive has been my “ticket” 

to take part in weekly staff meetings, and believe me, I’ve experienced 

a  lot of things with this special group: serious conversations with prayer 

concerns, important “touching base” points, more often than not we 

have some food to share, and just plain silliness! It’s tempting to write a little word of appreciation specifi-

cally about each staff person, but I’ll shorten it to say I have thoroughly enjoyed these months working with 

this great group of people. 

Thank you so much for welcoming me into the life of your congregation these months. I am so thankful I 

had this opportunity to be with you. May God richly bless you in your life together as you continue to live 

out your callings as beloved children of God. 
 

Pastor Byron 
 

With the Lord, Begin Your Task – when at a council meeting 
This German hymn was written in 1734; however, I added when at a council meeting, in an attempt to keep 

using hymns as the titles of my monthly council updates. The Executive Committee gathered on April 14th. 

Kris brought Rice Krispie treats, while a German Council in the 1700s might have served root vegetables and 

sauerkraut as their delicacies.  

The next big step for Mount Olive is a feasibility study, which began with interviews of members by our  

campaign consultant, Rev. Steve Olson.  This assessment is designed to determine whether a capital       

campaign is viable and well-supported.  

The Council wishes Pastor Byron Meline Godspeed. What an incredible blessing his loving presence has 

been at Mount Olive. Pastor Byron has brought immeasurable warmth to our congregation, and his        

compassionate leadership has touched the lives of many. The Council extends heartfelt gratitude for his 

contributions and wishes him and the Minnesota Twins, the team he roots for, much success. 

Loren Else, Council Secretary  
 

Call Committee Update 

The Call Committee is staying busy with interviewing pastoral candidates to fill the vacant pastoral position. 

We feel honored to meet with talented pastors and help discern the best fit for Mount Olive. Please reach 

out to any members of the Call Committee with general questions or feedback.  
 

Capital Campaign Update 
The council will receive a detailed report at their May meeting from our    

consultant, Rev. Steve Olson, following the completion of his interviews with 

church members.  Interviews took place from April 27 – May 2.  Members 

were invited to participate through announcements in worship on April 19 

and 26.  A case statement that summarizes current ideas for the campaign is 

available in the church office. 

A summary report of Rev. Olson’s interviews will be available to all members later this month. These         

reports will help us discern how to best move forward.  Thank you for your participation!  

The Church Council will receive a report at our May meeting and a summary report will be shared with the 

congregation. 

Rev. Steve Olson 



Summer Schedule Starts May 24 
It’s hard to believe, but Memorial Day Weekend is just around the corner, and that 

means that our Summer Schedule will soon begin. Beginning that weekend, May 24,   

Sunday worship time will change to one service at 9:30 am with no education hour.  After 

considering input from staff and congregation members, the Worship, Music, and Arts 

Ministry Team made the decision to continue with the 9:30 am service time we have had in recent years.  

One Sunday of each month, June through August, there will also be an outdoor worship service at 4:00 pm 

on the front lawn. Watch for more to come on these special outdoor services, which will have a concert feel 

with guest performers. A reminder that the early worship service is live-streamed from the Sanctuary each 

Sunday, and is also available on the Mount Olive YouTube channel following the service. The link is shared 

on www.molive.org along with past worship services. Happy Summer! 
 

Pray Without Ceasing 

Mondays 5:30 - 6:00 pm in the Sanctuary  

All are welcome to “Pray Without Ceasing,” our short, contemplative service of music,                                 

meditation, readings, and prayer. As part of an ELCA initiative, we join with hundreds of  

other churches and center our hearts on the needs of our community and our neighbors. Drop in any  

Monday night. 
 

Altar Flowers  
The sign-up schedule to provide flowers in the chancel for birthdays, anniversaries, baptisms, births, or in 

memory of loved ones in 2026 is available in the Gathering Area. Write your name on the chart, fill out a 

payment envelope and drop it in the offering plate or office drop box. 

