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BRAVING – A Model for Life Together
This summer the church staff has been looking at some helpful ways
to bring our faith community together again after our long absence
from one another due to the coronavirus and other disruptions.
We have all experienced disruptions galore and bringing community
life back together has been challenging. One model we have become
aware of is called BRAVING. It was developed by the popular researcher, lecturer, and author, Brenẻ Brown, a professor at the
University of Houston’s Graduate School of Social Work. BRAVING is
an acronym for seven guides for life together. The church staff has
already committed themselves to living together by these guidelines,
and so we now offer these to the Mount Olive community as a whole.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Boundaries: You respect my boundaries, and when you’re not clear about what’s okay and not okay, you ask.
You’re willing to say no.
Reliability: You do what you say you’ll do. You don’t overpromise and are able to deliver on commitments and
balance competing priorities.
Accountability: You own your own mistakes, apologize, and make amends.
Vault: You don’t share information or experiences that are not yours to share.
Integrity: You choose courage over comfort. You choose what is right over what is fun, fast, or easy. And you
choose to practice your values rather than simply professing them.
Inside This
Nonjudgment: I can ask for what I need, and you can ask for what you need. We can talk
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about how we feel without judgment.
Congregational
Life
Generosity: You extend the most generous interpretation possible to the intentions, words,
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and actions of others.

We believe that living in the spirit of these guidelines will be a help in re-forming our life
together. We have all been through much stress in the last 2 ½ years, and many of us are
hurting. We look forward to being part of the healing and encouragement that the Holy Spirit
will do amongst us through our life together.
Blessings,
Pastor Glenn
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Gifts for Discretionary Fund for the Needy are Abundant
When a single mom with 3 kids and no money for groceries and baby formula walks through our doors and
requests assistance, we are once again going to be able to say, “Yes, we can help you.” This is due to your
generosity this summer. After making it known that our Discretionary Fund was running low due to many
more requests for assistance than usual, we received an overwhelming number of small gifts – over $2000!
Thank you so much! Your gifts will be a lifeline for some family who comes seeking assistance.

Interested in membership at Mount Olive?
If you have been considering membership at Mount Olive, we’d love to have you! We’ll plan a Sunday to
recognize and receive new members in September. To start the membership process, please contact Nancy
Britson, Director of Congregation Life. Visit with her at the Welcome Desk following most worship services
or contact her by email, nancy@molive.org, or call 507-288-1580.

GoodStock: A Time to Celebrate
Good Earth Village
Mark your calendar for Saturday, August 27 - Sunday,
August 28, 2022 for another fun-filled weekend of music,
food, and community at Good Earth Village!
Good Earth Village is kicking off GoodStock with the second
annual Color Trail Run! The course will be on Good Earth
Village trails; strollers are not recommended. There will be two trail options to run: a short trail (approx.
one mile) or a long trail run (approx. three miles). We recommend runners be at least 12 years old for the
longer trail run. Cost is $15 per person before the event and $20 per person the day of the run. Participants will receive a Good Earth Village 50th Anniversary t-shirt and a color packet. GEV sunglasses will be
available for sale at check-in.
Sunday, August 28, 2022 will be a day with music; Contemporary Christian music star Jonny Diaz will be
headlining this year’s event! Visit goodearthvillage.org/goodstock for more details on these events.

New Book Released
Mount Olive member, Rev. Christopher
Miller, who has served as a supply
preacher at Mount Olive, has released
his second book, It Takes All Kinds to be
in the Great Cloud of Witnesses. If you
would like to learn more about either of
his books and ordering information, you
may go to his website:
www.christophermiller-author.com .

Thank You, Yard Work Helpers!
A big thank you to Dave Joyce, Richard Willis, and Karen Masbruch for helping clean up the front yard
before the outdoor worship service in July. Ongoing weeding/yard care help is welcomed any time!
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Summer Outdoor Worship Services

These have been fun services with lively
music and fellowship time following, so
bring your lawn chairs and blankets, and
invite your friends! The 8:00 a.m. service
will remain in the sanctuary on August 14.

