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Mount Olive is a welcoming and inclusive congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA), serving our neighbors in Rochester, Minnesota. Our core identity is lived out in 

four ways: Worship, Service, Education, and Fellowship. 
 

Mount Olive’s Welcome Statement: 
“We trust that God calls Mount Olive Lutheran Church to a ministry of reconciliation. We   
 embrace as a gift the diversity of our neighborhood and the world, and we extend God's  

hospitality by welcoming, hearing, and treasuring: All gender identities, gender expressions, and 
sexual orientations; All races and ethnicities; All ages and abilities; All economic statuses and  

education levels; All faith journeys and personal histories. We work for racial equity and commit 
to anti-racism as the way of right relationship with God and one another. As Christ welcomes all, 
we too welcome the full inclusion of all people into the life, ministry, and sacraments of Mount 

Olive, joining in a journey toward greater love, understanding, and mutual respect.”  
 
 

About Worship at Mount Olive Lutheran: 

Welcome Center 
 As you leave the Sanctuary, directly to the right, you’ll find the Welcome Desk.  Please stop by to  
 introduce yourself and ask any questions you may have about Mount Olive. Please talk to an usher if 

you would like a large print bulletin or a hearing assistance device. Feel free to contact Nancy Britson, 
Director of Congregational Life if you have further questions. 

 

Communion 
 We celebrate Holy Communion each week. All are welcome to the Lord’s Supper. If you choose to 

come forward, please cup your hands to receive a wafer. You are then invited to take a small cup of 
red wine or white grape juice from the tray . Gluten free wafers are available upon request; please 
verbally indicate your choice to the server.  Leave your empty cup in the basket provided. 

 

 The Lord’s Prayer 
While we have only one version of the Lord’s prayer printed in the bulletin, everyone is invited to say 
it aloud in any language or version of their choosing.  We encourage opening the prayer with an 

 image of God that is comforting and life-giving for you, including Our Mother, Our Father, Holy One, 
 or Creator, to name a few. 
 

Creeds 
When we recite creeds in worship, we are connected across time and place with the multitudes who 
have recited the same or similar words. We use different creeds from week to week as a way to 
acknowledge there are many different ways of expressing that in which we put our trust. Try not to 
think of creeds as a line in the sand – you’re in, or you’re out.  Rather, think of it as a time to be     
curious, and to place trust outside yourself and what you can comprehend.  

 

Video Recording 
This service is recorded and published on YouTube. Note that parishioners will not generally appear 
in the recording unless seated in the front rows of the sanctuary. You can find the services at 
www.youtube.com/MountOliveELCA.   
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1 O Morning Star, how fair and bright! 
 You shine with God's own truth and light, 
 aglow with grace and mercy! 
 Of Jacob's line, King David's son, 
 our Lord and Savior, you have won 
 our hearts to serve you only! 
 Lowly, holy! 
 Great and glorious, all victorious, 
 rich in blessing! 
 Rule and might o'er all possessing! 

5 Oh, let the harps break forth in sound! 
 Our joy be all with music crowned, 
 our voices gaily blending! 
 For Christ goes with us all the way— 
 today, tomorrow, ev'ry day! 
 His love is never ending! 
 Sing out! Ring out! 
 Jubilation! Exultation! Tell the story! 
 Praise to Christ, who reigns in glory! 

3 Lord, when you look on us in love, 
 at once there falls from God above 
 a ray of purest pleasure. 
 Your word and Spirit, flesh and blood 
 refresh our souls with heav'nly food. 
 You are our dearest treasure! 
 Let your mercy warm and cheer us! 
 Oh, draw near us! 
 For you teach us God's own love through you has reached us.  

GATHERING 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism (Please stand as you are able.) 
 P: Blessed be the holy Trinity ☩, one God, the fountain of living water, 
  the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. 
 C: Amen 
 P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and  
  forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism... 
 

 P: We praise you for these life-giving waters, and ask that you satisfy all who thirst with life  
  only you can give. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ, our living water, 
  in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  
 C: Amen   
 

Gathering Hymn      “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright!” ELW #308 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright” Words © 1978 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727717. All rights reserved.   
 

