
 

 

 

Introducing Interim Pastor Byron Meline  
Greetings, people of Mount Olive!  My name is Pastor Byron Meline, and I 

am looking forward to serving part-time as interim pastor at Mount Olive 

beginning January 4.  After 40 years of pastoral ministry I retired on June 30, 

2021, having served as Senior Pastor at Zion Lutheran in Stewartville for the 

last twelve years of my ministry.  Prior to that I served at Trinity Lutheran in 

Wanamingo, MN (1995-2009), First Lutheran of Highland and Whalan      

Lutheran Churches, Whalan, MN (1985-1995) and Calvary and Hauge         

Lutheran Churches of Alamo, ND (1981-1985). I served as part-time interim 

pastor at Bethel Lutheran in Rochester from July 2022 to August 2024. 

My wife, Lois, and I have been married 49 years.  We have five grown chil-

dren and are enjoying our five grandchildren who range in age from seven 

to eleven.  We appreciate whatever opportunities we get to spend with 

them!  We also enjoy traveling, camping, working in our yard and tackling 

projects around the house.   

I grew up on a dairy farm about 30 miles north of Moorhead, MN and am very thankful for the gifts that came to me 

in those first years of my life: an appreciation for the land, the sights, smells and sounds of the outdoors, enjoyment 

of animals and the ability to work hard and stay with a task until it is completed.   

Following high school graduation I attended California Lutheran Bible School in Los Angeles and graduated from       

Azusa Pacific College in Azusa, CA with a major in Social Work.  My seminary years were spent at Luther-

Northwestern Seminary (now Luther Seminary) in St. Paul, MN.  

A special joy over the years has been the opportunity and privilege of connecting with ministry 

partners in Mexico, Colombia and Tanzania.  My life has been enriched and my perspective 

broadened by visits with these dear siblings in Christ. 

I have been a Minnesota Twins and Minnesota Vikings fan since those teams began playing in 

Minnesota when I was seven years old. Like many of you, that has taught me how to deal with 

disappointment and to appreciate whatever successes may come our way! 

Once again, I look forward to ministering with you members and staff of Mount Olive as you 

search for your new pastor. 

Pastor Byron 
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A Time of Transition 
Look for all of the updates on the Call Process and Call Committee inside this page.  



   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

 C
o

n
gr

e
ga

ti
o

n
al

 L
if

e
 

2 
Pastor Glenn’s Farewell 
As I said in my remarks at my retirement Open 

House, it’s all about the people, it’s finally all about 

exactly what Jesus said it was:  loving God and loving 

one another.  Thank you so much for making my time 

as your pastor for the last 10 years such a joy.  You 

are a remarkable congregation, and I know that you 

will continue to do remarkable things and be a bright 

light in the world, especially for those who need hope 

so desperately.  Thank you also for the wonderful 

send-off, the gifts, and the reception on December 20

-21.  It was so fun and I hope a celebration not just of 

my ministry but of our ministry together.  A special 

thanks to the organizing committee, especially Terry Krieger, Nancy Britson, Pastor Lisa, and Mark Pasch, for 

all their work in organizing the celebration.  Please understand that even though I love you all,  

I will no longer be your pastor and cannot accept invitations to preside at funerals or weddings or services  

of any kind.  One exception to that is that I have asked the Council to approve my involvement in the even-

tual funeral for a long time, dear friend of mine, who has been on hospice for two years and whose funeral  

I have planned with him. That person is Dick DeRemee.  I will always cherish the years as your  

pastor.  Thank you. Thank you.  Blessings to you always.   ~ Pastor Glenn 
 

Call Process Update 
We continue to make good progress in our preparations to call a new pastor. Our Ministry Site Profile was 

completed by committee and will be sent to the Council for approval in January. We have also formed a Call 

Committee, elected by Council as per our constitution. We give thanks to the following people for their will-

ingness to serve: Call Committee Voting Members (6): Amy Determan, Keith Hanson, Sarah Jerde, Phil 

Lashinski, Laura Maschmann, Hannah Johns/Noah Mannix (these two youth are sharing one position) Alter-

nate Members: Donna Miller, Linda Persson 

Note that alternate members attend meetings with voice, but no vote, and are positioned to fill any vacancy 

for a voting member if needed. 

