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Mount Olive is a welcoming and inclusive congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA), serving our neighbors in Rochester, Minnesota. Our core identity is lived out in 

four ways: Worship, Service, Education, and Fellowship. 
 

Mount Olive’s Welcome Statement: 
“We trust that God calls Mount Olive Lutheran Church to a ministry of reconciliation. We   
 embrace as a gift the diversity of our neighborhood and the world, and we extend God's  

hospitality by welcoming, hearing, and treasuring: All gender identities, gender expressions, and 
sexual orientations; All races and ethnicities; All ages and abilities; All economic statuses and  

education levels; All faith journeys and personal histories. We work for racial equity and commit 
to anti-racism as the way of right relationship with God and one another. As Christ welcomes all, 
we too welcome the full inclusion of all people into the life, ministry, and sacraments of Mount 

Olive, joining in a journey toward greater love, understanding, and mutual respect.”  
 
 

About Worship at Mount Olive Lutheran: 

Welcome Center 
 As you leave the Sanctuary, directly to the right, you’ll find the Welcome Desk.  Please stop by to  
 introduce yourself and ask any questions you may have about Mount Olive. Please talk to an usher if 

you would like a large print bulletin or a hearing assistance device. Feel free to contact Nancy Britson, 
Director of Congregational Life if you have further questions. 

 

Communion 
 We celebrate Holy Communion each week. All are welcome to the Lord’s Supper. If you choose to 

come forward, please cup your hands to receive a wafer. You are then invited to take a small cup of 
red wine or white grape juice from the tray . Gluten free wafers are available upon request; please 
verbally indicate your choice to the server.  Leave your empty cup in the basket provided. 

 

 The Lord’s Prayer 
While we have only one version of the Lord’s prayer printed in the bulletin, everyone is invited to say 
it aloud in any language or version of their choosing.  We encourage opening the prayer with an 

 image of God that is comforting and life-giving for you, including Our Mother, Our Father, Holy One, 
 or Creator, to name a few. 
 

Creeds 
When we recite creeds in worship, we are connected across time and place with the multitudes who 
have recited the same or similar words. We use different creeds from week to week as a way to 
acknowledge there are many different ways of expressing that in which we put our trust. Try not to 
think of creeds as a line in the sand – you’re in, or you’re out.  Rather, think of it as a time to be     
curious, and to place trust outside yourself and what you can comprehend.  

 

Video Recording 
This service is recorded and published on YouTube. Note that parishioners will not generally appear 
in the recording unless seated in the front rows of the sanctuary. You can find the services at 
www.youtube.com/MountOliveELCA.   
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1 Arise, your light has come! 
 The Spirit's call obey; 
 show forth the glory of your God 
 which shines on you today. 

3 Arise, your light has come! 
 All you in sorrow born, 
 bind up the brokenhearted ones 
 and comfort those who mourn. 

2 Arise, your light has come! 
 Fling wide the prison door; 
 proclaim the captive's liberty, 
 good tidings to the poor. 

4 Arise, your light has come! 
 The mountains burst in song! 
 Rise up like eagles on the wing, 
 God's pow'r will make us strong. 

GATHERING 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
 

Confession and Forgiveness (Please stand as you are able.) 

 P: Blessed be the holy ☩ Trinity, one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who  
   spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters. 
 

 C: Amen 
 P: Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 
 

Please kneel as you are able. Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

 P: Mighty God, lover of justice, 
 C: you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at the expense of  
  our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. We say the right words, 
  but our hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us  
  the mind of Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our  
  God. Amen.   
 

 P: The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a spring of 
water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and forgives your sin 

in ☩ Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, and bless you with the 
gift of peace. 

 C: Amen    
     Please stand. 
 

Gathering Hymn        “Arise Your Light Has Come”       ELW #314 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
         “Arise, Your Light Has Come!” Words © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727717. All rights reserved.   
 

