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Capital Campaign Task Force Update 
The Task Force has been having fruitful conversations with church staff, ministry partners, people who use 

our building regularly or occasionally, just about anyone who has a stake in what our facility offers.  To hear 

about all these conversations the team met on July 14 and plans to meet again August 4 to hopefully have in 

hand the results of all these conversations.  The next step will be a conversation with a building consultant to 

get an idea of what projects are doable and what this will all cost.  We believe that what we are working to-

ward is having a facility that is not only up-to-date and attractive but also one that opens up new opportuni-

ties for ministry and outreach, knowing that God’s imagination for our future is much greater than any of 

ours.  All the results of the task force’s work will be presented to the congregation in full on October 4 at the 

State of the Olive.  Save the date!  

 

Staff Position Available 
For the past 2 years we have had the joy of working with Terry Krieger as our Office Administrator. In addi-

tion to his daily tasks, Terry has organized spaces and streamlined processes at Mount Olive to ensure a 

smooth transition for whoever steps into this position next. The time is soon upon us to make that transition. 

Terry has announced he will be resigning early next year, or sooner if we find someone before then. Ideally 

we would have some time of overlap for handing over the reins. To learn more about the position, please 

contact Terry or Pastor Lisa.  

Southeastern Minnesota Synod Assembly 
In May, five voting members from Mount Olive, (Pastor Lisa, Pastor Glenn, 

Deacon Travis, David Steenhoek, and Connie Mudore), attended the SE MN 

Synod Assembly in Mankato. After prayer and worship, balloting for bishop was the first order of business. 

Bishop Hassanally was reelected on the first round of voting. The Assembly also conducted Bible study, heard  

reports, filled committee assignments, and adopted three important resolutions. Two of the resolutions  

encourage congregations to use more female images of God in worship, and to share more stories of Biblical 

women in preaching and teaching. One resolution voiced steadfast support for the stewardship and service 

of Lutheran Service organizations. If you have questions about the Assembly, please reach out to one of the 

Mount Olive voting members . 

Make-A-Will Month 
August is Make-A-Will Month. If you have not already given your loved ones the gift of documenting your 
legacy intentions, consider doing the following:  
 

1) Discuss these questions with your spouse or trusted family member: 
Will we have what we need/want in the future? 
What legacy impact do we want to have on our children/heirs? 
What legacy impact do we want to have on society/ministry? 
Who do we trust to take care of us and our children when we no longer can? 
Are they are willing and able to do so? 

2) Make a list of what you own and what you owe. 
3)  Meet with an advisor who can help you understand and plan your estate. 
4) Meet with an attorney to document your plans. 
5) Update beneficiary forms and asset ownership titles according to your plans. 
6) Share your plans with your family and your chosen representatives. 
 

For more information, see the estate planning checklist at https://molive.org/wp-content/uploads/Estate-
Planning-Checklist.pdf. 
 

If you plan to leave a legacy gift to Mount Olive, please let us know how you would like us to use it by  
completing the form at https://molive.org/wp-content/uploads/Legacy-Gift-Intent-Form.pdf. 

https://molive.org/wp-content/uploads/Estate-Planning-Checklist.pdf
https://molive.org/wp-content/uploads/Estate-Planning-Checklist.pdf
https://molive.org/wp-content/uploads/Legacy-Gift-Intent-Form.pdf
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3 Last Outdoor Service of the Summer 
An “All Sing” - Sunday, August 3rd, 4:00 pm 

It’s been a delightful summer of worshipping outside under our grand tree. 

After two gatherings featuring the music of Richard and Travis, it’s time to hand 

you the microphone! Besides generous communion, prelude sing-alongs, and a 

word from Evan, we’ll be singing some of our congregation’s favorite hymns 

together.  
 

Weekly Prayer Service at Mount Olive 

Mondays 5:30 - 6:00 pm in the sanctuary 

Mount Olive is pleased to have joined the movement to “Pray Without 

Ceasing,” an initiative to grow a renewed, worldwide  community of prayer. 

We pray for faith, hope, love, and our neighbors in need. These services will continue weekly, indefinitely. 