Apostolic Greeting 

 P: The kindness of Jesus, the love of our Creator, and the friendship of the Holy Spirit  
  be with you all.    C:   And also with you. 
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Gloria 
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Mo  -  ther 

Cre - a -  tor 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayer of the Day 
 P: Let us pray, 
 C: Almighty and ever-living God, you revealed your Son to the nations by the brilliant shining 
  of a star. Shine the light of your justice always in our hearts and over all lands, and accept 
  our lives as the treasure we offer in your praise, through Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
  lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now are forever. Amen.  

WORD 
     The Second Sunday of Christmas  
       
 

First Reading                Isaiah 60:1-6 (NRSVUE, Adapted)  
 L: Word of God, Word of Life. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Children’s Message  
 

Gospel Acclamation (Please stand.)      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gospel Reading Matthew 2:1-12 (NRSV) pew Bible pg. 783  
 P:   The Good News according to Saint Matthew. 
 C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

 P: The Good News of the Reign of God.  
 C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon  Rev. Lisa Janke 
 

Hymn of the Day “Take Us Home by Another Way” by Christopher Grundy 
                                                                    Written in response to the Jan. 6 insurrection on Epiphany 2021  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Page 5 

1    The mountains and the hills made low 
the rough places made plain 
the despots thrown down from their thrones 
‘til only love remains.      refrain 

3    So when the Proud Boys and the Klan 
ask where the Christ child lies 
just tell ‘em that you’ll let them know 
next time you’re passing by.    refrain 

2   No offerings for billionaires 
to make them richer still 
bring all your frankincense and myrrh 
that the hungry may be filled.     refrain 

4 So when things get tough  
      and feet are tired 

we’ll know it’ll be okay. 
cause we’ll pave the way with justice 
going home by another way.  



Confession of Faith              inspired by Julian of Norwich   

 P: Let us affirm our faith.  We trust God who creates, 
 C: the Ground and Source of Everything, the Great Mystery with ten thousand names. 
 P: We trust God who loves, 
 C: the generous Christ of creation, Love embodied. In Jesus of Nazareth we know a life of 
   interconnection with our neighbors. With the generations of the faithful, we count  
   ourselves disciples of this Way, always learning, always expanding in God’s way of love. 
 P:   We trust God who sustains, 
 C:  the Holy Spirit who is at home in our lives, who guides us into the richness of life,  
  including the heights and depths of the human story.  
 

Intercessory Prayers    
 L: Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, and  
  all who are in need. 
 

 L: Hear us, O God. 
 C: Your mercy is great. 
 

Peace 
 P:   The peace of Christ be with you always.        
 C: And also with you.      
 

            (Please share a sign of God’s peace with one another.) 
 
 

   MEAL 
Gathering of Gifts & Offerings   

In the seasons of Christmas and Epiphany we are reminded of the ways that God is revealed to us, often  
in surprising ways.  A child in a manger, visitors from afar, a star, a voice from heaven: all these are  

reminders that God is with us.  Our gifts are a response to God’s revelations. Thank you for your gifts. 
 

Offertory  
 

Offertory Response (Please stand.)      “What Child Is This”       Vs. 3 
 

  So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, peasant, king, to own him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him. 

  This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary. 
   

Offering Prayer  
 P: God of glory, 
 C: great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you bestow. Use us and 

these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in 
your saving grace, through Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
  P: The Lord be with you. 
  C: And also with you. 
  P: Lift up your hearts. 
  C: We lift them to the Lord. 
  P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should always and everywhere…. 
   we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 
     
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eucharistic Prayer and Words of Institution 

 

Today, you’re invited to address God in this prayer of Jesus using Our Light or any other image you prefer.  
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 P:   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray the prayer Jesus taught his first disciples.  
 C:   Our Light, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;   
  and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and   
  lead us not into  temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the  
  power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
  

 P: Come to the table, receive this gift of love. All, without exception, are welcome here.  
 

