
 

 

 

 December is for Worship 
Perhaps we don’t realize it, but right in the middle of one of the busiest seasons of all – the pre-Christmas season – 

the Church offers a place and time to rest, reflect, and simply be fed.  Here are the offerings for December: 

Advent Midweek Services – November 30, December 7, 14, and 21 

Each Wednesday at 6:30 pm we will come together and worship around the theme of “Holy Disruption.”  

Christ’s arrival in the world disrupts injustice, sin, and brokenness in all of its forms.  We celebrate this. The   

beloved Holden Evening Prayer liturgy will frame our worship, along with Scripture and a brief reflection. 

Sunday morning Advent worship – November 27, December 4, 11, and 18 

Each Sunday we will gather for a more contemplative worship style using elements of the liturgy like the Kyrie 

which cries out to God for mercy on us and all creation.  Our Gospel lessons will come from Matthew’s gospel 

as we hear the call to repentance in anticipation of the arrival of the Christ. 

The Festival of St. Lucia – December 11 

The Festival of St. Lucia will be held Sunday, December 11.  This Swedish festival commemorates the life of a 

courageous woman of faith, St. Lucia, who was martyred during the Great Persecution in the 3rd century.  Her 

example of feeding hungry Christians in the early Church found its way to Sweden during a time of famine and 

formed this inspiring story.  We will bring our own offerings for those in famine as part of this celebration. 

Winter Solstice Service – December 19 

Join Olive Branch for “Behold the Night” at Gray Duck Theater.  This contemplative service offers a time of 

peace amongst the busy-ness of the season.  See more information on page 10. 
 

The Nativity of Our Lord – Christmas Eve 

At 4:00 and 7:00 pm on Saturday, December 24, we will 

again gather around the manger and the table, as we sing 

and hear, taste and see the miracle of Christ’s Birth.  Carols, 

candlelight, and Holy Communion highlight this service. 

The Nativity of Our Lord – Christmas Day 

At 9:00 am on Christmas morning we will worship the new-

born Christ, singing carols and sharing together the joy of 

the Savior. 

The Name of Jesus – January 1 

 At 9:00 am on New Year’s Day, we will pray that the mind 

of Christ, whose name we bear, would be our own. It is a 

good way to begin, again, another year.  
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2 Thanks and Last Call 

We have had an excellent response to our fall Stewardship             

emphasis, “Disruptive Abundance.”  To-date we have received  

pledges for $389,000, which is about 87% of last year’s total.    

Thank you to all who have pledged. We are still looking for another 

$65,000 in pledges so if you have not yet made a pledge, now is the 

time.  Even if your giving is on auto-pay, please fill out a pledge card 

to make your wishes known. For questions about your pledge, call 

Bill Hollander (288-1580, ext. 204).  Thank you! 

 
 

 

 

Pastor Glenn’s Devotional Book 
Following Pastor Glenn’s recent “Lunch and Learn” presentation at Good Earth          

Village he  was left with a limited number of his devotional book, Quarantining  

With God, which you may purchase for yourself or as a gift for friends or family.  

For Mount Olive members and friends the discount price remains $20.   

Mayo Hospice Grief Support Groups 
If a significant person in your life has died within the past three years, consider being a part of an eight-

week grief group through Mayo Clinic Hospice. These groups, scheduled for January and February, provide 

a safe environment to connect with others who are grieving, to be understood, and to share needs, con-

cerns and feelings. Participants should be at least 3 months into their journey with grief after the death of 

their loved one. There is no charge, but registration is required by calling 507-284-4002 or 800-679-9084  

(toll-free) or emailing rsthospicebereavement@mayo.edu. Registration closes December 12.  