 

Peer Group Support Group this summer 
Once a week for 6 weeks 
Grief is one of the most confounding things in life, and among the most 
meaningful experiences of being human. 

Starting in June, Richard will facilitate a peer support grief group at Mount 
Olive. Over six weeks, our group will meet weekly, sharing our experiences, 
listening carefully to one another, praying the psalms, and learning coping 
strategies for grieving— courage and good company for the journey. 

This peer support group is for those who have experienced the death of a person dear to them. This is not 
counseling or therapy, but peer support where your careful listening and thoughtful sharing will be part of 
others' healing journey. 

If you are interested, contact Richard at richard@molive.org. If it's not for you, or not the right time for 
whatever reason, know your church family loves you. Richard and Pastor Lisa are always available for 
conversation. 
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Worship Volunteers Needed    
Looking for a  fun way to meet new people and engage in worship in a new way? How about serving as a 

worship volunteer? We’re always in need of ushers, greeters, communion assistants, assisting ministers and 

welcome desk attendants. Sign up at this link for a day and time that works for you: tinyurl.com/jtzbwjkm. 

Details and directions are sent each week from Nancy Britson, Director of Congregational Life and training is 

available for new helpers. You may also call Nancy with your availability (nancy@molive.org) or see the Sign 

Up Sheet at the Welcome Desk following worship services.  

https://www.youtube.com/user/MountOliveELCA
http://www.molive.org
https://molive.org/index.php/worship-services
mailto:richard@molive.org
https://tinyurl.com/jtzbwjkm
mailto:nancy@molive.org
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2nd Sunday of Service 

In the month of April, our Sunday school youth made bird houses and bird feeders in service to creation. 
Thank you for all your hard work, kids! 

 

Dorothy Day House Volunteers Needed  
Mount Olive Volunteers provide a meal to the guests at Dorothy Day Hospitality 

House on the first Friday evening of each month. Volunteers provide and share a 

family-style meal with the guests in the home’s dining room. A sign-up sheet for 2026 

is on the cabinet in the Gathering Area. Training is provided if needed. If you have 

any questions, please contact Mark & Sarah Jerde, Mount Olive coordinators -  

sarahjerdepa@gmail.com.  

Family Promise - Serving Families Experiencing Homelessness 
Greatest Needs: Liquid laundry detergent, disposable plastic gloves (all sizes), coffee 

pots-5 or 12 cup, or Keurig style, Helmets-adults, teens, and kids (must be new), 3-4 

picnic tables that can be used by the staff and families.  

Volunteer Opportunities: Family Promise has an event planned for September called 

The Homecoming. They are looking for volunteers to join the event committee and the decorating com-

mittee, as the event will happen at the Promise House.  

They are looking for photographer recommendations to come take pictures of the families maybe once a 

quarter. If you know any local photographers please send their information so Family Promise can contact 

them regarding this opportunity to make a lasting impact for their families with something fun and simple! 

One area they are hoping to ramp up is their pool of volunteers who can help when guests move into and 

out of the Promise House. They would like to have a main coordinator at each church) that they could con-

nect with to help organize groups of volunteers to help when needed. If you are interested in being the con-

tact person for Mount Olive, please contact Carrie Fletcher-carrie@molive.org.  
 

If you are interested in helping with any of the opportunities above, please contact Bethany Moen,  

Operations and Community Engagement Manager, volunteer@fprochestermn.org, 507-281-3122, ext. 404. 
 