Please be seated 
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All are welcome to the Lord’s Supper. As you come forward, please cup your hands to receive bread. You are then     
invited to take a small cup of red wine or white grape juice from the tray. Gluten free wafers are available upon      

 request; please verbally indicate your choice to the server. Leave your empty cup in the basket provided. 
 

Agnus Dei          “Lamb of God”        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Communion Hymn   “We Three Kings of Orient Are”  

 

Page 8 

1 We three kings of Orient are; 
 bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
 field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
  following yonder star. 

3    Frankincense to offer have I; 
 incense owns a deity nigh; 
 prayer and praising, gladly raising, 
 worshiping God Most High.     Refrain 

Refrain 
 Oh, star of wonder, star of night, 
 star with royal beauty bright; 
 westward leading, still proceeding, 
       guide us to thy perfect light! 

4    Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 
 breathes a life of gathering gloom; 
 sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 
 sealed in the stone-cold tomb.     Refrain 

2     Born a king on Bethlehem’s plain, 
 gold I bring to crown him again; 
 king forever, ceasing never, 
  over us all to reign.  Refrain 

5     Glorious now behold him arise, 
 King and God and Sacrifice; 
 heav’n sings alleluia: 
 alleluia the earth replies.  Refrain 



Post Communion Blessing (Please stand as you are able.) 

 P: May the gifts of this table strengthen you and hold you in love and grace.   
   C:    Amen.  
 

Prayer after Communion       
 P:   Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift and ponder in 
  our hearts the mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the wonders of your love 
  in the everyday moments of our lives, through Christ born in us.  
 C:   Amen. 

 SENDING 
Benediction    

 P: The triune God, glorious Mystery, holy Incarnate One, abiding Comforter, ☩  bless you 
  with endless grace, peace, and joy. 
 C: Amen. 
 

 
 

Sending Hymn                    “We are Marching in the Light”                    ELW #866 
   

  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dismissal  
 L: Glory to God in the highest! 
 C:   And peace to God’s people on earth! 
 L: Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. 
 C: Thanks be to God.  
 
 

Postlude   

 We are marching in the light of God, 
 we are marching in the light of God. 
 We are marching in the light of God, 
 we are marching in the light of God. 
 

 We are marching, (marching, we are marching, marching,) 
 we are marching in the light of God. 
 We are marching, (marching, we are marching, marching,) 
 we are marching in the light of God. 
 

Additional stanzas: 
 We are dancing . . . 
 We are praying . . . 
 We are singing . . . 



Welcome, Worship Guests! 
We hope your worship experience with us is uplifting and a blessing 

to you today. If you are a visitor to Mount Olive you can fill out a 

Connection Card from the pew rack indicating if you are interested in learning more about 

Mount Olive: receiving our monthly newsletter, weekly email news, would like to learn 

more about membership or if you have a prayer concern or other comment to share. You 

may also visit the Welcome Desk in the entry following the service. Mount Olive members, 

please use a Connection Card for prayer concerns, comments, or to change contact info. 

You're invited to the Fellowship Hall for coffee and cookies following the service! 

Congregational prayers for healing and comfort …   
         

 

 
Mount Olive members and friends who are grieving, ill, or recovering, and the family 

members holding vigil with or supporting the recovering and/or dying.  

       Our companions in ministry in Bogota, Colombia and Kijota, Tanzania, who celebrate all 

the ways that God is revealed to us, just as we do. 

       Our nation, in this new year, in need of hope that justice and integrity will prevail, and 

those who seek only their own power and wealth will come to naught. 

       Our communities continuing the struggle to end the scourge of gun violence in our     

nation.  Give all elected leaders the courage to seek solutions to end this madness. 

       All people enduring the horrors of war, especially the people of Ukraine and Sudan, en-

during unspeakable destruction and suffering, and the people of Gaza, returning to a 

homeland in ruins. 

       All those suffering the effects of flood or fire, hurricane or drought due to climate 

change.  Give all people the resolve to do what we can to reverse this trend and protect 

those most vulnerable. 