Leadership Opportunities on Church Council 
Would you like to be an integral part of the leadership team of Mount Olive? Do you like to wrestle with 

issues, simple and complex, that face an organization like Mount Olive? Are you looking for a place to 

serve? If your answer is Yes to any of these questions the Spirit may be nudging you to accept a nomina-

tion for an elected position on Church Council. Here are the vacancies for this coming year: 

• Endowment Team – overseeing the managing and vision of the Mount Olive Endowment Fund 

• Social Service and Outreach Ministry  Team – overseeing our work with mission and ministry partners 

in our community and around the world 

• Congregational Life and Hospitality Team – overseeing the work of connecting people, welcoming 

guests, caring for people in crisis, and watching out for our most vulnerable members 

• Stewardship/Finance Team – overseeing our ongoing Stewardship ministry, including the fall steward-

ship emphasis, and the spring Care-of-the-Earth emphasis 

• Youth Representative – a chance for a confirmed student to participate in church leadership 

• Synod Voting Members and Alternates – represent the congregation at the annual Synod Assembly in 

May 

Ride Sharing Program for Church Services and Events 
With the early sunset and slippery roads, we are aware that transportation to and from church events 

can be a barrier, especially at night.  To alleviate this issue for our members, we are collecting the names 

of those willing to give others a ride to church events. Please contact Nancy Britson in the church office - 

nancy@molive.org if you’re willing to drive.  We also encourage anyone who is in need of a ride to call 

the church office at 507-288-1580.  Feel free to leave a message with Nancy or in the general mailbox. 

End-of-the-Year Giving 
Special gifts at the end of the year 

are important to Mount Olive.   

They provide seed money for the 

year ahead and put us in a good 

place going forward.  As you plan 

your year-end gifts, please consider 

Mount Olive.  Thank you! 

mailto:rsthospicebereavement@mayo.edu
mailto:nancy@molive.org
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Puppets Lead Children’s Moments in Advent 
Parents with young children will want to let them know about some  

special guests that we’ll have in worship during Advent. Pokey the Turtle, 

Bouncer the Dog, Wise Owl, Webster Frog, and some of their friends  

will be helping the children learn about the meaning of Advent and the 

excitement of Christmas.   

 

Worship Volunteers  
There is always a place for new helpers to keep worship and fellowship time running smoothly!  Many are 

needed during Advent and on Christmas Eve. To sign up, please visit the Welcome Desk on Sundays to see 

the worship volunteer schedule or click here to sign up: www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0449a5a92aa1fb6-

mount1  Contact Nancy Britson, with any worship volunteer questions.- nancy@molive.org.  
 

St. Lucia Treats and Sunday Fellowship Servers Needed 
Several volunteers are needed for the St. Lucia receptions on December 11 and other Sundays in Decem-

ber. Each year we look forward to celebrating our Swedish heritage on St. Lucia Sunday. To help by bring-

ing Scandinavian treats of all kinds, serving, or cleaning up, please sign up at the Gathering Area cabinet. 

For other Sundays, sign up at the entry or at www.signupgenius.com/go/10c094caca728abfbc52-cookie.  

You may contact Jill Lundberg, Sunday Fellowship Coordinator, to offer assistance or to ask questions- 

jill@molive.org.   
 

Altar Flowers and  
Poinsettias 
You may order poinsettias to beautify 

the sanctuary for Advent and the Christmas season for $9. 

Pick up an order envelope from the table in the entry or     

contact Nancy in the church office. Orders will be due by  

December 5.  
 

The 2023 schedule is now available to sign up to provide  

the flowers that brighten the sanctuary each week. Place  

orders for birthdays, anniversaries, baptismal birthdays, 

births, or in memory of loved ones. Sign up in the Gathering  

Area, fill out an envelope and include payment. Place orders 

 at least one week in advance.   

Family Christmas Caroling December 18 
A great tradition at Mount Olive is our annual caroling outing to 

local senior care facilities just prior to Christmas. Those who  carol, 

those who sing along, and those who listen are all blessed. All ages 

are invited to join in for caroling on Sunday, December 18. We will 

meet at church at 2:45 pm and travel to Meadow Lakes, Shore-

wood, and The Homestead, all home to Mount Olive members.   

We will have caroling books as well as some kid-friendly song sheets. Please sign up in the Gathering 

Area today.  Contact Nancy Britson with any questions– nancy@molive.org or 288-1580 x202.  