Apostolic Greeting 

 P: The kindness of Jesus, the love of our Creator, and the friendship of the Holy Spirit  
  be with you all.     
 C:   And also with you. 
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Hymn of Praise  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 P: Let us pray, 
 C: Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us forever, that through  
  your grace we may worship you and faithfully serve you, follow you and joyfully find  
  you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
 

WORD 
     Second Sunday after Epiphany  
       
 

First Reading                         Isaiah 49:1-7 (NRSV)  pew Bible pg.  592 

 L: Word of God, Word of Life. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 
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Ma - ker 

 the Crea - tor’s 



Psalm 40 “Open Us” Richard Bruxvoort Colligan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        “Open Us” Words & music © 2013 Worldmaking.net. Used by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727717. All rights reserved.   

 
Children’s Message  
 

Gospel Acclamation (Please stand.)      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Gospel Reading John 1:29-42 (NRSV) pew Bible pg. 862  
 P:   The Good News according to Saint John. 
 C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

 P: The Good News of the Reign of God.  
 C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
   

Sermon  Pastor Byron Meline 
 
 

A moment of silence follows the sermon. 
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Hymn of the Day (Please stand.)     “Lift Every Voice and Sing”           ELW #841  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Confession of Faith              inspired by Julian of Norwich   

 P: Let us affirm our faith.  We trust God who creates, 
 C: the Ground and Source of Everything, the Great Mystery with ten thousand names. 
 P: We trust God who loves, 
 C: the generous Christ of creation, Love embodied. In Jesus of Nazareth we know a life of 
   interconnection with our neighbors. With the generations of the faithful, we count  
   ourselves disciples of this Way, always learning, always expanding in God’s way of love. 
 P:   We trust God who sustains, 
 C:  the Holy Spirit who is at home in our lives, who guides us into the richness of life,  
  including the heights and depths of the human story.  
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1 Lift ev'ry voice and sing till earth and heaven ring, 
 ring with the harmonies of liberty. 
 Let our rejoicing rise high as the list'ning skies, 
 let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 
 Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us; 
 sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us; 
 facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 
 let us march on till victory is won. 

2 Stony the road we trod, bitter the chast'ning rod, 
 felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 
 yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet 
 come to the place for which our parents sighed? 
 We have come over a way that with tears has been watered; 
 we have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered, 
 out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last 
 where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 

3 God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
 thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 
 thou who hast by thy might led us into the light, 
 keep us forever in the path, we pray. 
 Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee; 
 lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee; 
 shadowed beneath thy hand may we forever stand, 
 true to our God, true to our native land. 



Intercessory Prayers    
 L: As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human  
  community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. 
 

 L: Merciful God. 
 C: receive our prayer. 
 

Peace 
 P:   The peace of Christ be with you always.        
 C: And also with you.      
 

            (Please share a sign of God’s peace with one another.) 
 
 

   MEAL 
Gathering of Gifts & Offerings   

In the seasons of Christmas and Epiphany we are reminded of the ways that God is revealed to us, often  
in surprising ways.  A child in a manger, visitors from afar, a star, a voice from heaven: all these are  

reminders that God is with us.  Our gifts are a response to God’s revelations. Thank you for your gifts. 
 

Offertory  
 

Offertory Response (Please stand.)     “As with Gladness Men of Old"           ELW #302 

 
 
 

 
 
Offering Prayer  
 P: Let us pray.  
 C: God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those 

who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have 
gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

  Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
  P: The Lord be with you. 
  C: And also with you. 
  P: Lift up your hearts. 
  C: We lift them to the Lord. 
  P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should always and everywhere…. 
   we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 

Page 6 

       As they offered gifts most rare at thy cradle, rude and bare, 
 so may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin's alloy, 
 all our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav'nly king. 



     
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Eucharistic Prayer and Words of Institution 

 

Today, you’re invited to address God in this prayer of Jesus using Our Faithful Leader or any other image you prefer.  
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 P:   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray the prayer Jesus taught his first disciples.  
 C:   Our Faithful Leader, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;   
  and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and   
  lead us not into  temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the  
  power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
  

 P: Come to the table, God has named you and claimed you, child of God. All, without  
  exception, are welcome here.   

