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Mount Olive is a welcoming and inclusive congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA), serving our neighbors in Rochester, Minnesota. Our core identity is lived out in four ways:
Worship, Service, Education, and Fellowship.

Mount Olive’s Welcome Statement:

“We trust that God calls Mount Olive Lutheran Church to a ministry of reconciliation. We embrace as a
gift the diversity of our neighborhood and the world, and we extend God’s hospitality by welcoming,
hearing, and treasuring: All gender identities and sexual orientations, all races and ethnicities, all ages
and abilities, all economic statuses and education levels, all faith journeys and personal histories. As
Christ welcomes all, we too welcome the full inclusion of all people into the life, ministry, and sacraments
of Mount Olive, joining in a journey toward greater love, understanding, and mutual respect.”

WELCOME CENTER
Visitors, as you leave the Sanctuary, directly to the right on the corner, you’ll find a host who will wel-
come you and can answer questions you may have about Mount Olive. Please talk to an usher if you
would like a large print bulletin or if you need a hearing assistance device. Feel free to contact Nancy
Britson, Director of Congregational Life if you have further questions or are interested in membership
at Mount Olive.

CHILD CARE
Childcare for infants through 4 years old is available in the Mount Olive nursery, located at the end
of the front entry hall. Pagers are available for communication with parents.

COMMUNION
We celebrate Holy Communion each week. All are welcome to the Lord’s Supper. If you choose to
come forward, please cup your hands to receive a wafer. You are then invited to take a small cup of
red wine or white grape juice from the tray. Gluten free wafers are available upon request; please
verbally indicate your choice to the server. Leave your empty cup in the basket provided.

VIDEO RECORDING
Services are recorded and published on YouTube. Note that parishioners will not generally appear in
the recording unless seated in the front rows of the sanctuary. You can find the services at

www.youtube.com/MountOliveELCA.
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GATHERING

PRELUDE

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Please kneel as you are able.)
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure,
and whose love is endless.
C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.



P: God, our comforter,

C: like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our
apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to you for
help. Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen.

P: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in = Christ Jesus,
God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.
C: Amen.
GATHERING HYMN “Oh, Sing to the Lord” ELW #822

1 Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song.
Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song.
Oh, sing to the Lord, oh, sing God a new song.
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.

2 For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders.
For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders.
For God is the Lord, and God has done wonders.
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.

3 So dance for our God and blow all the trumpets.
So dance for our God and blow all the trumpets.
So dance for our God and blow all the trumpets,
Oh, sing to our God, oh, sing to our God.

“Oh, Sing to the Lord” Words © 1995 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Used by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727717. All rights re-
served.
APOSTOLIC GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C: And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE “This is the Feast” ELW pg. 169
Refrain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.

C: Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace with you. Give us a
share of your Spirit, and in all we do empower us to bear the name of Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

WORD
The 18th Sunday after Pentecost

FIRST READING Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 (NRSV)
“The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again, and said, “If
only we had meat to eat! "We remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt for nothing, the cu-
cumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; °but now our strength is dried up,
and there is nothing at all but this manna to look at.”

""Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the entrances of their
tents. Then the LORD became very angry, and Moses was displeased. "'So Moses said to the
LORD, “Why have you treated your servant so badly? Why have | not found favor in your sight,
that you lay the burden of all this people on me? “Did | conceive all this people? Did | give birth
to them, that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse carries a sucking
child, to the land that you promised on oath to their ancestors’? "“Where am | to get meat to
give to all this people? For they come weeping to me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!” ‘| am not
able to carry all this people alone, for they are too heavy for me. "If this is the way you are go-
ing to treat me, put me to death at once—if | have found favor in your sight—and do not let me
see my misery.”

'°So the LORD said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom you know
to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the tent of meeting, and
have them take their place there with you.”

“So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD; and he gathered seventy
elders of the people, and placed them all around the tent. “’Then the LORD came down in the
cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy
elders; and when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do so again.

*“Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the



spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent,
and so they prophesied in the camp. *’And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are
prophesying in the camp.” “’And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men,
said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” “’But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would
that all the LORD’s people were prophets, and that the LORD would put his spirit on them!”