The “Wee Ones” sang in Worship  
on November 20th.   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0449a5a92aa1fb6-mount1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0449a5a92aa1fb6-mount1
mailto:nancy@molive.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c094caca728abfbc52-cookie
mailto:jill@molive.org
mailto:nancy@molive.org
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4 Service Sunday – Personal Care Kits 
On November 6, the Sunday school children helped to assemble 71    

Personal Care Kits for Lutheran World Relief (LWR). Thank you to all  

who generously donated items for the kits. Thanks to Keith and Cathy 

Hanson for leading this project and to all those that helped roll the  

towels. Special thanks also to  Helen Russell, Brian Schelling, Maggie 

Brimijoin, visitors Emily and Lauren, and the Sunday School Youth. Your 

generous donations will  help our neighbors around the world 

when disaster strikes and they are in need of basic care items.  

                                                                                                    Sewing for Lutheran World Relief  
                                                                                                    Anyone willing to sew for LWR can find baby jacket kits or  

                       receiving blankets to hem in the Gathering Area cabinet. We will                              

                                    be assembling Baby Care Kits in February and will need sewn 

jackets and blankets.  Thank you for helping with this ministry. Any 

questions can be directed to Cathy Hanson at 507-398-3917.  

 
 

 ELCA Good Gifts/God’s Global Barnyard 
  Thanks to those of you that participated in the ELCA Good Gifts/God’s Global Barnyard  

  event. With your generous donations and matching donations from ELCA, we were able to  

  purchase:  18 pigs, 10 honeybee hives, 32 goats, 20 chicks, 8 roosters, 6 pairs of goats, and 2 Oxen!!  

Miracle on First Street for Family Promise Families 
The holidays are a time of family, good food, gratitude, and celebration. Many 

are unable to provide even the most basic needs for either themselves or their 

loved ones and, sadly, this can lead to an overwhelming sense of hopelessness. 

Family Promise invites you to join in being a holiday miracle  so that together  

they can offer good cheer and much needed relief to hurting families during the holiday season. Miracles 

are more than just a nice thing. And they are more than gifts. For families, just an act of making their wish 

come true can give them a sense of security in knowing there is a community of people supporting them. 

There are  several ways you can help:   
 

 
 

Please click www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4fa4aa22a3f94-miracle1 to sign up for one of the options 

offered above. For more information, contact the Family Promise staff at nkeller@fprochestermn.org. 
 

Family Meals Needed 
Families in the Northstar house also needs daily meals and their sign-up is a little sparse right now. Please 

consider dropping off a homemade meal or even having something delivered to the families for supper. 

To see the meal sign-up or other volunteer opportunities, click HERE or visit fprochestermn.org/feed-a-

family. *Monetary donations are always welcomed and appreciated. Your donations help pay for supplies 

and food at the North Star House, medicines, feminine hygiene products, etc. If you'd like to donate, 

please mail a check to: Family Promise Rochester, 913 1st ST NW, Rochester, MN 55901. 

• Sponsor a family • Provide a Holiday Meal Basket (Culturally Specific) 
• Be a donor • Help with Gift Deliveries 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4fa4aa22a3f94-miracle1
mailto:nkeller@fprochestermn.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4fa4aa22a3f94-prepare
http://fprochestermn.org/feed-a-family
http://fprochestermn.org/feed-a-family
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5 Dorothy Day House Volunteers Needed 

Mount Olive has been in partnership the Dorothy Day Hospitality House for many 

years. Our responsibility is to provide a meal to the guests staying there on the 

first Friday evening of each month.  When you sign up to serve Dorothy Day 

House, you provide and share a family-style meal with the guests in the home’s 

dining room. We are currently in need of volunteers for 2023. Please consider 

signing up with a friend!  A sign-up sheet is on the cabinet in the Gathering Area. If you have any questions 

or concerns with serving at Dorothy Day House, please contact Jene Bodensteiner at: (507) 287-0257.  

Mitten Tree and Neighborhood Schools 

Thank you for the Mitten Tree donations of winter items and monetary gifts for the children at Elton Hills 

Elementary School and Gage Elementary. Your support means a lot to the staff and students at these 

schools! You may continue to leave any cold weather clothing in the labeled bin in the Entryway. The need 

for need for shelf-stable food items and snacks is ongoing. Please consider making a monetary donation to 

help support these efforts by donating in the offering plate or online.  Please put “schools’ in your check 

memo or in the online comment area. 

