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Held In The Seasons Celebration June 11-12 with Peter Mayer
Our year-long project of steeping in the liturgical seasons is coming to a close. And just like we began, we're
making a big deal out of it! In the past twelve months, we've had forum events to prime us for each season, weekly
bulletin notes to nudge us to notice the church season we're in, and a lovely circular mosaic by Lisa and Richard to
mark this year.
To celebrate, we've invited award-winning Minnesota singer/songwriter Peter
Mayer to join us. With his smooth voice and acoustic guitar, his music and
presence is all about carefully noticing the world and our place in it.

Saturday, June 11, 7 p.m. -- Peter Mayer in concert (free admission)
Sunday, June 12 10:30 a.m. -- Olive Branch outdoor worship with
Peter + all-congregation cookout
Both events are open to the public, so invite friends!
Important Note: On Sunday, June 12, the 8:00 a.m. worship will be a regular
indoor service. The 10:30 service -- an hour later than usual -- is the celebration
service on the lawn with Peter followed by lunch. The food and beverages will
be provided; bring your lawn chairs or a blanket if you’d like.
Thanks to you for all the ways you've
participated this year. Thanks to Pastor
Lisa and Richard BC for dreaming up this
project and leading it. And finally, thanks
to the Calvin Institute of Worship for the
grant to make these events possible.
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Mother’s Day Offering Exceeds Goal
Our Mother’s Day special offering to support the new transitional housing ministry at Family Promise was
a great success – we have raised over $5,000 so far. Thank you, thank you, thank you! Mount Olive has,
yet again, shown great leadership and other churches are already voting to partner in this as well, which is
going to make this opportunity financially possible for Family Promise. If you have not donated yet, it isn’t
too late! Whether you write a check or give online, just note Family Promise in the memo. Thanks again!
Pastor Luke

Synod Assembly Report
Our Southeastern Minnesota Synod celebrated its first in-person synod assembly in three years together
in Mankato on Saturday, May 7. Mount Olive was represented by Renee Schaefer, Pastor Glenn Monson,
Pastor Lisa Janke, Pastor Luke Hollander, and Bob Thomsen. (Our youth representatives were not able to
attend.) We could feel the joy of finally, after two pandemic years of gathering again, seeing old and new
friends, and praising God together for abundant blessings.
The only substantive resolution on the floor was made by us, Mount Olive. The Assembly approved the
resolution to appoint a three-year task force to consider ways for the synod to support the JRLC (Joint Religious Legislative Coalition) and its legislative agenda. Synod assemblies are an inspiration to faith as it
opens our eyes to the wider world of the Lutheran Church. We are not alone and do not function in isolation. We have so many more opportunities to serve our awesome God than we could imagine.
To read Bob Thomsen’s full report of the assembly, click here, or pick up a copy from the Welcome Desk.
If you have questions about the synod, talk with any of the pastors, Renee, or Bob.

Note from Your Seminarian:
Dear People of God,
Joyfully I share with you that I have completed my year of graduate studies
at Princeton Theological Seminary, and graduated with a Master of Theology
degree in Practical Theology on May 28th. The past year has been quick and
my short program seems to have flown by, but it has been a delight to
continue expanding my knowledge in the field of pastoral care, and I am
hopeful about what is to come in my ministry journey. For now, I trust in
God’s work in my life to bring me to the next step in my vocational
discernment, and am excited for the possibilities ahead.

Miriam with her parents,
Keith and Cathy Hanson

I give thanks for all the ways you, as a congregation, have cared for me, supported me, and prayed for me
throughout my time in seminary and during this year of advanced academic studies. I am blessed and
grateful to have a home congregation filled with generous people who have helped lift the financial burden
of attending graduate school and listening to God’s call. May you continue to find ways to support and
raise up new leaders for the church, and trust in God’s promise to always be at work in the world.
With gratitude,
Miriam Hanson

View the regularly updated Mount Olive Calendar of events by clicking the
calendar button on the Mount Olive website. www.molive.org.

Summer Outdoor Worship Services

Pentecost is June 5, Wear Red!
Pentecost this year is June 5. This is the single time each year when we
celebrate the birthday of the Christian Church, and we begin the long “green
season” when the texts we read in worship move away from the life of Christ
to the teachings of Christ. Everyone is encouraged to come out in red finery
that day. It is a day to celebrate the presence of God’s Spirit at Mount Olive
and throughout the Church of Christ. Celebrate!