Please be seated 
 
 

All are welcome to the Lord’s Supper. As you come forward, please cup your hands to receive bread. You are then     
invited to take a small cup of red wine or white grape juice from the tray. Gluten free wafers are available upon     

 request; please verbally indicate your choice to the server. Leave your empty cup in the basket provided. 
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1 Jesus calls us; o'er the tumult 
 of our life's wild, restless sea, 
 day by day his clear voice sounding, 
 saying, "Christian, follow me": 

4 In our joys and in our sorrows, 
 days of toil and hours of ease, 
 still he calls, in cares and pleasures, 
 "Christian, love me more than these." 

2 As of old Saint Andrew heard it 
 by the Galilean lake, 
 turned from home and toil and kindred, 
 leaving all for Jesus' sake.  

5 Jesus calls us! By your mercy, 
 Savior, may we hear your call, 
 give our hearts to your obedience, 
 serve and love you best of all. 

3 Jesus calls us from the worship 
 of the vain world's golden store, 
 from each idol that would keep us, 
 saying, "Christian, love me more." 

 

Agnus Dei          “Lamb of God”        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Communion Hymn   “Jesus Calls Us; o'er the Tumult”       ELW #696 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Post Communion Blessing (Please stand as you are able.) 

 P: May the gifts of this table strengthen you and hold you in love and grace.   
   C:    Amen.  
 

Prayer after Communion       
 P:   Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of his  
  body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with delight, 
  that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen  
  and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 C:   Amen. 
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 SENDING 
Benediction    
 P: May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart for 

  praise ☩ bless you now and forever.  
  C:   Amen. 
 
 

Sending Hymn “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”                  ELW #886   
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dismissal  
 L: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 
 C: Thanks be to God.  
 
 

Postlude   

Next Sunday’s Readings: 

Isaiah 9:1-4  
Light shines for those 
in darkness 

Psalm 27:1, 4-9  
The Lord is my light 
and my salvation.  

Matthew 4:12-23  
Revelation of Christ 
as a prophet 

1 Corinthians 1:10-18  
Appeal for unity in the 
gospel 

1 Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing 
 my great Redeemer's praise, 
 the glories of my God and King, 
 the triumphs of his grace! 

4 He speaks, and list'ning to his voice, 
 new life the dead receive; 
 the mournful, broken hearts rejoice, 
 the humble poor believe. 

2 My gracious Master and my God, 
 assist me to proclaim, 
 to spread through all the earth abroad 
 the honors of your name. 

5 Look unto him, your Savior own, 
O fallen human race! 
Look and be saved through faith alone, 
be justified by grace! 

3 The name of Jesus charms our fears 
 and bids our sorrows cease, 
 sings music in the sinner's ears, 
 brings life and health and peace. 

6 To God all glory, praise, and love 
 be now and ever giv'n 
 by saints below and saints above, 
 the church in earth and heav'n. 



Seasonal Devotions and January Newsletters Available 
New daily devotion books for January - March and the January edition of the Messenger are 

available to pick up on the Welcome Desk in the front entry at church.  To reduce mailing 

costs, we are primarily sending the newsletter by email.  If you would like to receive one by 

mail, contact Nancy in the office - 507-288-1580 or nancy@molive.org. 

Welcome, Worship Guests! 
We hope your worship experience with us is uplifting and a blessing 

to you today. If you are a visitor to Mount Olive you can fill out a 

Connection Card from the pew rack indicating if you are interested in learning more about 

Mount Olive: receiving our monthly newsletter, weekly email news, would like to learn 

more about membership or if you have a prayer concern or other comment to share. You 

may also visit the Welcome Desk in the entry following the service. Mount Olive members, 

please use a Connection Card for prayer concerns, comments, or to change contact info. 

You're invited to the Fellowship Hall for coffee and cookies following the service! 

 Congregational prayers for healing and comfort …   
         

 

 
 

Mount Olive members and friends who are grieving, ill, or recovering, and the family 

members holding vigil with or supporting the recovering and/or dying.  

       Our companions in ministry in Bogota, Colombia and Kijota, Tanzania, who celebrate all 

the ways that God is revealed to us, just as we do. 

       Our nation, in this new year, in need of hope that justice and integrity will prevail, and 

those who seek only their own power and wealth will come to naught. 

       Our communities continuing the struggle to end the scourge of gun violence in our     

nation.  Give all elected leaders the courage to seek solutions to end this madness. 