Mount Olive Prayer Shawl Group 
The Mount Olive prayer shawl group will meet on January 10 at 10:00 

am in the front conference room. In this season, they also knit hats to 

fill the need at neighborhood schools. Yarn, needles, patterns, and guid-

ance are supplied; please contact Vickie Kubly if you would like to join 

the group—507-282-7696. If you would like to request a prayer shawl 

for someone who is experiencing illness, loss, or a difficult time, please 

contact Vickie, or you may call the church office at 507-288-1580. 
 

 Mount Olive Quilters Meet Weekly 

The quilters meet each Thursday at 9:00 am in the Fellowship Hall to 

prepare and tie quilts that are sent to Lutheran World Relief and local 

service organizations. Everyone is welcome to join them. They are 

thankful for many recent donations of fabric. A current need is poly-

ester batting, measuring 72’ x 90”, which can be ordered here.        

Fabric donations may be left in the Gathering Area cabinet, where 

there are also quilt kits to be sewn.  

Help Us Send Christmas Cheer   
When the daylight hours are short, the days can seem long, especially for those who are ill, grieving, or 

homebound. You are invited to spread a little Christmas cheer by writing to those in our community 

whose days would be brightened by a cheerful note. To simplify the process, we will be providing pre-

addressed cards that you can pick up from the church office. Add a short note, sign your name, and 

send it along. If necessary, you may return the completed cards to the church office for postage. Cards 

will be available in the office beginning December 1. Additionally, if you know of any of our members 

who would  appreciated getting a card, please send the office their name and address. Note that the 

office is generally open Monday-Thursday, 9:00 am—4:00 pm, but there are exceptions, so you may 

want to call ahead.  Thank You!  

This beautifully decorated tree was 

featured at the Hiawatha Homes 

Festival of Trees. Special thanks to 

Carrie Fletcher and everyone who 

helped make the ornaments. 

https://secure.myvanco.com/YKR4/home
https://www.joann.com/poly-fil-low-loft-bonded-polyester-batting-twin-size-72inx90in/7145675.html
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Sunday Forums in December 
Each Sunday at 9:15 am folks grab a cup of coffee, maybe a cookie or two and head into the Fellowship 

Hall for the Sunday Forum. We will have two really interesting presentations in December, one in-house 

and one highlighting a mission partner. 

On December 4th, Pastor Lisa Janke and Cantor Richard Bruxvoort Colligan, our Olive Branch leadership 

team will present their hopes and dreams for what they are calling Olive Branch 3.0. 

On December 11th, staff members from ISAIAH, our mission partner advocating for social justice in our   

legislative bodies will speak about their recent initiatives post-election. 
 

Pastor Glenn’s January Bible Study 
Have you ever thought of the Bible as a book with a humorous or even hilarious side?  If not, you are in for 

a surprise as you study the Book of Jonah with Pastor Glenn in January.  The book is only 4 chapters long 

and the story about Jonah and the great fish is only one of the hilarious pieces of this book.  You can sign 

up now for this 4-week study, starting January 11-12.  Once again, Pastor Glenn will offer a Zoom option at 

6:30 pm on Wednesday evenings and an in-person option at 10:30 am on Thursday mornings. Here’s the 

schedule: 
 

January 11, 18, 25, and February 1 via Zoom at 6:30 pm 

January 12, 19, 26, and February 2 in the Library meeting room at 10:30 am. 
 

All are welcome.  Please sign up in the Gathering Area, where you will find envelopes to order the study 

book. The books are $6.00 each.   

Women of Mount Olive News 
About thirty women gathered on Friday evening and Saturday morning 

November 18th and 19th to share stories of missed events, opportunities and experiences that impacted 

our lives during the days of Covid-19 isolation. Because we spent long periods of time away from family 

and friends and much of life was very different, it felt good to be together again in fellowship and Bible 

study and to be reminded by Pastor Lisa that we are known and loved.  We celebrated with party games, 

crafts, food, music and a photo booth! A fun time was had by everyone; thank you to everyone who 

attended! Special thanks to Pastor Lisa who led our sessions, Sherry Sanden Will, and Cathy Hanson who 

organized and planned the retreat, Sam Beck for the Photo Booth set up and taking all the wonderful 

photos below, and Deb Petersen for providing the fun music playlist.   
 