This short, simple  service includes music, readings, spoken prayer, and a variety of modes of prayer from 

week to week. All are welcome. Richard Bruxvoort Colligan coordinates these services.  
 

Fall Worship Times Begin September 7 
Mark your calendars. The Sunday following Labor Day, September 7, worship times will return to the 

program year schedule. Worship times are Sunday morning at 8:00 and 10:30 am. The Education Hour for 

all ages begins on September 14 at 9:15 am. 
 

Mount Olive Choir Kickoff September  
Interested in singing in the choir this year? Mark your calendars for the choir kickoff on Wednesday,  

September 10. Singers who are high school age and older are invited join us for a read-through of some of 

this year’s choir selections beginning at 7:00 pm. Following the first rehearsal on September 10, we will  

adjourn to Little Thistle brewery for fellowship and beverages.  

Handbell Choir and Brass Ensemble Begin 

Mount Olive’s brass and bell choir groups begin on Thursdays in September. Bell choir rehearsals begin 

September 11th and are 7:00-8:00pm. Brass rehearsals begin the 11th at 8:15-9:00 pm. Both groups play 

about once-a-month in worship services and are looking for new members and substitutes. If you or some-

one you know may be interested in providing vocal or instrumental music in worship, or if you are interest-

ed in joining one of our music ensembles, please contact Travis Beck for more information at 

 travis@molive.org or by phone through the church office, 288-1580 x203. 

Nursery Help Needed 
The church nursery is in need of volunteers to help keep our littles safe while their caregivers are attending 

worship. Training is provided. Please contact Carrie Fletcher, Nursery Coordinator at carrie@molive.org if 

you have any questions or are interested in learning more. Nursery care will resume September 7. 

Worship Volunteers Needed    
Have you considered serving as a worship volunteer? We’re always in need of ushers, greeters, communion 

assistants, assisting ministers and welcome desk attendants. Sign up at this link for a day and time that 

works for you: tinyurl.com/jtzbwjkm. Details and directions are sent each week from Nancy Britson,  

Director of Congregational Life, and training is available for new helpers. You may also call Nancy with your 

availability (nancy@molive.org) or see the Sign Up Sheet at the Welcome Desk following worship services.  

mailto:travis@molive.org
mailto:carrie@molive.org
https://tinyurl.com/jtzbwjkm
mailto:nancy@molive.org
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4 NAMI Walk 
One in six Americans are living with mental illness according 

to the National Alliance for Mental Illness (NAMI ). Our church recognizes that many people are crying out 

for help. Mount Olive will again host a team to participate in NAMI WALKS SE MN. The walk is September 27, 

at Cascade Lake Park, 88 23rd Ave. SW, Rochester. The walk raises urgently needed funds to support com-

munity mental health. Last year, the Mount Olive team raised $4000. Given government funding cuts, there 

is even greater need this year. The goal is to surpass that amount. 
 

Please register to be on the team, to sponsor a walker, or both! Team members/sponsors aren't required to 

walk on 9/27 but all are welcome. Here's the registration link: https://www.namiwalks.org/index.cfm?

fuseaction=donordrive.team&teamID=76492  If you have questions, please reach out to Connie Mudore,  

mudore@duck.com. 
 

Dorothy Day House  
Mount Olive has been in partnership with the Dorothy Day Hospitality House for 

many years. Our responsibility is to provide a meal for the guests staying there on 

the first Friday evening of each month. When you sign up to serve Dorothy Day 

House, volunteers prepare a home-cooked meal on site or provide a frozen or  

commercially prepared meal and share it family-style with the guests in the home’s 

dining room. We need volunteers for the next several months. If you have never 

served this ministry before, we can make sure to match you up with a seasoned volunteer.  Rest assured, 

they will help with the process. Serving at Dorothy Day House is truly rewarding. You may either sign up on 

the sheet in the Gathering Area at church or contact Jene Bodensteiner. Thank you for your service! If you 

have any questions or concerns with serving at Dorothy Day House, please contact Jene at: (507) 287-0257. 
 