Mount Olive Quilters 

The quilters meet each Thursday at 9:00 am in the Fellowship Hall to  
prepare and tie quilts that are sent to Lutheran World Relief and local  

service organizations. Everyone is welcome to join them. They can always 

use more cotton fabrics for making the colorful quilt tops. Donations may 

be left in the Gathering Area cabinet.  Recently Pastor Lisa joined the quilters 

to lead them in a blessing of several boxes of quilts that were sent to Lutheran 

World Relief. (photo at right) 
 

file:///C:/Users/cnbri/Downloads/sarahjerdepa@gmail.com
mailto:carrie@molive.org
mailto:volunteer@fprochestermn.org
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5 Garden Update 

The time has come to get our plans made for the gardens. If 

you have a green thumb, or not, please consider helping to 

plant the Mount Olive gardens. We will be looking at getting 

the gardens prepped and planted by mid-May. Please contact 

Carrie Fletcher-carrie@molive.org if you are interested. All   

produce harvested is donated to those in need.  
 

Mount Olive Prayer Shawl Group 
The Mount Olive prayer shawl group will meet on May 12 at 10:00 am. Yarn, nee-

dles, patterns, and guidance are supplied; please contact Vickie Kubly if you would 

like to join the group—507-282-7696. If you would like to request a prayer shawl 

for someone who is experiencing illness, loss, or a difficult time, please contact 

Vickie, or you may call the church office at 507-288-1580. 
 
 

The Landing MN 
The Landing MN is excited to be organizing a free class at Assisi Heights Spirituality 

Center on June 20th. This class, Beyond the Surface: Seeing Our Neighbors Through 

Christ's Eyes, will explore the many facets of homelessness. You will hear from local 

nonprofits and church representatives about how we can live out Christ's call to love 

our neighbors. Local agencies attending will be The Landing MN, NAMI, Catholic Charities Overnight Shelter, 

MACV, Recovery is Happening, and Lutheran Social Services. Link to learn more and sign up:  

 https://rochesterfranciscan.org/events/beyond-the-surface-seeing-our-neighbors-through-christs-eyes/  
 

Food Pantry Update 
Thank you for the continued donations to help support the efforts of our food pantry here 

at Mount Olive. Your donations helped many people in our community get through a very 

difficult time. As our work with the community wide effort has come to an end we have 

been approached with a new opportunity to further reach those in need. We will now be 

working with the Lutheran Social Service Youth Resource Center located at Zumbro Lutheran Church. This 

center helps provide food, hygiene items, and other necessities to youth that may be homeless or at risk of 

being homeless. We will be partnering with them to help provide some of these items. Our food pantries at 

Mount Olive will continue to be stocked, and we will also share items with the resource center. We will 

continue to accept shelf-stable, non-expired food items. Bring your items to the church office. Monetary 

donations are also accepted. Please indicate “food pantry” on your check memo or online comment. Look 

for the lists of most requested items on the Gathering Area cabinet. 

Lenten and Easter Offerings Update 
Our Soup Supper offerings were designated to ELCA World Hunger. $2,167 was collected for this important 

ministry partner. Thank you to everyone who contributed donations toward the groceries and for the per-

son to applied for a Thrivent grant. This helped to make the total contribution over $1,000 more than 2025.  
 

Thanks to your generous giving at midweek Lenten services, $1,836.79 was collected for both COPAL and 

the Mount Olive Discretionary Fund, totaling $3,673.58.  
 

The Easter Sunday offerings supported Family Promise and The Landing MN.  With a total offering of 

$3,255.95, $1627.98 will be distributed to each of these ministry partners. 

mailto:carrie@molive.org
https://rochesterfranciscan.org/events/beyond-the-surface-seeing-our-neighbors-through-christs-eyes/
https://secure.myvanco.com/YKR4/campaign/C-10ZBK
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In Gratitude of Women  
Saturday, April 19, was an important day in the life 

of Mount Olive as around 50 women of all ages 

gathered at church for a day of retreat.  We were 

empowered through scripture, ritual, and learning 

thanks to our incredible leaders: Rev. Meta Herrick Carlson and Steph Smith. 

We honored the matriarchs who came before - women at Mount Olive and in our own lives who carved 

paths to make gatherings like this one possible. We connected with each other and ourselves as we shared 

stories and spoke our truth.  We reclaimed the voices of biblical women – writing hope and healing in the 

margins of their stories; imagining they had a group of women to come alongside them in their joy and 

pain, just as we have each other.   