 

Important Dates: 

December 5 -Women’s Christmas Party hosted by Mary Circle at 6:30 pm.  See page 11 for more details. 

January 3 - Monthly study leader preparation with Pastor Glenn in the front Conference Room at 5:30 

pm. Bring your Gather Magazine and a Bible.   

Please contact Women’s Ministry Team Leader, Cathy Hanson, for more information—507-398-3917.  

The women had fun at the photo booth and playing “minute to win it” games.  

(above) The “losers” were presented with fake mustaches. (photo at left) 



 

Youth Christmas Program December 18 
If you enjoy seeing kids dressed up as shepherds, angels and farm animals, you won’t want to miss the 

Youth Christmas Program during the 10:30 am worship service on Sunday, December 18. The middle 

school students will be narrating the Christmas story while the rest of the kids dress up and act out the 

scenes. They will add some favorite Christmas Songs and it should be a wonderful program. All youth mid-

dle school aged and under are encouraged to participate. We will begin practicing during Sunday School on 

Sunday December 4 and the final rehearsal will be at 9:15 am on December 18. 

Sunday School – December & January (9:15 am) 
In January, we will be switching back to Sunday School every Sunday (except holidays). 

December 4 – Regular Sunday School 

December 11 – Christmas Program Music Practice at 9:30 am (if interested) 

December 18 – Christmas Program practice at 9:15, performance at 10:30 am worship service  

December 25 – No Sunday School 

January 1 – No Sunday School           January 8, 15, 22 & 29 – Regular Sunday School at 9:15 am 

Confirmation 

There will be no regular confirmation meetings in December. Instead, confirmation students are expected 

to attend at least two worship services and complete sermon notes. Additionally, they should complete at 

least one hour of service. Please see emails from Pastor Luke for more details.  

Friendsgiving and Other Family Fellowship Events  
An idea was born when a few Mount Olive parents were brainstorming 

ways to build community: Friendsgiving.  A few simple crafts were 

prepped and a potluck sign-up was created.  Over 50 youth and adults 

of all ages gathered, and many people stepped in to help with set up 

and clean up to make the event memorable and manageable for those 

on the planning team. More events like this are possible with a little   

bit of time and energy. Do you have an idea? Please reach out to  

Pastor Luke, Kaitlin Maus, or Sarah Jerde and one of them can partner 

with you to make that idea into a fun family fellowship event! 
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9 Youth Bake Sale on December 18th                                                                          

On Sunday, December 18,  the youth will have a bake sale to raise 

funds for a 2023 summer trip following both services. Come prepared 

to stock up on treats!  As you are doing your holiday baking, please 

consider contributing to the bake sale as well. The sale isn’t limited to 

cookies, but will include other holiday favorites and food related gift 

items as well.  Suggested ideas could include: Christmassy bars, mini-

loaves of bread, Chex Mix or “puppy chow”, lefse, rosettes, homemade 

candy or fudge, cupcakes, small candy cane crafts, even dog treats!  

Please bring your homemade items, packaged for sale (ziploc bags or quantities of 6 or 12 usually work 

well) to the Gathering Area between 9:00 am and 3:30 pm on Saturday, December 17.  Please sign up 

at the Gathering Area cabinet, where you will find more details about packaging and drop off. Please 

contact Pastor Luke –luke@molive.org or Carrie Krieger—ckrieger01@gmail.com with questions. 

Thanks for your support! 

mailto:luke@molive.org
mailto:ckrieger01@gmail.com


 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

10 Olive Branch Presents at Forum December 4 

With our tag line of "a church that likes change," we're always curious 

what God is up to. 

As Olive Branch enters its 3rd year of existence, please come dream/pray 

with us. Pastor Lisa and Richard BC will lead us in a review of our origin 

story, a report of our last year, and ideas of how we might be called into 

God's future. We'll talk about our relationship with Gray Duck Theater,   

a possible shift to Sunday morning service and a recommitment to   

Monday outreach events. 

Your voice is important, and we'd love your ideas in the mix. Bring your imagination, insights and good com-

pany to be part of discerning the next evolution of Olive Branch Church. 
 