Flowers are given to the glory of God by… 
       Catherine Hurley in memory of her mother, Joan Odland and grandmother, Helen  
       Perrenoud.  Helen’s birthday was January 4th and Joan’s was January 8th.   

Our Homebound Members 



 

Offerings  
If you would like to make a financial gift to Mount Olive, you can  
place it in the offering plate, send it by mail to 2830 18th Ave. NW,  
Rochester, MN 55901, donate using the QR code at the right, or click the 
“donate now” button at  molive.org. Your gifts help to keep Mount Olive's 
ministry going strong.  

Sunday, January 4 
   8:00a - Worship Service  
   9:00a - Coffee Fellowship 
   9:15a - Sunday School 
   9:15a - Sunday Forum 
 10:30a - Worship Service  
 11:30a - Coffee Fellowship 
   4:00p - Olive Branch Concert 

Monday, January 5 
  5:00p - Bolder Options 
  5:30p - Pray Without Ceasing 
  6:00p - Olive Branch Artist Studio 
  6:00p - Scout Committee Meeting 
  6:30p - Scout Troop Planning 
  7:30p - Scouts PLC Meeting 
Tuesday, January 6 
  9:30a - Staff Planning Meeting 
10:00a - Performer’s Group 
  3:00p - SAIL Active Aging Class 

  4:00p - Bolder Options 
  5:30p - Women’s Study Leaders  
  6:30p - Women’s Ministry Team   
  6:30p - Full Council 
  7:00p - Al-Anon ACOA Meeting  

Wednesday, January 7 
12:30p - Bookmobile in Parking Lot 
  5:30p - Facility and Grounds Team 
  6:30p - Confirmation  
  7:00p - Mount Olive Choir 
 

Thursday, January 8 
  9:00a - Mount Olive Quilters 
 10:00a - Roch. Area Music Teachers 
 11:00a - Bolder Options  
   1:00p - Painting Group 
   3:00p - SAIL Active Aging Class   
   4:30p - Brews Brothers at LTS 
   6:30p - Cub Scout Den Meeting 
   7:00p - Glory Bells 

   7:00p - In the Process Al-Anon  
   8:15p - Mount Olive Brass   
Friday, January 9 
9:30a - Ripe Olives 
 7:30p - Lyra Baroque Orch. Concert 
 

Saturday, January 10 
8:30a - Men’s Discipleship 
  9:30a - Altar Guild Setup 
  9:00a - How Al-Anon Works Group 
  1:00p - Women’s Game Event  
Sunday, January 11 
   8:00a - Worship Service  
   9:00a - Coffee Fellowship 
   9:15a - Sunday School 
   9:15a - Annual Budget Review 
 10:30a - Worship Service  
 11:30a - Coffee Fellowship 
   
 

 

This Week at Mount Olive    

Worship Participants Sunday 8:00 am    Sunday 10:30 am    

Preaching Rev. Lisa Janke 

Presiding Minister Rev. Byron Milene 

Organist/Pianist Deacon Travis Beck 

Assisting Minister  Jenn DeClercq Donna Miller 

Lector Rob Nelson Connie Mudore 

Greeters Helen Russell Sarah Jerde and Sunday School  

Ushers Don Halley, Curt Britson Mark Masbruch, Dave Mickelson 

Communion Assistant Rob Nelson Jill Mickelson 

Welcome Desk Nancy Britson Nancy Britson/Wendy Dennison 

Altar Guild Stephanie Pasch  

Livestream Video Jonathan Jackson  

https://molive.org/index.php/newsletter


Dorothy Day House Volunteers Needed For 2026 
Mount Olive Volunteers provide a meal to the guests at Dorothy Day  

Hospitality House on the first Friday evening of each month.  Volunteers 

provide and share a family-style meal with the guests in the home’s dining 

room. A sign-up sheet for 2026 is on the cabinet in the Gathering Area. 