Pastor Glenn’s Daily Devotions
For those who enjoy a daily discipline of reading a short reflection on Scripture with prayer, Pastor Glenn’s
ongoing devotion series may be just the thing for you. Each week, Pastor Glenn provides a devotion for
Monday-Friday that is available either online in a hard copy the Sunday prior. Pastor Glenn always enjoys
hearing back from people who have found a particular devotion meaningful to them.

Worship Volunteers Needed
Looking for a fun way to meet new people and engage in worship in a new way? How about serving as a
worship volunteer? We’re always in need of ushers, greeters, communion assistants, assisting ministers.
and welcome desk attendants. Sign up at this link for a day and time that works for you:
www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0449a5a92aa1fb6-mount1.
Details and directions are sent each week from Nancy Britson, Director of Congregational Life and training
is available for new helpers. You may also call Nancy with your availability, or see the sign-up sheet at the
Welcome Desk following worship services.

Flowers in the Sanctuary
If you would like to provide flowers on the chancel, sign up at the Gathering Area cabinet where you will
find the calendar and payment envelopes. Place orders for special occasions or in memory of loved ones.
Please write your name and the designation for the flowers on both the calendar and the payment envelope. Your envelope may then be placed in the offering plate or the office drop box. Thank you!

Summer and Fall Worship Schedule
A reminder that the 8:00 a.m. worship service is live-streamed from the Sanctuary each Sunday, and is
also available on the Mount Olive YouTube channel following the service. The link is shared on
www.molive.org along with past worship services. Service times will continue at 8 & 9:30 a.m. through
Labor Day Weekend. Beginning Sunday, September 11, service times will be 8 & 10:30 a.m.

Worship

On the second Sunday of the summer months, we have
been enjoying an outdoor worship service on the front
lawn. The last outdoor service this summer is on August 14
at 9:30 a.m., replacing our usual second service.

Service
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Dorothy Day House Volunteer Update
Dorothy Day Hospitality House is a temporary shelter for the homeless in the
Rochester community. It is located at 703 First Street SW. The house is staffed by
volunteers from the Rochester community. Guests stay at the house without any
cost for services provided. The house can accommodate 23 guests per night.
Mount Olive is one of the congregations that help support the house by providing
evening meals to the guests at the house on the first Friday of each month
throughout the year. When you sign up at Mount Olive to serve Dorothy Day House, you are volunteering to
provide a home cooked or takeout meal to the guests currently staying at the house on the first Friday of the
month. Evening meals are served by 6:00 pm each evening. Family style dining is the routine now that
COVID restrictions have been lifted. As a volunteer, you are asked to serve the meal and clean up the kitchen
following the meal. Currently, the house has been experiencing numerous equipment breakdowns, so you
may be required to wash the dishes by hand or provide disposable plates/silverware. This is a temporary
inconvenience. Usually when you provide and serve the evening meal you could expect to be done by
approximately 7:00-7:30pm. Sharing a meal with the guests is an enjoyable and rewarding experience.
The guests are so appreciative of your service!
Sign up to serve Dorothy Day Hospitality House on the sheet in the Gathering Area at church. Volunteers are
needed each month, beginning in September. If you have any questions or concerns with serving at Dorothy
Day House, please contact Jene Bodensteiner at: (507) 287-0257. Thanks so much!