Christmastide Artist Studio & Pizza Party 

Wednesday, December 7, 5:00-6:30 pm, Mount Olive Fellowship Hall 

It's a Christmas card and snowflake-making party! 

Christmas music will be in the air as we work and play and eat pizza. All ages       

welcome! All materials provided. No experience necessary. Pastor Lisa and Richard 

will teach you what you need to know at this family-friendly event. Pizza will arrive 

around 5:00 pm. Register to reserve your spot and share your pizza preferences. 

Sign up at the Eventbrite Link for Artist Studio: https://tinyurl.com/5azuywx7 
 

Christmas Carols with Richard BC 

Tuesday, December 13, 11:00 am, Good Earth Village, Spring Valley, MN 

Richard will be leading the program at Good Earth's upcoming Lunch  

and Learn program. Come for fellowship, meal and singing amid the  

beautiful snowy hills of Good Earth. Register at 

 http://goodearthvillage.org/lunchandlearn 

 

 

Winter Solstice Service 

Monday, December 19, 6:00-7:15 pm 

Gray Duck Theater - 619 6th Ave NW, Rochester 

Amid the December busy, we invite you to quiet. Join us  

for a relaxed service of poetry, singing, and silences among 

candles and friendly people.  All are welcome to this  

contemplative service. 

 
 

No Office Hours in December 

Since December is on the busy side for staff, Pastor Lisa and Richard will not be keeping Tuesday office hours 

at Fiddlehead this month. As always, they are available by appointment. This can be an intense time of year, 

so lean into us for support as you desire. Contact Lisa at lisa@molive.org or Richard at richard@molive.org  

https://tinyurl.com/5azuywx7
http://goodearthvillage.org/lunchandlearn
mailto:lisa@molive.org
mailto:richard@molive.org
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Women’s Christmas Party  
All Women of Mount Olive are invited to a Christmas Party on 

Monday, December 5 at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. The 

theme is “And Heaven and Nature Sing”. Along with delicious 

food provided by Mary Circle, we’ll sing Christmas songs, learn about the mission of the Women’s Shelter, 

and hear a brief update about our women’s group. The evening offering will go to the Women’s Shelter. You 

may also provide support by bringing new women’s pajamas, or gift cards suitable for teen boys - movies, 

bowling, fast food, etc. Rides are available! Contact Nancy Britson in the church office to request a ride– 

507-288-1580 or nancy@molive.org. Please come and bring a friend!  
 

Ripe Olives Hobby and Craft Show 
The Ripe Olives, Mount Olive’s group for retired folks, meets the 2nd Friday of each 

month at 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall. Breakfast is provided with a free-will offer-

ing. December 9, will feature a Craft and Hobby Show by the Ripe Olives them-

selves, a return of one of the favorite past programs. Everyone is encouraged to 

bring examples of their handiwork, crafts, collections, or hobbies to put on display.  

During the program time, each person will be given the opportunity to “show and 

tell” if they choose, and answer questions from the audience.  A sign-up sheet is 

available in the Gathering Area or contact Nancy Britson in the church office to sign up or if you have any 

questions-nancy@molive.org or 507-288-1580. 
 

Monday Book Group Meets December 12 
The Monday Book Group gathers monthly to discuss a wide variety of literature. Their next 

meeting will be December 12 at 6:30 pm on Zoom to discuss Anxious People by Fredrik 

Backman. According to Goodreads, it is “an ingeniously constructed story about the endur-

ing power of friendship, forgiveness, and hope—the things that save us, even in the most 

anxious of times.“ If you would like to receive the Zoom link for the December meeting,  

contact Jodi Schoer at mjschoer@charter.net. 
 

Upcoming Concerts at Mount Olive 
• December 1 —Lyra Baroque Chamber Group presents “A Baroque Christmas” 7:30 pm.                            

Visit lyrabaroque.org for ticket purchase and more information. 
• December 4 — Mayo Clinic Chamber Symphony presents their Christmas Concert at  

      3:00 pm in the Mount Olive Sanctuary.  The admission is free for this concert. 