May we continue to honor, teach, and nurture the matriarchy in this place: all genders and ages working 

together, committed to giving voice to the vulnerable and protecting the dignity of all creation. In thanks 

and praise to Mary the Mother, Mary the Tower, Vashti, and Dinah – Amen. 

Women’s Ministry Sunday May 3 
May 3rd is Women’s Ministry Sunday! Mount Olive Women’s Ministry supports a variety of opportunities 

for fellowship, service, and education. The women of Mount Olive will be assisting with worship and coffee 

fellowship this Sunday and an offering will be taken to support life-changing ministries of the Churchwide 

Women of the ELCA. An envelope will be provided in worship. (Checks may be made out to Mount Olive,  

or contribute anytime online with the comment WELCA) The Women of the ELCA organization's ongoing 

ministries include communications channels, justice and advocacy work, training for elected leaders, work 

in support of congregational and synodical women’s organizations, grants and scholarship programs, the 

triennial convention, and so much more.  
 

The Women of the ELCA Triennial Gathering will be held in Des Moines, Iowa July 16-19, 

2026. Mount Olive’s Women's Ministry Team is excited to offer scholarships for three women to attend. 

There will be preference given to those who have never attended a Triennial gathering before. After the 

conference, the WMT group will ask the scholarship recipients to share their experiences via an article or a 

Sunday forum. For questions or to be considered, please reach out to Erin Sinnwell- erinsinnwellphotog-

raphy9@gmail.com for more information. To learn more about this event, click here: https://

community.elca.org/women-of-the-elca-13th-triennial-gathering  

Other Important Women’s Meeting Dates: 
May 5 - Study leaders meeting led by Donna Miller in the front conference room at 5:30 pm.  

May 5 - The Women’s Ministry Team meets at 6:30 pm in the front conference room.  

Sunday Forums in May 
In May, our Sunday Forum, held at 9:15 in the Fellowship Hall, will feature guest speakers and a wrap up of 

the year. Check out the line-up below: 

May 3 - We are a church for the sake of the world. Sumud is the ELCA’s response to occupation and injus-

tice in Palestine and Israel. Sumud is Arabic and means steadfast. Maddi Froiland, the director of Sumud 

will speak about the ELCA's response to the violence happening in Palestine.  

May 10 - our presenter is Rev. Emily Carson. She will focus on new initiatives and on-going projects our  

synod is actively supporting.  

May 17 - A “ wrap up” session where we will ask participants to give suggestions for future forums, let us 

know what forums they liked and didn’t like.  Information from last year’s wrap up resulted in 2 or 3 forums 

being scheduled due to participants input.  

https://secure.myvanco.com/YKR4/campaign/C-10ZBK
mailto:erinsinnwellphotography9@gmail.com
mailto:erinsinnwellphotography9@gmail.com
https://community.elca.org/women-of-the-elca-13th-triennial-gathering
https://community.elca.org/women-of-the-elca-13th-triennial-gathering
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9 Sunday School Schedule   
MAY DATES  - Sundays at 9:15 am 

1st Sunday: May 3 Classroom Sunday School  
                    (Final Classroom Meeting!) 

*Recognition of Sunday School Teachers during worship. 
2nd Sunday: May 10 Large Group Sunday School  
                     (Mother’s Day/”Love You” Cards) 
3rd Sunday: May 17 Final Sunday School -  
                      Breakfast on the Lawn! *Kids Sing at 10:30am   
4th Sunday: May 24 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL  
 

Confirmation Schedule     
MAY DATES  - Wednesdays at 6:30 pm 

Wed. May 6 - Planning Session for Youth Sunday 

Wed. May 13 - “Dress Rehearsal” for Youth Sunday!  
                            (Final Practice!) 
Sun. May 17 - YOUTH SUNDAY! Youth lead BOTH Worship 
Services (8:00 & 10:30am) 
Wed. May 20 - Parent’s Meeting & Final Confirmation! 
(Release of Summer Event Calendar) 
 

Graduation Recognition Sunday     
Mount Olive’s Graduating Seniors will be 

recognized at the 9:30 am service on  

Sunday, June 7. Following the service, 

come to the Fellowship Hall for a reception 

in their honor.  
 