We are now moving to Phase III of the Call Process: The call committee will work with Rev. Barb Streed of 

the SEMN synod office to develop interview questions and protocols, and help prepare any further infor-

mation needed for candidates. When ready to begin interviews, the Call Committee will receive names from 

the synod through Rev. Barb. Please pray for our committee as they do this important work of discerning on 

our behalf.  
 

Annual Meeting January 25 
Beginning at noon on Sunday, January 25, 2025, the Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be held in the 

Fellowship Hall.  Lunch will be served beginning at 11:30 am. All confirmed members are encouraged to 

attend.  This meeting is a chance to learn more about both past accomplishments and future challenges, as 

well as thank those whose term of service has been completed. The agenda also includes a review of the 

annual report, election of church officers and Council members, passing the proposed budget, and a State of 

the Congregation report by our Directing Pastor, Pastor Lisa. Pastor Lisa will also be sharing an update on 

the Capital Campaign and the latest sketches and plans from the architects. In addition we will be voting on 

Constitutional changes relating to Endowment and updates suggested by the ELCA. Copies to review are 

available in the office. Plan to attend to add your voice and vote. 
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3 Epiphany Worship 
On Sunday, January 4, the second Sunday of Christmas, our worship will lean into 

Epiphany - often celebrated on January 6 - as we hear about the magi visiting Jesus, 

following the star. This will conclude the "What do you fear" worship series we have 

been following through Advent and Christmas.  

Sunday Volunteer Opportunities in the New Year 
Each Sunday, we rely on worship volunteers to keep the services running smoothly and fellowship volun-

teers to show hospitality to all of the guests at Fellowship time. Everyone's help is appreciated, whether the 

role is small or large, and all ages are welcome to be involved. Sign up to help in worship by using the Sign 

Up Genius link https://tinyurl.com/jtzbwjkm, or sign up at the Welcome Desk following worship. Contact 

Nancy Britson, Director of Congregational Life with questions about worship roles. To help with making 

coffee, serving or providing treats for Fellowship time, use the online link: https://tinyurl.com/2zhb9v5n or 

contact Renee Schaefer, Sunday Fellowship Volunteer Coordinator at renee@molive.org. 

Pray Without Ceasing 

Mondays 5:30 - 6:00 pm in the Sanctuary  

All are welcome to “Pray Without Ceasing,” our short, contemplative service of music,                                 

meditation and readings. As part of an ELCA initiative, we join with hundreds of other churches                 

and center our hearts on the needs of our community and our neighbors. Drop in any Monday night. 

Our Grant Year is a Wrap! 
Thanks to the generosity of a Vital Worship Grant from the Calvin Institute of Christian 

Worship (funded by Lilly Endowment, Inc.), we were treated to four wonderful pillar 

events in 2025. Who was your favorite?: Extraordinary musical storyteller Ken Medema, 

award winning singer/songwriter Namoli Brennet, world storyteller Valerie Tutson, or 

author/theologian faith leader Brian McLaren? Each one provided their own unique angle 

on our theme, “Our Stories, God’s Story.”  
 

Great big thanks to all who attended, and to the many leaders who stepped up to assist. From amazing ticket-givers, 

kitchen maestros, hospitality all-stars, and breathtaking clean-up crews, you all made it happen.  