Rochester Pops Christmas Concert 
The Rochester Pops Orchestra presents "A Christmas Symphony" 

Sunday, December 18, 2022, 7:00 p.m. at Bethel Lutheran Church. 

Celebrate the sounds of the season with the RPO and special guest 

vocalists, Jim Haase and Carla Thelen-Hanson, for a magical night 

filled with nostalgic classics and newer selections, sure to get you 

into the Christmas Spirit. Tickets are available online now at either www.rochesterpops.com,  

eventbrite.com, or by calling the box office at 507-318-801.  Tickets will also be sold in the Gathering Area 

between services and after the 10:30 a.m. service through Sunday, December 11, 2022.  Advanced sale 

tickets are: Seniors $10.00, Adults $12.00, Youth(13-18) $5.00, children 12 and under FREE.  All tickets are 

$3.00 more at the door the day of the show.  

mailto:nancy@molive.org
mailto:mjschoer@charter.net
https://lyrabaroque.org/concerts/chamber-concerts/
http://www.rochesterpops.com/
http://eventbrite.com/


Mount Olive Lutheran Church 
2830 18th Ave. NW 

Rochester, MN 55901 
507-288-1580         Website: molive.org 

Mount Olive Staff 

The Rev. Dr. Glenn Monson 
Senior Pastor 
glenn@molive.org               Ext. 206 

The Rev. Lisa Janke 
Associate Pastor of Outreach 
lisa@molive.org                   Ext. 205 

Deacon Travis Beck 
Director of Worship, Music, and Arts 
travis@molive.org               Ext. 203 

The Rev. Luke Hollander 
Associate Pastor of Children, Youth, and Family 
luke@molive.org      Ext. 207 

Bill Hollander 
Congregational Administrator  
bill.h@molive.org      Ext. 204 

Richard Bruxvoort Colligan 
Olive Branch Cantor 
richard@molive.org            Ext. 210 

Carrie Fletcher–Director of Service and  
Social Outreach and Nursery Coord.   
carrie@molive.org               Ext. 209   

Nancy Britson 
Director of Congregational Life 
nancy@molive.org      Ext. 202 

Jill Lundberg 
Sunday Fellowship Coordinator 
jill@molive.org 

Mount Olive’s Welcome Statement: 
“We trust that God calls Mount Olive Lutheran Church to a ministry of reconciliation. We embrace as a gift the    
diversity of our neighborhood and the world, and we extend God’s hospitality by welcoming, hearing, and treasuring: 
       All gender identities and sexual orientations                      All races and ethnicities 
                        All ages and abilities                                All economic statuses and education levels  
          All faith journeys and personal histories  

As Christ welcomes all, we too welcome the full inclusion of all people into the life, ministry, and sacraments of 
Mount Olive, joining in a journey toward greater love, understanding, and mutual respect.” 

Mount Olive’s Inclement Weather Policy 
Here are the quick guidelines for winter weather: 

• If school is cancelled because of inclement weather, all 

weekday church activities, including evening activities, are 

cancelled. If school dismisses early and community even-

ing events are cancelled due to poor weather, all evening 

church activities are also cancelled. 

• Worship on Sunday is rarely cancelled. In the rare event 

that this occurs, we will have notification on our website, 

www.molive.org, our Facebook page, and on the KTTC 

television channel.   

A Reconciling in  
Christ Community 

Students Confirmed October 30 
Seven students were confirmed at the 10:30 service on     

Sunday, October 30. Front row: Abby Armstrong, Leigha     

Determan, and Ivy Smoley. Back row:  Tim Schroeder,  

Emily  Rislow, Luke Smith, Pastor Luke Hollander, and 

Isaac Determan. It was wonderful to celebrate with these  

students and read their faith statements! 

Christmas Eve Offering 
The Christmas Eve offering be dedicated to     

Refugee Resettlement through Lutheran              

Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS).  LIRS is 

the largest faith-based nonprofit dedicated to 

serving vulnerable immigrants, asylum seekers 

and refugees in the U.S.  Offering envelopes will 

be available at Christmas Eve worship or you 

may contribute online.  Please use the “other” 

category and indicate LIRS in your check memo 

or the online comment section. Learn more 

about LIRS at www.lirs.org/about/. 
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