If you have a student graduating from a secondary school or 

other post-graduate program and would like to share their 

information, send it to Nancy in the church office.  

   

Sunday School Breakfast 
on the Lawn!  

May 17 from 9:30-10:15 am, families are 

invited to celebrate another Sunday 

School Year with breakfast on the front 

lawn. There will be food, conversation, 

and lawn games! We will have Summer 

Events Calendars to hand out with all our 

Summer CYF Events. Kids will still have 

Music Practice from 9:15-9:30 in the 

Sanctuary. Those in Kid’s Choir will join 

on the lawn at 9:30 am. 

Save the Date: July 20-23 VBS Day Camp Week! 
Registration is now OPEN for Mount Olive VBS Day Camp with Good Earth 

Village!  A registration link was sent out via email and can also be found in 

the Gathering Area. The rate is $95 per kid. (Financial support is available as 

needed)  This summer, it will be July 20-23, 2026, 9:00 am- 3:00 pm Mon-Thurs. We will have 3 camp 

counselors from Good Earth Village and Evan  

Fitzsimmons as our coordinator. Day Camp ages are 

Kindergarten - 5th Grade of the current school year! 

If younger ages want to participate, we just ask a  

supervising parent/guardian be on site. We would 

love to have any 6th-12th grade helpers to help with 

various Day Camp tasks such as preparing snacks, 

helping in Bible study, crafts, games, and ultimately 

deepening in relationship with our youngest ones.  

 Family Camp at  

Chester Woods 
 

 Friday August 14- 

                       Sunday, August 16 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

10 Olive Branch Church 
Sacramental Rest - Sunday, May 3, 4-5:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 
Humans need rest. And not just pauses between stressful stuff. At this gathering, 

we’ll use visual art to practice relaxing. There are many things that demand our 

attention, so what is it like to dedicate ourselves to the self-care of rest? Bring a 

pillow and blanket— or don’t— as we pay attention to easing our mind and body 

together. All ages welcome!  
 

Join Us for Pride Prep Party 
Monday, May 4, 6-7:30 pm, Library  
This year, Olive Branch is doing a new thing at Rochester PRIDE! Instead of having a 

booth at PRIDE, our presence will be free-range. Join us this evening for orientation  

and art-making. Are you new to Rochester PRIDE and want to know more? You are  

welcome here. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Rochester PRIDE! 
Saturday, May 16th, noon-5:00pm, Soldiers Field Park 
PRIDE is one of our favorite events of the year! It’s five fabulous 

hours of live entertainment, family-friendly fun, and community    

celebration. And a strong way to enact our commitment to full        

celebration of our LGBTQIA+ and BIPOC communities. 

Each year, Olive Branch has been present with games, art projects, 

conversation, and free-range communion from Pastor Lisa.            

Rochester PRIDE is for everyone! Enjoy live music throughout the 

day, yard games, a food trucks, and 100+ booths of local vendors, 

artists, and community resources. See more info at 

www.RochMNPride.org. Talk to Pastor Lisa or Richard if you’d like       

to learn more or get involved. 