Worship Volunteers Needed
Looking for a fun way to meet new people and engage in worship in a new way? How about serving as a
worship volunteer? We’re always in need of ushers, greeters, communion assistants, assisting ministers,
and welcome desk attendants. Sign up at this link for a day and time that works for you this summer:
www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0449a5a92aa1fb6-mount1. Details and directions are sent each week from
Nancy Britson, Director of Congregational Life and training is available for new helpers. You may also call
Nancy with your availability, or see the Sign-Up Sheet at the Welcome Desk following worship services.

Pastor Glenn’s Daily Devotions
For those who enjoy a daily discipline of reading a short reflection on Scripture with prayer, Pastor Glenn’s
ongoing devotion series may be just the thing for you. Each week, Pastor Glenn provides a devotion for
Monday-Friday that is available either on-line or in a hard copy the Sunday prior. Pastor Glenn always
enjoys hearing back from people who have found a particular devotion meaningful to them.

Summer Sunday Schedule
Sunday worship times through the summer months are 8:00 and 9:30 a.m.
with no education hour. Fellowship time will be offered between services.
The 8:00 a.m. worship service is live-streamed from the Sanctuary each
Sunday, and is also available on the Mount Olive YouTube channel following the service. The link is shared on www.molive.org along with past
worship services.

Worship

On the second Sunday of the summer months, JuneAugust, we will have an outdoor worship service on the
front lawn. On June 12, as noted in the cover article, it
will be at 10:30 a.m. led by Olive Branch and Peter
Mayer. July 10 and August 14 outdoor services will
happen at 9:30 a.m., replacing our usual second service.
These will be fun services, so bring your lawn chairs and
blankets, and invite your friends! The 8:00 a.m. services
will remain in the sanctuary on these days.

3

4

Channel One

Service

On May 10, a group of volunteers sorted and packed
potatoes at the Channel One Food Bank. We plan to
offer monthly volunteer opportunities in the fall.
A big thank you to Michelle Thomsen for organizing
this event.

Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser
Location: Mount Olive Lutheran Church
Date: Sunday, July 24, 2022
Time: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Come to an all-you-can-eat pancake breakfast to benefit Family Promise Rochester general operations and
programming. Tickets are $7 per person, children 5 and under are free, and families of 5 or more are $25.
Bring in a donation of food or personal care items (diapers, body wash, toothpaste, canned goods, etc.), and
receive a raffle ticket! Raffle items include gift baskets & restaurant gift cards. If you have any questions
about Family Promise, please contact Erin Sinnwell at: etracy515@hotmail.com.

“God’s work. Our hands.”
Please mark your calendars for September 11, 2022, as “God’s
work. Our hands.” Sunday. We will once again come together as a
congregation to participate in service projects that benefit our faith
community, the Rochester Community, and the global community.

The Landing
On Sunday, May 15, 2022, Dan Fifield,
founder of The Landing MN, came to
speak at Mount Olive. The Landing
MN is a community outreach program
that helps to better the lives of the
homeless in our community. They are
in the process of moving to a new facility. Please keep the staff and clients of The
Landing MN in your prayers. For more information about the program, visit their website at
www.thelandingmn.org.

Women of the ELCA Service Event
On May 8, 2022, a few women
from Mount Olive participated
in a clean-up event that was
part of Rochester’s A Litter Bit
Better campaign. The weather
was wonderful, the company
was great, and we helped the
environment. Thank you!

Mount Olive Quilters
The quilters continue to meet
at 9:00 a.m. each Thursday
throughout the summer.
Anyone is welcome to join the group in the
Fellowship Hall on Thursday mornings, no
sewing experience is required.
If you have any questions, call Elaine Monson
at 507-272-6404
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Cardboard Box City - June 10-11

Summer Camp at Good Earth Village
This is our last push to get Mount Olive kids to sign up for summer camp! The week of July 10-15, we hope
to send as many kids to Good Earth Village as we can. Confirmation camp will be an overnight experience
for students currently in grades 6-8. Village Kids is a day camp from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. during that week and
is available for current kindergarteners – students in grade 5. You may
register online at goodearthvillage.org or contact Pastor Luke with
questions—luke@molive.org. Financial assistance is available.

Family Camping Weekend
The weekend of August 19-21 has been set for the annual Family Camping Weekend at Chester Woods. All
are welcome to come out to the park, enjoy outdoor activities and fellowship, worship around a campfire,
and even camp if you are interested! Families are encouraged to book campsites on the northeast section
of the campground soon. Use this link or visit www.olmstedcounty.gov/residents/parks-recreation/
recreation/ca.m.ping.