L: Word of God, Word of life,
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please stand.) “Alleluia”
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GOSPEL (Please stand.) Mark 9:38-50 (NRSV)

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.
**John said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried
to stop him, because he was not following us.” *’But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who
does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. ““Whoever is not
against us is for us. “'For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you
bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward.

“?“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would
be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the
sea. “’If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to
have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. “”’And if your foot causes you to stum-
ble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell.
“’And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God
with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, ““where their worm never dies, and
the fire is never quenched.

““For everyone will be salted with fire. *°Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can
you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.



SERMON "The Wilderness: Then and Now" Pastor Glenn Monson

HYMN OF THE DAY (Please stand.) “Lord of Light” ELW #688

1 Lord of light, your name outshining 4 By the prayers of faithful watchers,

all the stars and suns of space, never silent day or night;

use our talents in your kingdom by the cross of Jesus, bringing

as the servants of your grace; peace to all and healing light;

use us to fulfill your purpose by the love that passes knowledge,

in the gift of Christ your Son: making all your children one: Refrain
Refrain

Father, as in highest heaven,
so on earth your will be done.

By the toil of faithful workers

in some far outlying field,

by the courage where the radiance

of the cross is still revealed,

by the victories of meekness,

through reproach and suff'ring won: Refrain

“Lord of Light” Words and music © 1942 Hope Publishing Company. Used by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727717. All rights reserved.

CONFESSION OF FAITH From the lona Abbey Worship Book

P: Let us affirm our faith:
C: We believe in God, Who conceived all that is created,

God, who fathers and mothers all people.

We believe in Jesus Christ God's firstborn and only Lord of the earth.

He came from both heaven and the womb of the virgin Mary; he lived in solidarity
with humankind, befriending, teaching, healing, and restoring; he was denied and
betrayed by his friends; and was done to death by the state.

He descended to the place of oblivion, rose to life again on the third day, and ascended

to heaven where he sits at God’s right hand.

This same Jesus will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, whose dynamic presence can make all things new.
And we believe in the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.



INTERCESSORY PRAYERS
L: Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in

need.

L: Lord, in your mercy,
C: Hear our prayer.

PEACE
L: The peace of Christ be with you always.

C: And also with you.
(Please share a sign of God'’s peace with one another.)

MEAL

Please be seated.

GATHERING OF GIFTS & OFFERINGS
The practice of making an offering during worship is an ancient one. Even before offerings were used for ministry needs

and personnel, offerings were given simply as an expression of gratitude to God. Today our offerings do both: they provide
needed funds for ministry and they are a way of expressing our gratitude to God for all the blessings we receive.

OFFERTORY "Malaguena" by Ernesto Lecuona Dennis Hier
OFFERTORY RESPONSE (Please stand.) “Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise” ELW #205
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OFFERING PRAYER

L: Let us pray:
C: God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from

the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering of our
lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: ltis right to give our thanks and praise.
P: Itisindeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places...
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

P: All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready. All are welcome here!

Please be seated.

All are welcome to the Lord’s Supper. If you choose to come forward, please cup your hands to receive a wafer.

You are then invited to take a small cup of red wine or white grape juice from the tray.
Gluten free wafers are available upon request; please verbally indicate your choice to the server.
Leave your empty cup in the basket provided.



AGNUS DEI “Lamb of God”
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COMMUNION HYMNS

“Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart”

1 Spirit of God, descend upon my heart;
wean it from earth, through all its pulses move;
stoop to my weakness, strength to me impart,
and make me love you as | ought to love.

no angel visitant, no op'ning skies;
but take the dimness of my soul away.

| ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies,
no sudden rending of the veil of clay,

3 Have you not bid me love you, God and King;
all, all your own, soul, heart, and strength, and mind?
| see your cross; there teach my heart to cling.
Oh, let me seek you and, oh, let me find!

4

one holy passion filling all my frame:
the baptism of the heav'n-descended dove,
my heart an altar, and your love the flame.