Come what May: 
Sun 5/3  Sacramental Rest 4-5pm  
Mon 5/4 PRIDE Prep Party 6-7:30pm 
Mon 5/11 Star Wars movie night 6-8pm 
Sat 5/16 Rochester PRIDE noon-5pm 

Olive Branch VHS  
Movie & Pizza Night 
Star Wars (PG, 1977) -  
Monday, May 11, 5:30–8:00 pm, 

Olive Pit 

It’s the original seed of the Star Wars 

universe! Themes of discovery,       

purpose, trust, family secrets, and 

friendship permeate this film through 

colorful characters you probably 

know. To experience the original the-

atrical release, we’ll   be hooking up the ol’ VCR. No George Lu-

cas extras in this version. Chip in $5 per person. RSVP to Richard 

to arrange pizza preferences - richard@molive.org 

http://www.RochMNPride.org
mailto:richard@molive.org
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Women’s Monthly Coffee Meet Up 
Mount Olive women are invited to meet at 9:00 am on Friday, May 1 for coffee/tea at the Market Grille at 

Hy-Vee West Circle at 4221 West Circle Drive. Come each month for fellowship and good conversation. If you 

have questions, ask Cathy Hanson at 507-398-3917 or kchanson89@gmail.com.  

Ripe Olives Program Features Immigration in Olmsted County 
Ripe Olives is Mount Olive’s group for retired and semi-retired folks.. They will wrap up this program year on 

May 8 at 9:30 am. Our guest will be Paul Koeller. He will speak to us with the topic “150 Years of Immigra-

tion in Olmsted County”. Together, we’ll take a look back at four different groups of immigrants that have 

made our area their home in the last 150 years. The presentation will compare and contrast immigrants 

from Northern Europe in the mid to late 1800s, the Greeks from 1920-1940, the Southeast Asians from 1970

-1990, and the recent immigrants from Somalia and other countries from 1990s to present. The lives of    

representative individuals from each group will be used to tell the story. Breakfast is provided with a free will 

offering. Sign up in the Gathering Area or RSVP to nancy@molive.org.  

Monday Book Group  
The Monday Book Group gathers monthly to discuss a wide variety of literature. They  

meet on the second Monday of the month, May 11, at 6:30 pm. This month's selection  

is The Beautiful Mystery by Louise Penny. The story is a  mystery set in a monastery deep 

in the wilderness of Quebec, where two dozen monks live in peace and prayer. Everyone  

is welcome to join the discussion. Contact Jodi Schoer at mjschoer@charter.net with  

questions. Books for the next program year, starting in September, have been chosen.  

Brews Brothers Meets At Forager 
Brews Brothers, a fellowship opportunity for Mount Olive men, continues to meet the  

second Thursday of each month at a local brewery. This month, on Thursday, May 14, 

4:30 to 6:00 pm, they will be meeting at Forager Brewery at 1005 6th St. NW in Rochester.  

Come to chat and enjoy a good beer. All are welcome! Contact Keith Hanson at  

kjhanson17@gmail.com with questions. 
 

Lyra Baroque Orchestra Performs May 1 
Lyra presents Mystic Fire - Virtuosity from the Habsburg Court Friday, May 1, 2026 at Mount Olive, 7:30 pm. 

Step into the resplendent world of the Habsburg Court with Mystic Fire. The program includes  works by   

Biber, Valentini, and more, brought to life by strings and trumpets that will amaze you. Tickets available 

here: https://www.lyrabaroque.org/event-details/mystic-fire-rochester or at the door.  

Rochester Pops Orchestra Spring Concert 
The Rochester Pops Orchestra presents “Brock’s Playlist” on Sunday, May 17, 7:00 pm at 

Bethel Lutheran Church, 810 3rd Ave. SE.  Music from several genres including selections 

from Hans Zimmer, Owl City, Lara Fabian, and many more. A variety of guest vocalists will 

be featured. Tickets are available now at www.rochesterpops.com or by calling the box 

office at 507-318-0801.  Tickets are also available in the Gathering Area following services through 5/10. 

Fellowship Helpers Needed 
We strive to provide coffee and cookies for fellowship time following both worship services. This spring and 

summer, your help is needed so that we can provide this time of hospitality, welcome, and fellowship! 