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday, September 11, 2022
Each year, we look forward to this opportunity to celebrate who we
are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America – one church, freed
in Christ to serve and love our neighbor. Service activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one of our most basic convictions as Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus Christ – every act of service, in every daily calling, in every corner of life – flows
freely from a living, daring confidence in God’s grace. There will be projects available for all ages. Please
watch for the full list of projects and more details in the September Messenger. If you have project ideas or
are willing to help, please contact Carrie Fletcher—carrie@molive.org

Family Promise
Family Promise is in urgent need
of family meal delivery. There are
many ways to get involved--cook a meal and deliver, prepare a
recipe card and ingredients so that families can cook it themselves,
order take out for delivery or drop it off at the house, or donate
cash or a gift card for meals. Click the link to be taken to the SignUp Genius for the meals: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/30e0c4fa4aa22a3f94-prepare
Promise Fest, a fundraiser to support Family Promise, is August 27,
at the United Way Service Building. See schedule at right.
Save the Date! The annual Family Promise Concert will be held at
Bethel Lutheran Church on Saturday, November 12th. There will be
a silent auction and concert.If you have any questions about Family
Promise, please contact Erin Sinnwell at: etracy515@hotmail.com.

School Supply Kit Collection
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Wide-ruled
notebooks
Pencil Sharpener

Boxes of 16 or 24
count crayons

Blunt scissors

Centimeter ruler

Black or blue
ballpoint pens

#2 wood pencils

2 ½” eraser

Mount Olive Prayer Shawl Group
The Mount Olive prayer shawl group will be meeting on September 13, at 10:00 am in the Library.
The group would love to welcome new members. Yarn, needles, patterns, and guidance are supplied;
please contact Vickie Kubly if you would like to join the group—507-282-7696. If you would like to request
a prayer shawl for someone who is experiencing illness, loss, or a difficult time, please contact Vickie, or
you may call the church office at 507-288-1580.

Mount Olive Quilters
The quilters meet each Thursday morning at 9:00 a.m. in
the Fellowship Hall to prepare and tie quilts that are sent
to Lutheran World Relief and local service organizations.
Everyone is welcome to join them. They can always use
more cotton fabrics for making the colorful quilt tops.
Donations may be left in the Gathering Area cabinet,
where there are also quilt kits to be sewn.

In July, Pastor Glenn helped with blessing a large group
of quilts to be delivered to Lutheran World Relief

Project Comfort Coffees- “Thank You”
Following services on July 17, Ruth Circle members provided coffee, treats, and accepted a free will
offering to support Lutheran World Relief (LWR) Quilt and Shipping Fund. So far, over $1,000 has been
raised! These funds will be used by LWR to ship quilts and care kits throughout the world where the need
is great. Thank you to Ruth Circle, the Mount Olive Quilters, those involved in making kits throughout the
year, and everyone who contributed to the collection of funds.

Next Chapter Ministries BBQ Cookout
Don't forget to pre-order your food for the Next Chapter BBQ Cookout August 13th, 4-8 pm at Autumn
Ridge Church! Order online at nextchapterrochester.org/bbqorder and pick up. They have pulled chicken,
barbecue ribs, and other sides! You may also make a donation to their ministries. Also, if you would like
to join in the fun of volunteering contact Office@NextChapterRochester.org .

Service

During the month of August, we will be
collecting school supplies. We will be assembling the kits as part of “God’s work. Our
hands.” Sunday, September 11. The kits will then be sent out through our ministry
partner, Lutheran World Relief. Please leave your items in the collection bin in the
front entry. The following list contains the items we will be collecting. Thank you! If
you have any questions, please contact Carrie Fletcher-carrie@molive.org.

Education
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Close Encounters of the Jesus Kind
One of the hidden effects of the pandemic time was the isolation it produced in our lives. Early on, when
we were under lock-down, this isolation was real for most people. As the pandemic has lifted this has
been less of a factor, but we are all still feeling the effects of being unable to meet with friends and family,
loved ones and colleagues over long stretches of time. Also our political climate has estranged us from one
another and people we were formerly close to have drifted apart. All of this is hard. This fall, Pastor Glenn
will lead a 6-week study around the issue of estrangement using six passages from the Gospel of Luke.
We will look together at how Jesus overcame estrangement. The studies will be held on Wednesdays at
6:30 p.m. via Zoom, and Thursdays in the church library in-person at 10:30 a.m., from September 7
through October 13. Books are $8. Sign up and order your books at the Gathering Area sign up table or by
calling the church office. Guests are always welcome.