    Congregational Life 
ISAIAH Caucus Training Event 
Monday, January 19   (Martin Luther King Jr. Day)   

2:00-4:00 pm OR 6:00-8:00 pm 

Mount Olive Fellowship Hall 

Mount Olive ISAIAH Team is hosting a caucus training (with a choice of times) to equip you to better voice your  

opinion of our current political scene. Building a world that justly serves people requires that we all step up and   

participate, starting with Minnesota’s precinct caucuses. Precincts are a grass roots ground-level way for us to get 

involved and be heard.  Please contact: Rob Nelson - 218-371-6853, Dave Mickelson - 507-281-9414, or Jonathan 

Jackson with your questions and to confirm your attendance. 

https://tinyurl.com/jtzbwjkm
https://tinyurl.com/2zhb9v5n
mailto:renee@molive.org
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4 2nd Sunday of Service 

In December, the Sunday School children made Christmas cards for our homebound members and other 

members of local care facilities.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Channel One 

There are over 45,000 people facing food insecurity in our region. If you are able, please consider making an 

online donation to assist Channel One in addressing food insecurity. The food shelf is used significantly more 

over the holidays. You may donate funds to Channel One by going to the Mount Olive website by clicking 

here, or by check. Be sure to designate Channel One in the memo.  
 

Dorothy Day House Volunteers Needed 

We are grateful for all the people who volunteered their Friday evenings in 2025 to 

serve a meal at the Dorothy Day Hospitality House. In 2026, Mount Olive will continue 

to have the opportunity to provide a meal and dine with the House’s guests on the 

first Friday of each month. The Jerde family is excited to welcome new volunteers to 

the team. We’ll serve along with you, to orient you to the space and culture. Please 

sign up in the Gathering Space or contact sarahjerdepa@gmail.com.  

 

Family Promise Update 

Family Promise is looking for help with restocking their supply cabinets and pantries weekly. They need      

volunteers for two more weeks each month. You can do this whatever day and time works best for you. They 

would like to have volunteers set to come on a regular basis.  

Life Skills classes have been renamed as Promise Group events and are resuming this month. They will need 

at least two volunteers for each class to watch the children. You must be fully trained and have a background 

check approved before you can help with this opportunity.  

They are also looking to grow their group of volunteers who are willing to be on-call 

for transporting their guests when they request rides. They have had several of their 

guests asking for help with transportation. You will be able to use your own vehicle or 

their 15-passenger van. To learn more, please go to the Family Promise website and 

log into the volunteer portal. There are some additional training requirements. 
 

Mount Olive Food Pantries  
Mount Olive has food pantries in the church office and in the Head Start hallway to support those that are 

experiencing food insecurity in our community. The pantries are open to anyone - church members, Head 

Start families, or community members -  that may need some extra food.   

Bring donations of shelf-stable food items to the church office. If bringing items from your 

own shelves, please check that they are not expired. You may also donate funds for the 

purchase of needed food items or grocery gift cards, just note that it is for the Mount Olive 

Food Pantry. Contact the church office with any questions.   

https://secure.myvanco.com/YKR4/campaign/C-YXZ6
mailto:sarahjerdepa@gmail.com
https://volunteer.bloomerang.co/volunteer/#/join-party?k=ax39xommvjbx0x
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5 Lutheran World Relief 

During the month of January, we will again be collecting items for LWR Baby 

Care Kits. Only brand-new items please, the exception is diapers made from 

recycled T-shirts. Each kit requires the following baby items outlined in the table below.  

Place donations in the LWR bin in the entryway at church by February 1. Contact Sherry Will with any  

questions or to volunteer to help assemble kits on February 8.  If you would like to know more about this 

organization or kits, go to LWR.org. 

 

Mitten Tree Thank You 
Thank you for the donations of winter items for the children at Elton Hills Elementary School and Gage  

Elementary. With your generous donations of funds, we purchased gift cards to help families get some 

much-needed food for the holidays. We were also able to share some of the donated handmade winter 

hats with the children of Head Start. 

Mount Olive Prayer Shawl Group 
The Mount Olive prayer shawl group will meet on January 13 at 10:00 am. Yarn, 

needles, patterns, and guidance are supplied; please contact Vickie Kubly if you 

would like to join the group—507-282-7696. If you would like to request a prayer 

shawl for someone who is experiencing illness, loss, or a difficult time, please   

contact Vickie, or you may call the church office at 507-288-1580.  
 