Please sign up to make coffee, serve, provide cookies, or wash coffee cups on the poster in the entry at 

church or at www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0449a5a92aa1fb6-cookie/29496136#/ 

mailto:kchanson89@gmail.com
mailto:nancy@molive.org
mailto:mjschoer@charter.net
mailto:kjhanson17@gmail.com
https://www.lyrabaroque.org/event-details/mystic-fire-rochester
http://www.rochesterpops.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0449a5a92aa1fb6-cookie/29496136#/


Mount Olive’s Welcome Statement: 
“We trust that God calls Mount Olive Lutheran Church to a ministry of reconciliation. We  embrace as a gift the  

diversity of our neighborhood and the world, and we extend God's hospitality by welcoming, hearing, and  
treasuring: All gender identities, gender expressions, and sexual orientations; All races and ethnicities; All ages  
and abilities; All economic statuses and education levels; All faith journeys and personal histories. We work for  

racial equity and commit to anti-racism as the way of right relationship with God and one another. As Christ  
welcomes all, we too welcome the full inclusion of all people into the life, ministry, and sacraments of Mount Olive, 

joining in a journey toward greater love, understanding, and mutual respect.”  

Mount Olive Lutheran Church 
2830 18th Ave. NW 

Rochester, MN 55901 
507-288-1580         Website: molive.org 

Mount Olive Staff 

The Rev. Lisa Janke 
Directing Pastor  
lisa@molive.org                   Ext. 205 

 Deacon Travis Beck 
Director of Worship, Music, and Arts 
travis@molive.org               Ext. 203 

Evan Fitzsimmons 
Director of Children, Youth, & Family 
evan@molive.org                Ext. 207 

Dr. Richard Bruxvoort Colligan 
Director of Spiritual Formation 
richard@molive.org            Ext. 210 

Nancy Britson 
Director of Congregational Life 
nancy@molive.org      Ext. 202 

Shiloy Baldwin 
Office Administrator 
shiloy@molive.org               Ext. 204 

Carrie Fletcher–Director of Service and  
Social Outreach and Nursery Coord.   
carrie@molive.org               Ext. 209   

Renee Schaefer 
Sunday Fellowship Volunteer Coordinator 
renee@molive.org 

A Reconciling in  

Christ Community 

Altar Guild Meets  
Altar Guild is a group of people who sup-

port worship at Mount Olive by setting up 

and cleaning up from communion, seeing 

to the decorations in the sanctuary 

(banners,  flowers, candles, etc), and  

other tasks as needed.  If you are interest-

ed in helping out or learning more about 

it, the next Altar Guild meeting is Satur-

day, May 16 at 9:30 am in the Gathering  

Area at church. All interested people, 

 including men, women, and families, are 

welcome to come and learn more.  The 

group would welcome new members to 

the team!  Contact Denise Foy for more 

information - denise_foy@hotmail.com. 

Hearing Accessibility in Worship  
(Not just for those with hearing aids) 
Mount Olive has recently installed state-of-the-art Auracast Broad-

cast Audio. Some hearing aids (certain models newer than 2024) 

have built-in ability to use Auracast with their hearing aid app. We 

also have hand-held receivers with earbuds (for those with or with-

out hearing aids). These devices are available to pick up at the Wel-

come Desk. Today's smart phones also have little-known hearing   

accessibility features. If you would like to learn more about Auracast, 

hearing devices, or activating the hearing accessibility features of 

your smart phone, please contact Gerard Goulet - 507-269-9036.  

Exercise Classes at Mount Olive 
FREE exercise classes for people 55+ continue to meet twice weekly 

at Mount Olive. The "Stay Active and Independent for Life" (SAIL) 

classes are offered on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3 - 4:00 pm, in the 

Fellowship Hall.  The classes are designed specifically for older 

adults and focus on strength, balance, flexibility and aerobics.  All 

exercises and aerobics can be done sitting or standing and are very 

adaptive. New Volunteers are needed to lead the classes; training 

is provided. Contact the church office for more information. 
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