High School Graduate Recognition
Mount Olive’s graduating high school seniors were recognized in worship on May 22nd at the 10:30 a.m.
service and given a gift from the congregation. Additionally, Joshua Fletcher was presented with his
diploma, by his mother and home-school teacher, Carrie Fletcher. A reception in their honor followed the
service. Congratulations to Amy Bachman, Joshua Fletcher, Eli Klavetter, Parker Klavetter, and Annika
Natzke!

Annika Natzke
Amy Bachman

Joshua Fletcher

Eli Klavetter

Parker Klavetter

Education

Cardboard Box City is a fundraising and awareness building
event for Family Promise that can be attended in-person, or
virtually. This hybrid event provides young people and their
families with a greater, personal understanding of the challenges facing families who are experiencing homelessness
right here in our own community. Individuals, families, or
groups spend the night in a cardboard box “house” that they
make and decorate. Come spend the night at the Berean
Church, where we will have activities, entertainment, and
presentations throughout the evening related to family homelessness. Or you can participate from
home and sleep in your own yard or living room, joining us virtually. Please reach out to Pastor Luke if
you have a middle or high school youth that might be interested – luke@molive.org And go to
www.fprochestermn.org/event-details/cardboard-box-city-surviving-to-thrive for more details.

Olive Branch
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What's happening with Olive Branch This Summer?
Oodles of outreach events! We're shifting gears from weekly worship at Gray Duck
Theater to a variety of events at different spots in the city. As we make this move, we
want your love and prayers for this outreach effort. At the end of the summer, we'll
give you a full report. Meanwhile, here are a few of the many events Pastor Lisa and
Richard BC will be leading. Check the calendar at OliveBranchCommunity.org for more
details if you'd like to attend any of the following events:

No Homework Book Club
We'll meet at some fun Rochester locations for thirty minutes of reading whatever
you wish (bring a book or borrow one of ours), followed by conversation about what
we've been reading. The first session is at Forager Brewery on Monday, June 27,
6:00—7:30 p.m. Click here for the Eventbrite sign up:
No Homework Book Club Tickets, Mon, Jun 27, 2022 at 6:00 P.M. | Eventbrite

Meet-up at the OneVoice Concert
One Voice Mixed Chorus is Minnesota's own - and one of North America's
largest - LGBTQ and straight allies community chorus. Get your own tickets
to their Sunday, June 19, concert at the Ordway, share a ride with us to St. Paul if you wish, and join us for
dinner out after the show if you desire.

5K Wine Run at Four Daughters
This Spring Valley winery/eatery will find us running in and out among the vineyard
rows on Saturday, July 9, 9 a.m. to noon. Click below to register and get a free Olive
Branch t-shirt to run in! (while supplies last) You can choose any start-time available,
and we’ll gather afterward in the restaurant/patio to grab some food and beverages,
and enjoy the winery. Four Daughters Wine Run 5k (runsignup.com)

Office Hours at
Fiddlehead Flats
Where can you find Pastor Lisa
or Richard every Monday this
summer? At our favorite local
coffee shop, Fiddlehead Coffee
Co. (Government Center location) Come pull up a
chair and chat! No appointment necessary, just
drop in between 1:30 and 3:00 p.m..

Thirsty Thursgays
Fiddlehead Coffee sponsors this
weekly time on Thursdays 4-10 p.m.
at their Govt. Center location to
meet friends and chat with yummy
beverages and treats.

Something special in August
Watch for it: Camp for grown-ups! Three consecutive
nights of music, laughter, art, and theology.

Olive Branch at Pride
After a 2 year hiatus due to the pandemic, Rochester Pride took
place on Saturday, May 21. Richard and Lisa, along with a contingent of Olive Branch helpers, spent the day celebrating by sharing
lollipops, pronoun buttons, and invitations to connect with Olive
Branch this summer. Thanks to all who joined the Olive Branch/
Mount Olive table with your presence of God’s unfailing,
unconditional love of God.

Summer Fellowship Sponsors Needed

Project Comfort Coffees
Following both services on July 17, Ruth Circle members will serve treats and lemonade and will accept a
free will offering to support the Lutheran World Relief Quilt and Shipping Fund. All offerings collected will
go directly to LWR to help defray the cost of shipping the care kits and quilts to people in need around the
world. Checks can be made out to Mount Olive with “Project Comfort” on the memo line and given the
day of the coffee or during worship at any time. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Lyra Baroque Orchestra Summer Concerts
Lyra returns to Mount Olive for orchestra concerts on Friday, June 10 at 5:30 and
7:30 p.m.. and a chamber concert on Thursday, June 23 at 7:00 p.m.. The orchestra
concert, entitled “Venice of the North” features the tradition of Italian music being
edited and adapted in Holland with a concerto by Mancini, created for recorder
soloist Cléa Galhano. The chamber concert, “Mélange à Trois: Seventeenth-Century Sonatas in Europe”
features seldom heard seventeenth-century ricercars and sonatas. For more information and ticket
purchase, visit www.lyrabaroque.org.