Training is provided if needed. If you have any questions, please contact Mark & Sarah Jerde 

-  sarahjerdepa@gmail.com.  Please consider signing up for this vital ministry.  

Altar Flowers  
The 2026 sign-up schedule to provide flowers in the chancel for birthdays, anniversaries, 

baptisms, births, or in memory of loved ones is available on the Gathering Area cabinet. 

Write your name on the chart, fill out a payment envelope and drop it in the offering plate 

or office drop box.  Orders must be received at least one week in advance.  

Sunday Forum This Week 
At the Forum this Sunday at 9:15 am in the Fellowship Hall, our 

guest will be Annie Kuthart from the ELCA Truth Seeking and Truth 

Telling Initiative. She will talk about the historical practice of Native 

American boarding schools in the U.S. and how Lutherans were involved.  Next Sunday,  

January 11, Terry Krieger, Mount Olive Office Administrator, will present the proposed 

budget for 2026.  Believe it or not, Terry will make this fun! 

Next Sunday’s Readings: 

Isaiah 42:1-9  
The servant of the 
Lord brings justice 

Psalm 29  
The voice of the Lord 
is upon the waters.  

Matthew 3:13-17  
Revelation of Christ 
as God’s servant 

Acts 10:34-43  
Jesus’ ministry after 
his baptism 

Thank You From Pastor Glenn 
Thank you, thank you, from the bottom of our heart, for all the gifts, 

generous words, and expressions of love that we received at the         

Retirement Open House and during our last days at Mount Olive.   

What a gift you all have been to us.  We look forward to hearing what  

wonderful things God has in store for you in the years ahead.  All the 

best.  In Christ’s Love, Pastor Glenn and Ruth 

mailto:sarahjerdepa@gmail.com


Mount Olive Food Pantries 

Mount Olive now has food pantries in 

the office and back hallway. The in-

tended recipients are Head Start fami-

lies and also anyone in our community who ex-

presses a need for food. Donations of shelf-stable 

(non-expired) food items may be left in the office. 

You may also donate funds, just note that it is for 

the Mount Olive Food Pantry. 

Constitution Changes 
At the 2025 Annual Meeting on  

January 25, 2026, the congregation 

will be voting on several changes to 

the Constitution.  Many were recom-

mended by the churchwide ELCA and 

the other change is in relation to our 

Endowment.  Copies to review are 

available in the office. 

Artist Studio: Star Edition 
Monday, January 5, 6:00 – 7:30pm 

Calling all creatives! We need your help making stars of all sizes to dec-

orate our sanctuary for these Sundays after Epiphany. All the supplies 

you need will be there, along with treats to sustain you as you work in 

the Library meeting room. All ages welcome! 

ISAIAH Caucus Training Event 
Monday, January 19, (Martin Luther King Jr. Day)  2:00-4:00 pm OR 6:00-8:00 pm, Mount 

Olive Fellowship Hall  Mount Olive’s ISAIAH Team is hosting a caucus training (with a choice 

of times) to equip you. to better voice your  opinion of our current political scene. Building a 

world that justly serves people requires that we all step up and   participate, starting with 

Minnesota’s precinct caucuses. Precincts are a grass roots ground-level way for us to get 

involved and be heard.  Please contact: Rob Nelson - 218-371-6853, Dave Mickelson - 507-

281-9414, or Jonathan Jackson with your questions and to confirm your attendance. 

Women’s Game Event January 10 
Women of Mount Olive, you are invited to “Girls Just Want to Have 

Fun!”, a  game event on January 10, 2026, 1:00 - 3:00 pm. Keep       

connected this January! This is a warm invitation to gather for a time 

of games and fun! There will be hot cocoa, with many toppings to 

choose from, and fun for all Mount Olive women. Bring your favorite 

mug and a game to share or you may make a choice from our collection.  



Brews Brothers Meets At LTS 
Brews Brothers, a fellowship opportunity for Mount Olive men, continues to meet the  

second Thursday of each month at a local brewery. On Thursday, January 8, 4:30 to 6:00 

pm, they will be meeting at Life’s Too Short (LTS) Brewery at 2001 32nd Ave. NW in Roches-

ter. Come to chat and enjoy a good beer. All are welcome! Contact Keith  

Hanson at kjhanson17@gmail.com with questions. 