Mount Olive Quilters 

The quilters meet each Thursday at 9:00 am in the Fellowship Hall to prepare and tie 

quilts that are sent to Lutheran World Relief and local service organizations. The quilt-

ers have been busy this fall. In December, they donated 44 large quilts and 26 small 

quilts to the Women’s Shelter. Thank you to everyone who donated or assisted in the 

process in any way. It takes many hands doing different tasks to bring warmth to 

those in need. All are welcome to help by meeting on Thursday mornings or sewing 

from home. The quilters can always use more cotton fabrics for making the colorful quilt tops. Donations 

may be left in the Gathering Area cabinet.   

Ongoing Collections 
Mount Olive has ongoing collections of pop tabs 

for the Ronald McDonald house, travel-size 

shampoo, conditioners, soaps, etc., and used 

glasses and hearing aids. Look for the collection 

containers in the cupboard under the cabinet in 

the Gathering Area. Thank You! 

2 t-shirts 
(no onesies) 

4 cloth diapers 
(flat fold preferred) 

1 hand towel  
(dark colors preferred) 

2 gowns or sleepers 

(no feet) 

1 jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with 
hood or hat 

2 4-5oz bars of soap 
(in original wrapping) 

2 receiving blankets 
(32” to 52”) 

2 pairs of socks 2 diaper pins 

Bake Sale Thank You  

A big THANK YOU to all who contributed items for 

the bake sale to benefit Colombia on December 14! 

Thanks also to those who made purchases and    

generously gave and to Carrie Krieger for organizing 

the event. Over $1400 was raised! These funds will 

be used to support education in Colombia. 

https://lwr.org
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8 Sunday Forums Welcome Guests in January 

Each Sunday at 9:15 am we gather in the Fellowship Hall with friends and a   

cup of coffee or tea to hear from mission partners or other guests who  

continue to challenge us to think again how faith and life intersect in  

our world. This January will be no different.  Note the lineup: 
 

January 4 – Annie Kuthart from the ELCA Truth Seeking and Truth Telling Initiative will talk about the   

historical practice of Native American boarding schools in the U.S. and how Lutherans were involved. 

January 11 – Terry Krieger, Mount Olive Office Administrator, will present the proposed budget for 2026.  

Believe it or not, Terry will make this fun! 

January 18 – Sisters Linda Weiser and Marlys Jax of the Sisters of St. Francis will talk about the history of 

their order and of Assisi Heights in Rochester. 

January 25 – Joel Miller, son of Chris and Donna Miller and a member of the ELCA Churchwide Church 

Council will speak about the work of the Churchwide expression of the ELCA. 
 

Men’s Discipleship  
The Men’s Discipleship group has resumed their weekly Bible studies on Saturday mornings at 8:30 am in the 

front Conference Room. The group has been studying the book of James. This group meets most Saturday 

mornings during the program year for study, discussion, and fellowship. Contact Mark Masbruch for more 

information - mmasbruch@hotmail.com.  

 

Mount Olive Women’s Ministry News 
The Women’s Ministry Team would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to Nancy Wiitanen for her 

faithful service as our treasurer. We are deeply grateful for the time, care, and attention she has given 

to this role and to our ministry. Her quiet dedication has been a blessing to our group and to the wider 

church family. 

At the same time, we are excited to welcome Pam Wright as our new treasurer beginning in 2026. 

Please keep Pam in your prayers as she steps into this position and continues the good work that has 

been done. 

We are also still in need of a Communicator for the Women’s Ministry Team—someone who would be 

willing to take notes at our meetings and email them out to the group each month. This is a simple but 

very helpful way to serve and stay involved in what God is doing among the women of our church. 

The Women’s Ministry Team meets on the 1st Tuesday of each month from 6:30–8:00 pm. If you are 

interested in serving as Communicator or have any questions about the ministry, please contact Erin 

Sinnwell at erinsinnwellphotography9@gmail.com  

Women’s Retreat - The Women’s Ministry Team is planning a one day women’s        

retreat for April 18, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm. Lunch will be provided.  Watch for more info 

to come! Please contact Paula Roberts with questions- roberts64paula@gmail.com.  