       All people enduring the horrors of war, especially the people of Ukraine and Sudan, en-

during unspeakable destruction and suffering, and the people of Gaza, returning to a 

homeland in ruins. 

       All those suffering the effects of flood or fire, hurricane or drought due to climate 

change.  Give all people the resolve to do what we can to reverse this trend and protect 

those most vulnerable. 

Our Homebound Members 

mailto:nancy@molive.org


 

Offerings  
If you would like to make a financial gift to Mount Olive, you can  
place it in the offering plate, send it by mail to 2830 18th Ave. NW,  
Rochester, MN 55901, donate using the QR code at the right, or click the 
“donate now” button at  molive.org. Your gifts help to keep Mount Olive's 
ministry going strong.  

Sunday, January 18 
   8:00a - Worship Service  
   9:00a - Coffee Fellowship 
   9:15a - Sunday School 
   9:15a - Sunday Forum 
 10:30a - Worship Service  
 11:30a - Coffee Fellowship 
   6:30p - Film Theo Part 1 
Monday, January 19 
Church Office & Head Start Closed 
12:00p - Newsletter Deadline 
  2:00p - ISAIAH Caucus Training 
  5:30p - Pray Without Ceasing 
  6:00p - ISAIAH Caucus Training 
  6:30p - Lydia Circle  
Tuesday, January 20 
 9:30a -  Staff Meeting 
  3:00p - SAIL Active Aging Class 

  6:00p - Worship, & Music Team 
 6:30p - Film Theo Part 2 
 7:00p - Miriam Circle  
 7:00p - Al-Anon ACOA Meeting  

Wednesday, January 21 
 12:30a - Bookmobile in Parking Lot 
  6:30p - Confirmation  
  7:00p - Mount Olive Choir 

Thursday, January 22 
  9:00a - Mount Olive Quilters 
  1:00p - Painting Group 
   3:00p - SAIL Active Aging Class   
   4:45p - Personnel Committee 
   6:30p - Rachel Circle 
   6:30p - Cub Scout Pack meeting 
   7:00p - Glory Bells 
   7:00p - In the Process Al-Anon  
   8:15p - Mount Olive Brass   

 

Friday, January 23 
  9:30a - Mary Circle 
Saturday, January 24 
  8:30a - Men’s Discipleship 
  9:30a - Altar Guild Setup 
  9:00a - How Al-Anon Works Group 
Sunday, January 25 
   8:00a - Worship Service  
   9:00a - Coffee Fellowship 
   9:15a - Sunday School 
   9:15a - Breakfast Club at church 
   9:15a - Sunday Forum 
 10:30a - Worship Service  
 11:30a - Annual Meeting Meal 
 12:00p - Annual Meeting 
   6:30p - Film Theo Part 3   
 

 

This Week at Mount Olive    

Worship Participants Sunday 8:00 am    Sunday 10:30 am    

Preaching Rev. Byron Meline 

Presiding Minister Rev. Lisa Janke  

Organist/Pianist Deacon Travis Beck Cynthia McLaren 

Psalmist Richard Bruxvoort Colligan 

Assisting Minister  Jenn DeClercq David Joyce 

Lector Donna Miller Jane Dunbar 

Greeters Sandy Dalquist Kerry & Wendy Dennison 

Ushers Paula Roberts, Don Halley Dave Mickelson, Bob Thomsen 

Communion Assistant Sandy Dalquist Shelly Sellnow 

Welcome Desk Nancy Britson  

Altar Guild  Michelle Thomsen 

Livestream Video Jonathan Jackson  

https://molive.org/index.php/newsletter


Dorothy Day House Volunteers Needed For 2026 
Mount Olive Volunteers provide a meal to the guests at Dorothy Day  

Hospitality House on the first Friday evening of each month.  Volunteers 

provide and share a family-style meal with the guests in the home’s dining 

room. A sign-up sheet for 2026 is on the cabinet in the Gathering Area. 

Training is provided if needed. If you have any questions, please contact Mark & Sarah Jerde 

-  sarahjerdepa@gmail.com.  Please consider signing up for this vital ministry.  