Hearing Accessibility in Worship (Not just for those with hearing aids) 
It is for anyone who goes to churches, restaurants, appointments, stores, movies, etc.  

Today's smartphones have little-known hearing accessibility features deep within their    

operating systems that will provide all with some truly amazing benefits. Contact Gerard 

Goulet with questions - 507-269-9036. Hearing devices are also at the Welcome Desk.   

Weekend Volunteers Needed in January 
Stop by the Welcome Desk after worship to sign up as a worship volunteer or look for the 

fellowship sign up on the Gathering Area cabinet.  Our Worship and Fellowship volunteer 

schedules are also available on Sign Up Genius:  Worship Volunteers 

(assisting minister, lector, greeter, usher):  

tinyurl.com/jtzbwjkm. Fellowship Volunteers (Coffee makers, servers, 

bringing treats):  tinyurl.com/fsd3f.   

Pray Without Ceasing  
On Mondays, 5:30 - 6:00 pm, in the Mount Olive Sanctuary, all are welcome to 

“Pray Without Ceasing,” our short, contemplative service of music, meditation 

and readings. As part of an ELCA initiative hundreds of churches also do, we 

center our hearts on the needs of our community and our neighbors.     

Ripe Olives in January 
Ripe Olives is Mount Olive’s group for retired and semi-

retired folks to gather for a meal,  fellowship, learning and 

fun. They meet on the 2nd Friday of each month at 9:30 am. On January 9, our guest will  

be Valerie Wassmer from the History Center of Olmsted County. She will share about the  

Stoppels, a German family who settled in Rochester in the 1850’s. Breakfast is provided with 

a free will offering. Sign up in the Gathering Area or RSVP to Nancy - nancy@molive.org.  

mailto:kjhanson17@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/jtzbwjkm
https://tinyurl.com/yfufsd3f
mailto:nancy@molive.org
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Mount Olive Staff       Office Phone: 507-288-1580             office@molive.org 
Rev. Lisa Janke      Directing Pastor       lisa@molive.org 

Rev. Byron Milene     Interim Pastor                                                  byron@molive.org 

Dea. Travis Beck     Director of Worship, Music, and Arts           travis@molive.org 

Dr. Richard Bruxvoort Colligan  Director of Spiritual Formation           richard@molive.org 

Evan Fitzsimmons     Director of Children, Youth, and Family  evan@molive.org 

Terry Krieger      Office Administrator                  terry@molive.org 

Nancy Britson      Director of Congregational Life                    nancy@molive.org 

Carrie Fletcher      Director of Service and Social Outreach      carrie@molive.org 

Renee Schaefer     Sunday Fellowship Volunteer Coordinator  renee@molive.org 

Welcome Pastor Byron! 
Pastor Byron Meline will be serving Mount Olive part time as an  

interim pastor beginning this Sunday, January 4.  After 40 years 

of pastoral ministry he retired on June 30, 2021, having served as 

Senior Pastor at Zion Lutheran in Stewartville for the last twelve 

years of his ministry.  He served as part-time interim pastor at 

Bethel Lutheran in Rochester from July 2022 to August 2024. He 

grew up on a farm north of Moorhead, MN and is a Twins and 

Vikings fan. He has been married to his wife, Lois, for 49 years 

and they have five children and five grandchildren.  Let’s all give 

Pastor Byron a warm welcome to Mount Olive!   

Lutheran World Relief 

During the month of January, we will again be collecting items 

for LWR Baby Care Kits. Only brand-new items please, the   

exception is diapers made from recycled T-shirts. Visit the table in the entry to pick up a list 

of the needed items. Monetary donations are also accepted and will be used to purchase 

needed items. Place donations in the LWR bin in the entryway at church by February 1. 

Contact Sherry Will with any questions or to volunteer to help assemble kits on February 8.   