Important Dates: 

January 6 - Study leaders meeting led by Donna Miller in the front conference room at 5:30 pm.  

January 6 - The Women’s Ministry Team meets at 6:30 pm in the front conference room.  

January 10 - Women’s game event. (See all the details on page 11) 

April 18 - Women’s Retreat at Mount Olive. 

July 16-19, 2026 - The Women of the ELCA Triennial Gathering will be held in Des Moines, Iowa.  

mailto:mmasbruch@hotmail.com
mailto:erinsinnwellphotography9@gmail.com
mailto:roberts64paula@gmail.com
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January Sunday School Schedule  
Sunday School is  9:15 - 10:15 am on Sunday mornings,  

beginning with music in the sanctuary!  
 

1st Sunday: January 4 Classroom Sunday School 

2nd Sunday: January 11 Large Group Sunday (Service Sunday)   

                     Kids Sing at 10:30 Worship! 

3rd Sunday: January 18 Classroom Sunday School 

4th Sunday: January 25 Classroom Sunday School and  

                     Breakfast Club! (6th-12th) at church! 

Confirmation/Wednesday Nights  
6th - 12th Grade youth meet regularly on Wednesday nights, 6:30 - 8:00 pm. Youth also meet on Sundays 

9:15-10:15 am  during Sunday School hour with “Service Sundays” on the 2nd Sunday of the month & Break-

fast Club on the 4th Sunday of the month 
 

January Confirmation Dates 
Wednesday, January 7  – Games & FAITH Activity  

Wednesday, January 14 – Service Project for The Landing (with Erin Sinnwell)  

Wednesday, January 21 – Games & FAITH Activity  

Wednesday, January 28 – Bowling & Arcade Night @ Bowlocity 

Bowling & Arcade Night  
For Confirmation Night on January 28, we will meet at Bowlocity at 6:30pm  

(2810 N Broadway Ave, Rochester) We will have bowling time & arcade time w/ $10 game cards. Cost is 

usually about $16 per person. 

 

Film Theo is Back! 
Join Richard BC and Evan Fitzsimmons for one of our favorite things— watching 

movies and talking about them! We have a great one for you. 
 

Stranger Than Fiction is our film (2006, rated PG-13) starring Will Farrell, Maggie 

Gyllenhaal, Emma Thompson, Dusty Hoffman, and Queen Latifah. It’s the story      

of an IRS agent, a baker, an novelist, and a very odd wristwatch. Mystery,              

romance, and an existential quandary ensue. 
 

We’ll watch it a third at a time over three sessions: Sunday, January 18; Tuesday, January 20; and Sunday, 

January 25; all 6:30-7:30pm in the Olive Pit. This is for anyone who loves movies and discussing them. 

Newbies welcome. We’ll bring the popcorn! 

January Service Sunday 
For the January Service Sunday      

during Sunday School on January 11,  

students will be rolling bandages for 

Global Health Ministries.  All are   

welcome to  

participate in this  

worthy project!   

Thank You For Saint Lucia Sunday! 
A special thank you to Harper Sinnwell and 

Emily Rislow for portraying Lucia, star kids 

Alexa Kowalski, Emily Mannix, Kinsley 

McLaren, and Adie Hollander, candle holder 

Grace Tofilon, and all of the mint kids. We 

love seeing you participate in the Mount 

Olive tradition of Saint Lucia! 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

10 Olive Branch welcomes Peter Mayer in Concert 

Sunday, January 4th, 4-5:30pm 

To celebrate Epiphany, our first Olive Branch event of 2026 is a house  

concert by award-winning singer/songwriter Peter Mayer! You are        

welcome to this relaxed  evening of great music, stories, and refresh-

ments. This special event is in lieu of our regular, monthly Olive Branch 

worship. Suggested donation $20. RSVP required by December 30th 

to richard@molive.org, location and details will be provided.  
 

Artist Studio: Star Edition 
Monday, January 5, 6:00 – 7:30 pm 
Calling all creatives! We need your help making stars of all sizes to decorate our sanctuary 

for these Sundays after Epiphany. All the supplies you need will be there, along with 

treats to sustain you as you work in the Library meeting room. All ages welcome! 
 