Women of Mount Olive Invited to New Adventure
Women of Mount Olive— You are invited to be a part of an exciting new Adventure! This spring a number
of Mount Olive Women met to discuss and dream what the Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
America (WELCA) would be about at Mount Olive going forward. Out of that meeting, a “Leadership team”
has formed and started to facilitate discussion and ideas to accomplish the ministries that are important to
the women and community of Mount Olive. This multigenerational team will meet for the first time on
Thursday, August 4 at 6:30 p.m. and hopes to have at least one representative from each circle along with
any and all women that are excited about the future of new relationships, events and fellowship. If you
would like to be a part of this team going forward to help shape a new looking Women’s group, please
contact Cathy Hanson at kchanson89@gmail.com or text or call (507)398-3917.
At the spring meeting, where the Women of Mount Olive
met to discuss the future of WELCA, many great ideas and
activities were shared with the group. Unfortunately, these
ideas were not recorded. If you had one of these great ideas
or remember others, please share them with the Leadership team by contacting Cathy Hanson above.

Women’s Small Group Studies Begin in September
In September, Mount Olive’s women’s small groups will begin their program year. The groups, called
"Circles", meet monthly for Bible study and fellowship at a variety of times, including morning, afternoon,
and evening. The small group studies for 2022/2023 will once again be from Gather Magazine. This fall’s
study is Jesus and nature: Teachers of Faith written by Rev. Sara Olson-Smith. Jesus often turned to the
natural world in teaching, opening our eyes to see creation not just as something to be cared for, but as
our teacher and kindred. It is no mistake that Jesus, who lovingly spoke of soil and plants, was thought to
be a gardener that first Easter morning. This three-session Bible study will shift our perspectives and allow
nature to be our teacher, through the words of Jesus and other parts of Scripture. The trees, the soil and
the creatures will offer us new perspectives on the character of God and challenge us to deepen our
stewardship of God’s precious creation.
Go to the Gather Magazine website or call (844)409-0576 to start your subscription. Two copies of the
magazine will also be available for loaning in the church office. Pastor Glenn leads a monthly session for
the study leaders. The first session is September 6 at 5:30 pm in the conference room at
church. Contact Cathy Hanson with any questions or interest in joining a small group kchanson89@gmail.com.

Mount Olive Youth Enjoy Good Earth Village

Family Camping Weekend in August
The weekend of August 19-21 has been set for the annual Family Camping Weekend at Chester Woods. All
are welcome to come out to the park, enjoy outdoor activities and fellowship, worship around a campfire,
and even camp if you are interested! See the schedule below. Families are encouraged to book campsites
on the northeast section of the campground. Use this link or visit
www.olmstedcounty.gov/residents/parks-recreation/recreation/camping.
Friday:
Evening – Set-up camp, lawn games around the camp ground, campfire
Saturday:
8:00 am – Breakfast on your own; meet at the campground if you are interested in joining Pastor Luke
on a birding hike
9:30 am-Noon – Meet at the beach for activities around the lake (swimming, fishing, kayaking, etc.)
Noon – lunch on your own
1 pm – Meet at the campground for afternoon activities (lawn games, volleyball, afternoon hike, more
time at the beach, etc.)
5 pm – Campfire worship led by Pastor Luke at the worship space in the campground
6 pm – Campfire potluck dinner (all are welcome to bring something to share)
Sunday:
Morning – breakfast on your own, tear down camp, and more camp activities as desired.
Note: if you have any questions or would like to be involved in this planning, email Pastor Luke –
luke@molive.org.