Garden Update 
The garden plots in Mount Olive’s east yard were planted back in June. We will have carrots, beans, peppers, 

onions, and tomatoes to harvest in the very near future. If you would like to help weed or water, please   

contact Carrie Fletcher at carrie@molive.org for more information. 
 

God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday, September 7, 2025 
Each year, we look forward to this opportunity to celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America – one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neighbor. Service activities offer an opportuni-

ty for us to explore one of our most basic convictions as Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus Christ – every act 

of service, in every daily calling, in every corner of life – flows freely from a living, daring confidence in God’s 

grace. There will be projects available for all ages on God’s 

work. Our hands. Sunday, September 7!  Please watch for  

the full list of projects and more details in the September  

Messenger. If you have project ideas or are willing to help, 

please contact Carrie Fletcher—carrie@molive.org 

Ongoing Collections 
Mount Olive is always collecting your pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald house. There is a collection tub 

located in the Gathering Area on the sign-up table. We also collect travel-size shampoo, conditioners, 

soaps, etc. that you may get while you are staying at a hotel. Additionally, used glasses are collected for the 

Lions Club. There are collection containers in the cupboard under the cabinet in the Gathering Area.  

https://www.namiwalks.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=donordrive.team&teamID=76492
https://www.namiwalks.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=donordrive.team&teamID=76492
mailto:mudore@duck.com
mailto:carrie@molive.org
mailto:carrie@molive.org
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5 Lutheran World Relief 

Thank you to everyone who donated used adult T-shirts and flannel fabric to 

use in making diapers and receiving blankets for baby care kits. We now have 

a bin in the collection cabinet in the Gathering Area, so that T-shirts and flannel will be collected year-

round. T-shirts must be adult size, any color is accepted and they can have graphic designs, but they must 

be clean and without stains. There is a sewing day planned in September.  Please contact Sherry Sanden 

Will at sher05@charter.net with questions. 
 

Mount Olive Quilters 
The quilters meet each Thursday at 9:00 am in the Fellowship Hall to prepare and tie quilts that are sent to 

Lutheran World Relief and service organizations. Everyone is welcome to join them. They can always use 

more cotton fabrics for making the colorful quilt tops. Donations may be left in the Gathering Area cabinet. 
 

Project Comfort Coffees- “Thank You”  
Following the service on July 13, Ruth Circle members provided drinks and 

treats, and accepted a free will offering to support the LWR Quilt and Ship-

ping Fund. So far, over $1000 has been raised! These funds will be used by 

Lutheran World Relief to ship quilts and care kits to places in the US and 

around the world where the need is great. This includes areas of Texas      

impacted by recent flooding and places still recovering from hurricane Helene. Thank you to Ruth Circle, 

the Mount Olive Quilters, kit makers, and everyone who contributed to the collection of funds. 

Mount Olive Prayer Shawl Group 

The Mount Olive prayer shawl group  

will be meeting on September 9, at  

10:00 am. The group is looking to welcome 

new members. Yarn, needles, patterns,  

and guidance are supplied; please contact 

Vickie Kubly if you would like to join the group—507-282-7696.  

If you would like to request a prayer shawl for someone who is 

experiencing illness, loss, or a difficult time, please contact Vickie, 

or you may call the church office at 507-288-1580. 
 

The Landing MN 
Please save the date for an evening of education 

from The Landing MN! Mount Olive is happy to 

host this event, which will tell the story of how  

The Landing MN started, where they are today, and what the   

future will bring. Come on September 16th,  6:30-8:00 pm to 

learn more and ask questions! 

Family Promise  
Family Promise is a ministry partner serving homeless families in Rochester. If 
you are interested in supporting the new shelter, Promise House, you can visit 
the Amazon Wish Lists below or contribute funds using the Mount Olive website 
ministry partners link.        Make Promise House Home         Office Needs  

Household Needs    Visit www.fprochestermn.org for more information.  