LGBTQIA+ Ally Training 

Tuesday, January 13, 2025, 6:00 – 7:30 pm 

Olive Branch has been invited to be part of a training series led by OutFront Minnesota 

and our friends at Peace United Church of Christ, 1503 2nd Ave NE, Rochester. The last 

session covers “Unclobbering the Bible” and will explore the theologies undergirding 

“clobber passages” while also building a new theological framework that allows us to 

build a theology that welcomes and affirms all people. A community meal is served at 

5:00 pm and we are invited to join. Register on your own here: https://secure.everyaction.com/

Ap1zn6BUJEOAMbYpmwogXA2 and let Pastor Lisa know you’re attending. All are welcome.  

 

”Just Desserts” Party  
Monday, January 26, 6:00 – 7:00 pm 

Following the Mount Olive Annual Meeting the day before, let’s put all the busi-

ness aside and just have fun… while eating dessert! How sweet it is! On hand, we’ll 

have ice cream and a wild variety of toppings, so you can concoct your favorite 

combination of flavors. Besides a relaxing time to chat in the fellowship hall, we’ll 

have an assortment of board games available. All ages welcome! 
 

Olive Branch Summit: Save the Date 
Sunday, February 1, 4:00 – 5:30 pm 

Once in a while, we notice the winds of change blowing new possibilities our way. 

And that means it’s time for an Olive Branch Summit! Please come with your 

dreams, wonderings, and new ways we can 

change the world. We’ll begin with  Commun-

ion in the fellowship hall, and proceed to imag-

ine how Olive Branch wants to evolve next. Together we’ll discern. All 

are welcome— especially those who have a stake in enjoying Olive 

Branch programming like Artist Studio, Faith Seeking Understanding, 

Off the Page, and Olive Branch Church. 

January at a glance: 
1/4 - Concert Event 4:00 pm 
1/5 - Artist Studio:  
         Star Edition 6-7:30 pm 
1/26 - Just Desserts Party  
            6-7:00 pm 

mailto:richard@molive.org
https://secure.everyaction.com/Ap1zn6BUJEOAMbYpmwogXA2
https://secure.everyaction.com/Ap1zn6BUJEOAMbYpmwogXA2
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Women’s Monthly Coffee Meet Up 
Mount Olive women are invited to meet at 9:00 am on Friday, January 2 for coffee/tea at the Market Grille 

at Hy-Vee West Circle at 4221 West Circle Drive. Come each month for fellowship and good conversation. If 

you have questions, ask Cathy Hanson at 507-398-3917 or kchanson89@gmail.com.  

Brews Brothers Meets At LTS 
Brews Brothers, a fellowship opportunity for Mount Olive men, continues to meet the sec-

ond Thursday of each month at a local brewery. This month, on Thursday, January 8, 4:30 

to 6:00 pm, they will be meeting at Life’s Too Short (LTS) Brewery at 2001 32nd Ave. NW in 

Rochester. Come to chat and enjoy a good beer. All are welcome! Contact Keith Hanson at 

kjhanson17@gmail.com with questions. 

Ripe Olives  
Ripe Olives is Mount Olive’s group for retired and semi-retired folks to gather 

for a meal, fellowship, learning and fun. They meet on the 2nd Friday of each 

month at 9:30 am. On January 9, guest will be Valerie Wassmer from the History Center of Olmsted County. 

She will share about the Stoppels, a German family who settled in Rochester in the 1850’s. Breakfast is pro-

vided with a free will offering. Sign up in the Gathering Area or RSVP to Nancy - nancy@molive.org.  
 

Lyra Baroque Concert 
Lyra returns to Mount Olive presenting Genius of Rome - Baroque Virtuosi and Visionaries on Friday,  

January 9, 7:30 pm in the Mount Olive Sanctuary. The orchestra will take us on a journey through Rome’s 

Golden Age of music, celebrating the incredible musical heritage of the Eternal City through the works of  

Arcangelo Corelli and his contemporaries, whose work from the heart of Italy left an indelible mark on the 

rest of the Baroque world.  Tickets are available at the door or at www.lyrabaroque.org.  
 