Summer Fellowship Ideas?
Do you have a favorite summer event or activity that you would like to invite
your Mount Olive friends to? Past summer activities have included trips to
Berne Pizza, bike rides, concerts, plays, and more. Choose an event and learn
the details; we can help you spread the news, provide a sign-up sheet and publicity at church. Contact Nancy Britson for more information—nancy@molive.org.

Mount Olive Women Continue to Plan for the Future
A group of women met Tuesday, May 31 at 5:30 p.m. to begin making concrete plans for the future of
Mount Olive’s women of the ELCA organization. Travis Beck will be facilitating this discussion. If you would
like to be a part of it, contact Nancy Britson in the church office –nancy@molive.org. For more information
about Women of the ELCA go to: https://www.womenoftheelca.org/

Green Thumbs Needed

Thank You Spring clean up crew!!

If you enjoy flower gardening, your assistance with the church’s
flower beds this summer would be most welcome! Help is needed
with weeding, watering, dead-heading flowers, or even planting
annuals. Keeping things looking nice takes many hands! Please
contact Bill Hollander - bill.h@molive.org if you are willing to help.

Fellowship

We’re trying something new for Sunday Fellowship this summer. We hope to
have a casual fellowship and refreshment time following the 8:00 a.m. service
that will begin in the Gathering Area and will spill out onto the patio in nicer
weather. Look for the large sign-up poster in the Gathering Area to see the dates
that are open for you to provide treats, serve, and clean up. Chat with friends,
family, or a Mount Olive group you’re a part of and sign up for the week or weeks you’d like to help out!
Nancy Britson, will send you some basic guidelines the week before you’re signed up. Contact Nancy
with any questions—nancy@molive.org.
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Moms Demand Action Meeting Invitation
Since the violence at Robb Elementary, I keep remembering this moment. It was the
Spring of 2019. I had just crossed the Canada/US border with my 2-year old buckled in
her car seat, and I had to pull over because I was crying too hard to drive.
A single thought wouldn’t escape my mind: Why am I bringing my baby to a country where school shootings are so
frequent? If anything happens, I will never forgive myself.
On the side of the highway I pulled out my phone, determined to find a way to channel my fear into action. That is
when I learned that the Rochester Moms Demand Action chapter meets monthly at Mount Olive Lutheran Church.
Moms Demand Action is a grassroots movement of Americans fighting for public safety measures that can protect
people from gun violence and working to encourage a culture of responsible gun ownership. Our local chapter has
incredibly gifted and courageous members who will no doubt inspire and impress you with their leadership.
Please consider joining me and others from Mount Olive at the next Moms Demand Action meeting:
Monday, June 13, 7:00 – 8:30 pm. All genders are welcome, you do not need to be a parent to participate.
Let’s work together to keep our communities, families and children safe.
Pastor Lisa

Bolder Options Sportacular Tailgate Challenge
Bolder Options, the youth mentoring organization that has an office at Mount Olive, is having their
annual “Sportacular Tailgate Challenge” on Saturday, June 18th, 5:00-8:00 p.m. at Mayo Field. There
will be games and activities the whole family will enjoy along with sports celebrities, food, a silent auction and more.
To register for the event or learn how to donate auction items, visit one.bidpal.net/2022tailgate/welcome.

Mount Olive’s Welcome Statement:
“We trust that God calls Mount Olive Lutheran Church to a ministry of reconciliation. We embrace as a gift the diversity of our neighborhood and the world, and we extend God’s hospitality by welcoming, hearing, and treasuring:
All gender identities and sexual orientations
All races and ethnicities
All ages and abilities
All economic statuses and education levels
All faith journeys and personal histories
As Christ welcomes all, we too welcome the full inclusion of all people into the life, ministry, and sacra.m.ents of
Mount Olive, joining in a journey toward greater love, understanding, and mutual respect.”

Mount Olive Lutheran Church
2830 18th Ave. NW
Rochester, MN 55901
507-288-1580
Website: molive.org

A Reconciling in
Christ Community
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