Sunday Forum This Week 
At the Forum time this Sunday, January 18 at 9:15 am, Sisters Linda 

Weiser and Marlys Jax of the Sisters of St. Francis will talk about the 

history of their order and of Assisi Heights in Rochester. Next Sunday, 

Joel Miller, son of Chris and Donna Miller and a member of the ELCA Churchwide Church 

Council will speak about the work of the Churchwide expression of the ELCA. 

Sunday School This Week 
This Sunday, January 18 is Classroom Sunday School. All ages meet in the Sanctuary at 9:15 

am. Next Sunday, January 25 is Classroom Sunday School and Breakfast Club at church for 

grades 6 - 12. Please contact evan@molive.org with any questions.  

Film Theo Returns January 18 
We’ll watch Stranger Than Fiction (2006, rated PG-13) starring Will Farrell, 

Maggie Gyllenhaal, Emma Thompson, Dusty Hoffman, and Queen Latifah.  

We watch a third at a time over three sessions: Sunday, January 18; Tues-

day, January 20; and Sunday, January 25; all 6:30-7:30pm in the Olive Pit. 

This is for anyone who loves movies and discussing them. Newbies welcome.  

“Just Desserts” Party  
Following the Mount Olive Annual Meeting the day before, let’s put all 

the business aside and just have fun while eating dessert.  (Monday, Jan-

uary 26, 6:00 – 7:00 pm) How sweet it is! There will be ice cream and a 

wild variety of toppings on hand so you can concoct your favorite combi-

nation of flavors. Bring a topping to share if you’d like. Besides a relaxing time to chat in the 

fellowship hall, we’ll have an assortment of board games available. All ages welcome! 

mailto:sarahjerdepa@gmail.com
mailto:evan@molive.org


Mount Olive Food Pantries 

Mount Olive now has food pantries in the office and back hallway. The  

intended recipients are Head Start families and also anyone in our  

community who expresses a need for food. Donations of shelf-stable  

(non-expired) food items may be left in the office. You may also donate 

funds, just note that it is for the Mount Olive Food Pantry. 

Hearing Accessibility in Worship (Not just for those with hearing aids) 
It is for anyone who goes to churches, restaurants, appointments, stores, movies, etc.  

Today's smartphones have little-known hearing accessibility features deep within their    

operating systems that will provide all with some truly amazing benefits. Contact Gerard 

Goulet with questions - 507-269-9036. Hearing devices are also at the Welcome Desk.   

ISAIAH Caucus Training Event 
Monday, January 19, (Martin Luther King Jr. Day)  2:00-4:00 pm OR 6:00-8:00 pm, Mount 

Olive Fellowship Hall  Mount Olive’s ISAIAH Team is hosting a caucus training (with a choice 

of times) to equip you. to better voice your  opinion of our current political scene. Building a 

world that justly serves people requires that we all step up and   participate, starting with 

Minnesota’s precinct caucuses. Precincts are a grass roots ground-level way for us to get 

involved and be heard.  Please contact: Rob Nelson - 218-371-6853, Dave Mickelson - 507-

281-9414, or Jonathan Jackson with your questions and to confirm your attendance. 

Lutheran World Relief 

During the month of January, we will again be collecting items 

for LWR Baby Care Kits. Only brand-new items please, the exception is diapers made from 

recycled T-shirts. Visit the table in the entry to pick up a list of the needed items. Monetary 

donations are also accepted and will be used to purchase needed items. Place donations in 

the LWR bin in the entryway at church by February 1. Contact Sherry Will with any ques-

tions or to volunteer to help assemble kits on February 8 - sher05@charter.net .   

2 T-shirts (no onesies) 
Light weight cotton 

2 Receiving Blankets 
Flannel or cotton 32-52” 

4 Cloth diapers 
Flat fold preferred 

2 pairs of 
socks 

1 jacket, sweater or 
sweatshirt with 
hood or hat 

1 Hand towel 
Dark color preferred 

2  4-5oz bars of gentle soap 
In original wrapping 

2 Diaper pins or 
large safety pins 

 2 gowns or  
    sleepers, 
 (no feet) 

 

mailto:sher05@charter.net


Weekend Volunteers Needed  
More volunteers for both worship and fellowship are always needed. Stop 

by the Welcome Desk after worship to sign up as a worship volunteer.  