Meal Train Needs Cooks 
Mount Olive uses an online program 

called Meal Train to organize meals 

for Mount Olive members in need, for 

example recovering from surgery or 

parents of new babies. Volunteers 

simply follow an individualized email 

link to Meal Train and choose a date 

to provide a meal. Dietary require-

ments, maps, email reminders, and 

special instructions can be viewed for 

each recipient. We are currently in 

need of people who are willing to help 

provide meals, please contact Paula 

Roberts at roberts64paula@gmail.com 

to receive the Meal Train link. If you 

are in need of meals, please contact 

the church office at 507-288-1580. 

mailto:sher05@charter.net
https://secure.myvanco.com/YKR4/campaign/C-YXZ6
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1GGREHO1WOLK3?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/9BJ63F0CHXMN?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2HCSU80F8M9MX?ref_=wl_share
http://www.fprochestermn.org
mailto:roberts64paula@gmail.com
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Signup for Pastor Glenn’s Lutheranism 101 is out! 
 If you are new to the Lutheran faith, or even if you have been a longtime Lutheran and just want to  

immerse yourself in the rich history and theology of the Lutheran faith, you are invited to join Pastor Glenn 

in a 4-week study of the Lutheran faith this September.  Classes will be held Wednesdays at 6:30 in the 

church library, September 3 -24.  The text for the class is Daniel Erlander’s Baptized, We Live; Lutheranism 

as a Way of Life.  Books will be provided for all participants. If you have any questions, see Pastor Glenn. 
 

Study the Gospel of Mark with Pastor Glenn 
Starting on Wednesday, October 1, Pastor Glenn will begin leading an 8-week study of the Gospel of Mark.  

The classes will be held via Zoom, on Wednesdays at 6:30 pm and Thursday mornings at 10:30 in the 

church library. The books are $10 and may be purchased in the church office or via the envelopes provided 

on the Gathering Area sign up cabinet at church. For any questions, please see Pastor Glenn. 

 
Sunday School Registration  

Sunday School season is just around the corner!  Sunday School begins on September 14. 

We’ll begin in the Sanctuary at 9:15 am where kids will meet their teachers and then 

 locate their classrooms together. Feel free to join us the Sunday prior (September 7th) for 

God’s work. Our hands. There will service projects for the whole family to take part in! 
 

Registration forms will be available in the month of August to make necessary corrections 

for those returning. If your child will be joining Sunday School for the first time, we have 

blank forms to get you in our system and we’ll add you to our email chain for information. If you have any 

questions, please contact Evan Fitzsimmons at evan@molive.org and he can help get you registered and 

involved! 

 

Women’s Small Group Studies Begin in September 
In September, Mount Olive’s women’s small groups will begin their program year. The groups, called 

"Circles", meet monthly for Bible study and fellowship at a variety of times, including morning, after-

noon, and evening.  Watch for a sign up table in the front entry at the end of August if you are inter-

ested in signing up for a group and learning more about the fall study, “Money, Stewardship, and  

Generosity” by the Rev. Christa von Zychlin. The studies for 2025/2026 will once again be from Gather 

Magazine. Go to the Gather Magazine website or call (844)409-0576 to start your subscription. Two 

copies of the magazine will also be available for loaning in the church office. Contact Erin Sinnwell 

with any questions -507-990-6079 or erinsinnwellphotography9@gmail.com.  

Important Dates: 
August 5  - The Women's Ministry Team meets at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall for a potluck meal. 

Contact Women’s Ministry Team Leader, Erin Sinnwell, for more information - 507-990-6079.  

September 2 - Monthly study leader preparation with Pastor Glenn in the front Conference Room at 

5:30 pm. Bring your Gather Magazine and a Bible.  

September 2 - The Women’s Ministry Team meets at 6:30 pm in the front conference room. 

Women's Retreat - The Women’s Ministry Team would like to once again host a women’s retreat this 

fall or winter.  Members are needed for a planning committee to make this happen.  Please reach out 

to Erin Sinnwell -erinsinnwellphotography9@gmail.com  or 507-990-6079 if you would be interested 

in helping or if you have any questions. 

mailto:evan@molive.org
https://www.gathermagazine.org/
mailto:erinsinnwellphotography9@gmail.com
mailto:erinsinnwellphotography9@gmail.com
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9 Family Camping Weekend! At Oxbow Park (August 8-10) 

Location: Oxbow Park - 5731 County Rd 105 NW, Byron, MN 55920 

Our Site is the “Youth Group Camp Site” In-Between the 1st Bridge & 2nd 

Bridge/Zoo   *On the left-hand side of the road when coming from 1st 

Bridge. Families planning to stay overnight will arrive Friday evening  

and depart Sunday before lunch.  
 