Confirmation Students Entering 9th Grade This Fall:
Confirmation students that are entering 9th grade this fall will be confirmed on Sunday, October 30 at the
10:30 am worship service. The last requirement before confirmation day is completing your faith statement. Those that attended Good Earth Village in July, should have a first draft – please be sure to type this
up and send it to Pastor Luke for editing. Those that were not able to attend, please write a first draft of
your faith statement using the rubric that Pastor Luke emailed and send a first draft to Pastor Luke by
Sunday, August 21.

Education

Last month, Mount Olive sent 10 youth to Good Earth Village for a week of fun and faith! The village kids
got the best of a day camp experience and summer camp rolled into one. These campers experienced worship, games, fort building, water activities, crafts, campfire and more. Our confirmation students went for
an overnight experience from Sunday to Friday. Pastor Luke led curriculum in the mornings. Additionally,
they camped, canoed, led and participated in worship, creek splashed and so much more. Be sure to ask
them about their experience sometime.
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Olive Branch
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Olive Branch Office Hours
It’s Monday afternoon and you think to yourself – I could really use some good
coffee and conversation. Don’t fret – we have you covered! Throughout August,
Richard and/or Lisa will be sitting at our ‘usual table’ at Fiddlehead Coffee Co.
every Monday from 1:30 – 3:00 pm. We’re at the Avani/Miracle Mile location
which happens to serve delicious food, in case you were wondering. This is also
a great opportunity for you to bring a friend along who wants to know about
Olive Branch. Oh wait, Monday afternoon doesn’t work for you? We’d be happy
to set up another time, just let us know.

SAVE THE DATE: Olive Branch Social Night
Monday, September 12, 5:30 – 7:00 pm
Join us at Gray Duck Theater for a fun evening to kick off a new program year. Details to follow, but right now
we’re dreaming about an indoor/outdoor gathering featuring good music, delicious coffee, a food truck, and
a short program where we will answer questions from the Cigar Box of Wonder.
What is the Cigar Box of Wonder? It is an actual cigar box where people (like you!) are invited to submit
questions about faith, God, the universe, or whatever is on your mind, and Richard and Lisa will speak to
them. It is a practice that encourages imagination, acknowledges complexity, and nurtures a willingness to
engage with topics that we may never fully understand. Here’s how you can participate: Between now and
September 12 – submit your most pressing or toughest questions and we’ll speak to them at Olive Branch
Social Night! You can email them to us or physically drop them off in the Cigar Box which will be conveniently
located in the church office.

Olive Branch Church Resumes at Gray Duck Theater
Olive Branch Church continues to be an outreach that welcomes
people who have been so hurt by the church it’s amazing they’d give
it another chance. The week following the Olive Branch Social Night,
we’ll meet every Monday night at 6:00 pm with midrash practice,
expansive language for God (check out our website clicker to see how
many days we’ve gone without using masculine pronouns for God),
and relaxed conversation over delicious Holy Communion with nonalcoholic sparkling juice and fresh bread.

Olive Branch Summer Update
We have been having a fun summer of meeting up with folx around Rochester
and beyond. From 5K runs to Drag Shows, we have been making our presence
known in the community. Our new Olive Branch shirts feature the tagline
“a church that likes change” on the back, and Pastor Lisa has had people ask
about it at Four Daughter’s, Menards, and Good Will! You can get your very
own shirt to help promote Olive Branch as you go about your daily routine!
On July 4th, Olive Branch hosted “Make It Clear,” an event for those grieving the Supreme Court decision
to overturn Roe v Wade. A group of 13 gathered and we began to move strong emotions out of our bodies through music, writing, poetry, art and conversation. While people expressed fear, anger and heartbreak, they also expressed deep gratitude for a church willing to publicly host this event.

Ripe Olives Gatherings

Monday Book Group Plans for New Season
The Monday Book Group has selected its list of books for 2022/2023 and will begin meeting
monthly this fall. At their meeting on September 12, they will discuss The Maid by Nita
Prose. This meeting will be at 6:30 pm in the library meeting room at church.
Interested readers have the opportunity to order all the books selected for the year.
A book list and order envelopes are available on the Gathering Area cabinet or you may
contact Nancy Britson for more information– 507-288-1580 or nancy@molive.org. Book
orders are due by Friday, August 19. If you would like to be added to the email list for the
group, sign up in the Gathering Area or contact Jodi Schoer at mjschoer@charter.net.