Teach me to love you as your angels love,

ELW #800



POST COMMUNION BLESSING (Please stand.)
P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C: Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a
feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to
the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

SENDING

BENEDICTION
P: People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The holy
Trinity, & one God, bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.

SENDING HYMN “Go, Make Disciples” ELW #540
"Go, make disciples,
baptizing them, teaching them.
Go, make disciples,
for I am with you till the end of time.
Go, be the salt of the earth.
Go, be the light for the world.
Go, be a city on a hill,
so all can see that you're serving me.
Go, make disciples."

“Go, Make Disciples.” Words & music © 1991 Changing Church, Inc. Used by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-727717. All rights reserved.

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Next Sunday’s Readings:

Genesis 2:18-24 Psalm 8 Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 | Mark 10:2-16
Created for You crown us with | God has spoken by Teaching on marriage
relationship glory and honor. a Son




Welcome, Worship Guests! 6

Thank you for joining us for worship today. You are always welcome. ount

You may also visit our website, www.molive.org, to learn about other Olive

Lutheran Church

ways you can be part of life at Mount Olive. You can sign up there to
receive our weekly email updates which contain information about upcoming events as
well as links to the weekly online services, newsletters, and lots more.

Congregational prayers for healing and comfort ...

+ Mount Olive members and friends who are ill, grieving, or recovering from surgery

¢ All Homebound Members

¢ Our companions in ministry in Kijota, Tanzania and Bogota, Colombia. May the Spirit of
God fill them with faith, hope, and joy, as they live out the good news and proclaim it to all.

+ People suffering with COVID-19 in the U.S. and abroad. Give strength to those who minis-
ter to them, and bring hope and healing to all.

¢ Our country as we learn to confront and stamp out the curse of racism in our land. Help us
to be one in mind and spirit as we go forward together.

+ People suffering from earthquake, fire, and flood in Haiti, Tennessee, and the western U.S.

¢ For the ELCA’s work through Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service, Lutheran World
Relief and Lutheran Disaster Response.

Worship Participants

Preaching Rev. Dr. Glenn Monson
Presiding Minister Rev. Luke Hollander
Organist/Pianist Travis Beck

Assisting Minister Donna Miller

Lector Tom Rigby

Greeter Sandy Dalquist

Ushers Tom Rigby, Curt Britson

Communion Assistant

Sandy Dalquist

Nursery

Carrie Fletcher

Welcome Desk

Nancy Britson

Altar Guild

Stephanie Pasch
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https://www.facebook.com/ELCALDR/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXoZJ2aZpZOU6PFYxD71_hPiJ-GgwUS_q48THHlI6Ypni49-f8jYzfNkdHyM8e3N2dK-vr3W_jXo2lX6ohGNMtf_nm7RnUUKueUS3Co00gM_1XSCeMN4MMXXjFUiN_AxBDkyhijBTp84j67a_elcAj0-RQN6HlPY40Bgqx6rpR2Lg&__tn__=kK-y-R

Check out the “Wall of Wonder!”

In celebration of Mount Olive’s 60th Anniversary, you are invited to help build the “Wall of
Wonder,” a timeline of Mount Olive’s history on display in the front entry. It is an oppor-
tunity for you to share your own perspective on the past 60 years and help us look toward
the future with a greater understanding of where we have been. Instructions are posted in
the entry. We'll have a time to reflect on the findings later this fall, watch for more infor-
mation in coming newsletters. For more information, contact Travis Beck.

Join the Mount Olive Choir

The Mount Olive Choir has resumed meeting in-person for practices this fall. We meet each
Wednesday, 7:30-8:30 pm in the sanctuary. Anyone interested in joining choir this year is
welcome to attend. Choir members should be vaccinated and masks will be worn in accord-
ance with current public health guidelines. Contact Travis Beck with any questions-
travis@molive.org

Held in the Seasons: Ordinary time after Pentecost
The autumnal equinox happened this week, so we are officially in
fall. As we roll through the last two months of Ordinary Time after
Pentecost, there'll be a chill in the air, combines in the fields, and
frost on your windshield. The Day of Pentecost with its glimpses of
fire and sound of rushing wind seems a long ways back. In the final
stretch of the church's Green season, how is your heart? What do

you notice when you are quiet and still?