Saturday Morning (10:00 am): Hike Oxbow Park/Zoo  

All are welcome to join us!  We will have a few hiking options, a short 

loop, a medium loop, and perhaps a longer loop if people feel up to it! 

There will be opportunities to tour the Zoo for those looking to do shorter hikes. If you don’t plan to stay 

overnight but would like to take part in the hiking, please contact Evan Fitzsimmons. Plan on showing up at 

Oxbow around 10:00am. Everyone will be on their own for lunch Saturday. 
 

Saturday Evening (4:00 pm): Cook-Out & “Campfire”  

Again, all are welcome to join us!  We’ll fire up the grills and get some burgers 

and hotdogs cooked for everyone. We have a humongous field where we are 

camping so feel free to bring lawn games (Evan will run a game of wiffleball at 

some point). Then after dinner, we’ll have a “campfire” with some singing, story-

telling, and s’mores to cap off the night! 

If you’d like to join us for the afternoon and 

meal, please sign up on the clipboard in the 

Gathering Area. Mount Olive will provide the 

meat, others are invited to bring side items to share (chips, fruit, beans, 

etc.). We will update our food items and plan our grocery list from our sign

-up in the Gathering Area. So, if you want to attend, please get your name 

on the sign-up sheet.   
 

Other August CYF Events 
Wednesday August 13 – Berne Fire-Wood Pizza & Concert Series (5:00-8:00 pm) 

At 23148 County Rd. 24, West Concord, MN 55985 (Across from Zwingli United Church)  

*Concert Free. Order your pizza ahead to avoid wait-time. See all the details and the advanced pizza order 

link here:  https://www.bernepizza.org/  All ages are welcome to join in!  
 

Wednesday August 20 – “Song Fest” at Mount Olive (6:30-8:00 pm) 

Bring an instrument and play some music with us. (Your voice is an instrument too!) We will 

play some “campy” church classics, Richard will teach some chords for those learning guitar, 

and we will enjoy making a joyful noise together.  
 

Wednesday August 27 – “Touch Football” & Park at Allendale Park/John Adams Field  

For our final Summer Event, kids and families will meet at the church at 6:30 pm and  

walk over to the park for activities. (And Football). 

Calling Teachers for Sunday School 
We are always in need of teachers and substitutes for Sunday School. If you feel called to serve in any way 

for this Academic Year, please contact Evan Fitzsimmons evan@molive.org as he puts the team together! 

More information regarding teacher training will be sent out by email in August. Join in the amazing op-

portunity for ministry and faith formation that Sunday School hour provides for our awesome kids!  

https://www.bernepizza.org/
mailto:evan@molive.org


 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

10 
“Our Stories, God’s Story” Grant Update 
We’ve been blessed with such stimulating keynote guests this year! After our 

first pillar event with Ken Medema, the bar was set high. To be honest, we 

wondered if we’d peaked early. But no — singer/songwriter Namoli Brennet 

brought her powerful music and presence to a wonderful concert and worship. 

Storyteller extraordinaire Valerie Tutson led us in a day-retreat with families 

exploring the Jonah story followed by an afternoon helping us process the    

violence of the assassination of MN Rep. Melissa Hortman and her husband 

using Bible stories and our own. Val’s dramatic telling of the story of Juneteenth during Sunday worship on 

June 15 was another highlight.   
 

For our final pillar event of the year, Brian McLaren will be with us on October 18th, 9:00 am-4:00 pm for a 

day-retreat open to the public. As with our other three events, free tickets will be available to Mount Olivians 

before we release paid tickets to the public. If it sounds interesting, please mark your calendars to attend.  
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Ripe Olives  
Ripe Olives is Mount Olive’s group for retired and semi-retired folks to gather for a 

meal, fellowship, learning and fun. We usually meet on the 2nd Friday of each month 

at 9:30 am. On the agenda for September 12 is that back-to-school time favorite, 

“What I did this Summer”.  We’ll have an extended conversation time over break-

fast and the opportunity to share updates with our friends. Sharing photos, memorabilia, crafts, or other 

objects with the group is encouraged. Contact Nancy Britson for assistance with photos. Breakfast is provid-

ed with a free will offering. Watch for the sign up sheet in the Gathering Area or RSVP to Nancy - 

nancy@molive.org or 507-288-1580. Everyone is welcome!  
 