Quilting Day for Good Earth Village
It is time to put together Mount Olive's annual quilt donation for the Good Earth
Village Auction! People who are interested in cutting and/or sewing are welcome!
Quilters will meet Friday, August 12 beginning at 10:00 am. Lunch will be ordered
in, or it can brought from home. Bring a working sewing machine, notions and neutral thread. If you have Dark blue, dark green batiks, or neutral batiks that you would like to donate, talk to
Stephanie Pasch—stephsews29@gmail.com or 507-261-7320. Or, if you would like to contribute money
towards the cost of materials, also talk to Stephanie. The finished quilt be sold at the Good Gifts Gala fundraiser for Good Earth Village on October 27.

Summer Fellowship Sponsors Needed
Sponsors are needed for Sunday Fellowship August 14, 21, and 28. Look for the
large sign up poster in the Gathering Area with all of the details on how you
can sign up to sponsor a week, provide the treats and drinks and serve! Nancy
Britson, will send you some basic guidelines the week before you’re signed up.
Contact Nancy with any questions—nancy@molive.org.
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Fellowship

The Ripe Olives, Mount Olive’s group for retired folks, will resume
meeting this fall. Beginning in September, we’ll meet the 2nd
Friday of each month at 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall. We plan to
serve a simple continental breakfast, coffee, and juice. We will
plan for in-person meetings, but if safety, or the weather, do not
comply, we can transition to a Zoom format. Here’s the planned
line-up for fall:
• September 9— Mount Olive member, Dave Rossow, will share insights and experiences surrounding
Russia and Ukraine. This program was rescheduled from last spring.
• October 14—News from the Synod with SEMN Bishop Regina Hassanally
• November 11—Saints and Souls: A History of Allhallowtide presented by Travis Beck
• December 9—Christmas themed music and fellowship. More details to come.
Watch for the monthly sign-up sheets available in the Gathering Area or contact Nancy Britson in the church
office to sign up or if you have any questions-nancy@molive.org or 507-288-1580.

Prayers and Prayer Chain Updates
Mount Olive members and friends in need of prayer are being remembered by prayer chain members, the Mount
Olive staff, and are included in our bulletins that are not shared online. If you have a prayer request and would like
the prayer chain to be in prayer for you or someone you love, or if you would like to join the prayer chain as one
who prays, please contact Kim Ignatius at: 507-271-6087 or ignatius.kimberlie@charter.net. You may also contact
any of the pastors with requests via phone or email—see contact info. below.

Mount Olive Youth enjoying
camp at Good Earth Village
in July.

Mount Olive’s Welcome Statement:
“We trust that God calls Mount Olive Lutheran Church to a ministry of reconciliation. We embrace as a gift the diversity of our neighborhood and the world, and we extend God’s hospitality by welcoming, hearing, and treasuring:
All gender identities and sexual orientations
All races and ethnicities
All ages and abilities
All economic statuses and education levels
All faith journeys and personal histories
As Christ welcomes all, we too welcome the full inclusion of all people into the life, ministry, and sacraments of
Mount Olive, joining in a journey toward greater love, understanding, and mutual respect.”

Mount Olive Lutheran Church
2830 18th Ave. NW
Rochester, MN 55901
507-288-1580
Website: molive.org

A Reconciling in
Christ Community
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travis@molive.org
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The Rev. Luke Hollander
Associate Pastor of Children, Youth, and Family
luke@molive.org
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Bill Hollander
Congregational Administrator
bill.h@molive.org
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Richard Bruxvoort Colligan
Olive Branch Cantor
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Ext. 210

Carrie Fletcher–Director of Service and
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