Women’s Game Event January 10 
Women of Mount Olive, you are invited to “Girls Just Want to Have Fun!”, a  

game event on January 10, 2026, 1:00 - 3:00 pm. Keep connected this January! 

This is a warm invitation to gather for a time of games and fun! There will be hot 

cocoa, with many toppings to choose from, and fun for all Mount Olive women. 

Bring your favorite mug and a game to share or you may make a choice from our 

collection.  

Monday Book Group  
The Monday Book Group gathers monthly to discuss a wide variety of literature. They meet on the second 

Monday of the month, January 12, at 6:30 pm. This month's selection is The Secret Life of Sunflowers by 

Marta Molnar and Dana Marton. The Secret Life of Sunflowers is a dual-timeline historical fiction novel 

about Johanna Bonger, Vincent van Gogh's sister-in-law, who was instrumental in making his art famous   

after his death. Everyone is welcome to join the discussion. Contact Jodi Schoer at mjschoer@charter.net 

with questions or to get on the email list. 

Exercise Classes at Mount Olive 
Do you have a New Year’s resolution for more exercise in 2026? The FREE exercise classes for people 55+ 

continue to meet twice weekly at Mount Olive. The "Stay Active and Independent for Life" (SAIL) classes are 

offered on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3 - 4:00 pm, in the Fellowship Hall.  The classes are designed specifically 

for older adults and focus on strength, balance, flexibility and aerobics.  All exercises and aerobics can be 

done sitting or standing and are very adaptive. Contact the church office for more information. 

mailto:kchanson89@gmail.com
mailto:kjhanson17@gmail.com
mailto:nancy@molive.org
http://www.lyrabaroque.org
mailto:mjschoer@charter.net


Mount Olive’s Welcome Statement: 
“We trust that God calls Mount Olive Lutheran Church to a ministry of reconciliation. We  embrace as a gift the  

diversity of our neighborhood and the world, and we extend God's hospitality by welcoming, hearing, and  
treasuring: All gender identities, gender expressions, and sexual orientations; All races and ethnicities; All ages  
and abilities; All economic statuses and education levels; All faith journeys and personal histories. We work for  

racial equity and commit to anti-racism as the way of right relationship with God and one another. As Christ  
welcomes all, we too welcome the full inclusion of all people into the life, ministry, and sacraments of Mount Olive, 

joining in a journey toward greater love, understanding, and mutual respect.”  

Mount Olive’s Inclement  

Weather Policy 
When the snow flies and the wind chill is -20 degrees, is 

there still quilting group? Bible study? Worship? Here are 

the quick guidelines for winter weather: 

• If school is cancelled because of inclement weather, 

all weekday church activities, including evening      

activities, are cancelled. 

• If school dismisses early and community evening 

events are cancelled due to poor weather, all      

evening church activities are also cancelled. 

• Worship on Sunday is rarely cancelled. In the rare 

event that this occurs, we will have notification on 

our website, www.molive.org, our Facebook page, 

and on the KTTC television channel.   

• Always use your judgment before driving in bad 

weather. If MNDOT advises no travel except in  

emergency cases, please assume that means church 

activities as well. 

Mount Olive Lutheran Church 
2830 18th Ave. NW 

Rochester, MN 55901 
507-288-1580         Website: molive.org 

Mount Olive Staff 

The Rev. Lisa Janke 
Directing Pastor  
lisa@molive.org                   Ext. 205 

The Rev. Byron Milene 
Interim Pastor  
 

Deacon Travis Beck 
Director of Worship, Music, and Arts 
travis@molive.org               Ext. 203 

Evan Fitzsimmons 
Director of Children, Youth, & Family 
evan@molive.org                Ext. 207 

Dr. Richard Bruxvoort Colligan 
Director of Spiritual Formation 
richard@molive.org            Ext. 210 

Nancy Britson 
Director of Congregational Life 
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