Save The Date: “State of the Olive”  
Last year’s “State of the Olive” event was such a great success we've decided to do it again! This is time set 

aside to talk about what's going on at Mount Olive and where we are headed together. All Mount Olive 

members are encouraged to attend as we will be discussing exciting possibilities for an upcoming capital 

campaign: sharing what we've learned about our building needs and dreams, considering ideas for mission 

support, and hearing your thoughts and questions.  Plan to join us on Saturday, October 4, 9:00 am - noon. 

All ages welcome!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c_VcyRDfLL8
mailto:nancy@molive.org
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Women’s Monthly Coffee Meet Up 
Mount Olive women are invited to meet at 9:00 am on Friday, August 1 for coffee/tea at the Market Grille at 

Hy-Vee West Circle at 4221 West Circle Drive. Come each month for fellowship and good conversation. If you 

have questions, ask Cathy Hanson at 507-398-3917 or kchanson89@gmail.com.  

Summer Fellowship  
We have enjoyed having fellowship time with coffee, and delicious treats each 

Sunday this summer, filling the Gathering Area and spilling onto the patio with 

lots of great conversation and laughs. There are 

several openings on the August schedule to help 

with serving, providing cookies, and making the 

coffee.  Training is provided. Please sign up  

online at tinyurl.com/fsd3f,  or contact Sunday  

Fellowship Volunteer Coordinator, Renee  

Schaefer - renee@molive.org. 
 
 

Brews Brothers Meets At Little Thistle 
Brews Brothers, a fellowship opportunity for Mount Olive men, continues to meet the       

second Thursday of each month at a local brewery. This month they will be at Little Thistle 

Brewing, 2031 14th St NW, Rochester on Thursday, August 14, 4:30 to 6:00 pm. The only 

agenda is to chat, get to know new people, and enjoy a good beer. Drop in as you're able. 

All are welcome! Contact Keith Hanson at kjhanson17@gmail.com with questions. 
 

Monday Book Group Plans for New Season 
The Monday Book Group has selected its list of books for 2025/2026 and will begin meeting 

in September at 6:30 pm on the 2nd Monday of each month.  A book list for the year, the  

opportunity to order the year’s books (August 3 deadline), and a new member sign-up  

sheet are available on the Gathering Area cabinet.  The group discusses a wide variety of  

literature including: classics, fiction, poetry, humor, memoirs, history, mystery, Minnesota 

authors, and youth-inspired works. The September 8 selection, The Vanishing Half  by Brit 

Bennet, was the winner for Reader’s Favorite Historical Fiction in 2020. Everyone is welcome 

to join the group. Contact Jodi Schoer at mjschoer@charter.net. 
 

Exercise Classes at Mount Olive 
FREE exercise classes for people 55+ continue to meet twice weekly at Mount Olive. The "Stay Active and 

Independent for Life" (SAIL) classes are offered on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3 - 4:00 pm, in the Fellowship 

Hall.  The classes are designed specifically for older adults and focus on strength, balance, flexibility and   

aerobics.  All exercises and aerobics can be done sitting or standing  

and are very adaptive. Contact the church office for more information. 
 

Welcome Visitors! 
We have been pleased to see so many visitors to Mount Olive this  

summer. It is our hope that you have enjoyed the worship services   

and fellowship and felt warmly welcomed! If you would like to learn 

more about Mount Olive or explore membership, please stop by the 

Welcome Desk following worship or contact Nancy Britson, Director   

of Congregational Life - nancy@molive.org, or 507-288-1580.  