Our Worship and Fellowship volunteer schedules are also available on 

Sign Up Genius:   

Worship Volunteers: tinyurl.com/jtzbwjkm. Contact Nancy Britson - nancy@molive.org 

Fellowship Volunteers:  tinyurl.com/fsd3f.   Contact Renee Schaefer - renee@molive.org.  

Pray Without Ceasing  
On Mondays, 5:30 - 6:00 pm, in the Mount Olive Sanctuary, all are welcome to 

“Pray Without Ceasing,” our short, contemplative service of music, meditation 

and readings. As part of an ELCA initiative hundreds of churches also do, we 

center our hearts on the needs of our community and our neighbors.     

Connie Mudore Joins Synod Trip to Africa 
Mount Olive member, Connie Mudore, leaves January 18 to accompany Bishop Hassanally, 

her assistant, and a group of SEMN Synod members to Tanzania. The occasion is the dedica-

tion of a girl’s high school, (recently constructed in Singida), in Bishop Hassanally's name.  

Please pray for Connie and the group's safety in traveling and that the Holy Spirit guide this 

trip's relationship building with our Tanzanian siblings.  A blog for the group’s travel will be 

available on the SE MN Synod website - semnsynod.org 

Security Update 
The past week, the practice of keeping the 

church entry doors locked during the day was 

implemented. This is primarily to give our Head 

Start staff, families, and students a better sense 

of security.  The church council has approved a 

new security system that will be installed soon. 

In the interim, volunteers are helping to greet 

visitors in the mornings and afternoons, when 

there is the most traffic at the doors.  Contact 

the church office with any questions.  

Offering Counters Needed 
Volunteers count the weekly offering 

each week. A few more volunteers are 

needed. The process takes about one 

hour.  Times are agreed upon by the 

volunteers, but may be Sundays after 

church or Monday or Tuesday morn-

ings. For more information or to find 

out how to sign up, contact the church 

office or Michelle Thomsen - 

michelle.f.thomsen@gmail.com or 

505-412-7430. 

https://tinyurl.com/jtzbwjkm
mailto:nancy@molive.org
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Mount Olive Staff       Office Phone: 507-288-1580             office@molive.org 
Rev. Lisa Janke      Directing Pastor       lisa@molive.org 

Rev. Byron Meline     Interim Pastor               byron@molive.org 

Dea. Travis Beck     Director of Worship, Music, and Arts           travis@molive.org 

Dr. Richard Bruxvoort Colligan  Director of Spiritual Formation           richard@molive.org 

Evan Fitzsimmons     Director of Children, Youth, and Family  evan@molive.org 

Terry Krieger      Office Administrator                  terry@molive.org 

Nancy Britson      Director of Congregational Life                    nancy@molive.org 

Carrie Fletcher      Director of Service and Social Outreach      carrie@molive.org 

Renee Schaefer     Sunday Fellowship Volunteer Coordinator  renee@molive.org 

Welcome Pastor Byron! 
Pastor Byron Meline will be serving Mount Olive part time as an  

interim pastor through April.  You can read all about him on the cover 

of the January Messenger.  If you haven’t met him yet, please intro-

duce yourself and give Pastor Byron a warm welcome to Mount Olive!  

Please wear your nametag in the coming weeks to help him get to 

know the congregation.   

Annual Meeting of the Congregation is January 25 
At 11:30 am on January 25, lunch will be served in the Fellowship Hall, and the Annual 

Meeting of the Congregation will begin at noon. All members are encouraged to attend as 

we move forward together into God’s future for our congregation. Visit the office to get a 

copy of the annual report, the constitutional changes, or email to request digital copies.   

Annual Meeting Meal Helpers Needed 
Prior to the Annual Meeting a lunch will be served in the Fellowship Hall beginning at 11:30 

am. We'll dine on hot dish, green salad with toppings, bread, bars, and beverages.  There 

will be both vegetarian and gluten free options. Anyone is welcome to help! Please sign up 

on the cabinet in the Gathering Area to help with serving or clean up. Thank you.   

mailto:nancy@molive.org