Kitchen Cleaning 
Volunteers are needed to help 

with kitchen cleaning on Wed., 

August 20, at 10:00 am.  We’ll 

clean and move items in prepara-

tion for the floor to be deep- 

cleaned the next day.  Sign up in 

the Gathering Area. 

mailto:kchanson89@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/yfufsd3f
mailto:renee@molive.org
mailto:kjhanson17@gmail.com
mailto:mjschoer@charter.net
mailto:nancy@molive.org


Mount Olive’s Welcome Statement: 
“We trust that God calls Mount Olive Lutheran Church to a ministry of reconciliation. We embrace as a gift the    
diversity of our neighborhood and the world, and we extend God’s hospitality by welcoming, hearing, and treasuring: 
       All gender identities and sexual orientations                      All races and ethnicities 
                        All ages and abilities                                All economic statuses and education levels  
          All faith journeys and personal histories  

As Christ welcomes all, we too welcome the full inclusion of all people into the life, ministry, and sacraments of 
Mount Olive, joining in a journey toward greater love, understanding, and mutual respect.” 

Mount Olive Lutheran Church 
2830 18th Ave. NW 

Rochester, MN 55901 
507-288-1580         Website: molive.org 

Mount Olive Staff 

The Rev. Dr. Glenn Monson 
Teaching Pastor 
glenn@molive.org               Ext. 206 

The Rev. Lisa Janke 
Directing Pastor  
lisa@molive.org                   Ext. 205 

Deacon Travis Beck 
Director of Worship, Music, and Arts 
travis@molive.org               Ext. 203 

Evan Fitzsimmons 
Director of Children, Youth, & Family 
evan@molive.org                Ext. 207 

Dr. Richard Bruxvoort Colligan 
Director of Spiritual Formation 
richard@molive.org            Ext. 210 

Nancy Britson 
Director of Congregational Life 
nancy@molive.org      Ext. 202 

Terry Krieger 
Office Administrator 
terry@molive.org                 Ext. 204 

Carrie Fletcher–Director of Service and  
Social Outreach and Nursery Coord.   
carrie@molive.org               Ext. 209   

Renee Schaefer 
Sunday Fellowship Volunteer Coordinator 
renee@molive.org 

A Reconciling in  

Christ Community 

Bookmobile Stop at Mount Olive 
The Rochester Public Library Bookmobile stops in the Mount Olive parking lot every other Wednesday.  Recently, 

the time changed to 12:30-1:30 pm.  The next date is Wednesday, August 6, 12:30-1:30 pm.  They will stop every 

other Wednesday ongoing. At the Bookmobile, you can check out books, pick up holds, renew a book, and use your 

library card.  To request a new card, go to rplmn.org.  Schedule changes are posted online at rplmn.org 

Summer Community Concert at Bethel Lutheran 
You are invited to a FREE outdoor Concert In The Courtyard on Tuesday, July 29, 2025 at 7:00 pm at Bethel Lutheran 

Church, 810 3rd  Avenue SE.  This concert will feature “A Tribute To The Carpenters” with lead vocalist, Mary Lieser, 

several guest vocalists plus a full ensemble of musicians.  Bring your lawn chairs or blankets as we settle in for a  

memorable night of music and community.  In case of rain, the concert will  be moved inside.  FREE root beer floats 

will be served after the concert, courtesy of the Bethel Stewardship Team.  If you would like more information, please 

contact Jane Sheffield at  507-289-7792  

Support for Texas Flooding  
In the early hours of July 4, heavy rains caused cata-

strophic flash flooding that swept through the Texas hill country, devastating every-

thing in its path and resulting in over 130 deaths. Hundreds of families are in urgent 

need of basic supplies as they clean up, recover and navigate immense grief and 

loss. Lutheran World Relief is providing Quilts and Kits, distributing emergency food, 

water, tarps, clean up supplies and clothing to people whose homes were damaged 

or destroyed. To contribute, checks can be made out to Mount Olive with “Texas” on 

the memo line or you may use the "donate now" button on the church website.  

Church Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday 

 9:00 am-4:00 pm 

 Office Closed Fridays &  

Holidays 

Call the office at any time    

for pastoral emergencies or 

prayer requests; messages 

are sent to staff emails.  
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