New Photo Directory

We're working on a new Mount Olive photo directory. All members are asked to help by
submitting updated photos and contact information. If you are attending in-person services,
please complete the form provided by the greeters and return it to the box on the Wel-
come Desk. Forms are accessible on the church website also. If you’d like us to take a photo,
we’ll be taking them at church on Sept. 26. You may submit an updated family/individual
snapshot to Nancy Britson in the church office, nancy@molive.org. Contact Nancy with any
updates to your address, email, or phone numbers as well. We'll distribute the new directo-
ries on Anniversary Celebration Weekend, October 31. Thanks for your help!



mailto:travis@molive.org
mailto:nancy@molive.org

Sunday School

Each Sunday, we’ll have outdoor Sunday School for ages 0-18. Come to check in around
10:30 am. WEe’ll sing songs, share Bible stories and skits, and do fun activities together. For
any questions about Sunday School, please contact Pastor Luke- luke@molive.org.

New Olive Branch Outreach .

Olive Branch is preparing some “old school” ="' % O | |V e B rO N G h
paper flyers to spread the word about what we’re up to —and we need your help. In the
coming weeks, we'll be noticing homes in Rochester that have RIDE flags, LGBTQIA+ cele-
bration signs or Black Lives Matter signs in their yards. Why? Because anti-racism and ex-
plicit celebration of LGBTQIA+ folx are foundational for Olive Branch. In early October, we'll
be delivering a paper flyer to these homes, thanking them for their signs that are helping
Rochester feel safe, along with an invitation to explore our upcoming events. We're excited
about connecting with people who share our values! If you'd like to help, send us street ad-
dresses in your neighborhood where we should drop off a flyer to Lisa at lisa@molive.org.

Lutheran Personal Care Kit Collection
World It’s not too late to pick up a Personal Care Kit card at the Lutheran
Relief World Relief table in the church entry. The personal care items
collected will help our neighbors around the world that have been
affected by disasters. Lightweight Dark colored Bath towels and 4 oz. Bars of soap are most
needed of all the items. Return kit items to the LWR bin before October 3rd . The kits will
be assembled on the Sunday School day of service on October 10.

Family Promise Update

Family Promise continues to use Sign-Up Genius to Fa m | |yP ro m Ise

gather volunteers for providing meals. Please be
of Rochester

aware that Family Promise cannot share information

about vaccination status of staff and guests, so if you choose to deliver the meal in person,

mask wearing is strongly encouraged. For no contact delivery, there is a blue bin right in the

front entry way where you can put the food around 6:00 pm. Here is the link for the meal

sign-up: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4fadaa22a3f94-prepare.
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New Member Coffee and Reception

If you have been at in-person worship either in the sanctuary or at Tailgate worship, you
might have noticed some new faces since the pandemic first struck. The fact is, we have a
good number of new people joining us each week, both online and in-person. On Sunday,
October 10 at 10:00 am, all regular visitors, those interested in membership, and any cur-
rent members in attendance are invited to the Fellowship Hall for coffee and treats and an
informational session about the ministry of Mount Olive. On Sunday, October 17, all inter-
ested households will be received into membership during worship services. If you would
like to be included in membership, but cannot attend one or both of these events, please
let Director of Congregational Life, Nancy Britson know (nancy@molive.org), and she will

contact you. Welcome, new members!

\l, Fall Worship Volunteers Needed

va#aﬁ Worship volunteers are needed for the 9:00 am Sunday services. We're looking
| ?g“'d for greeters, ushers, communion assistants, lectors and assisting ministers. At

L u? O gl

” this time, we’re asking that all volunteers are vaccinated. Sign up at the Wel-

come Desk today, or click here: www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0449a5a92aalfb6-mountl.
Contact Nancy Britson, with questions—nancy@molive.org or 507-288-1580 ext. 202.

This Week at Mount Olive

Sunday, September 26 7:00p - Confirmation Saturday, October 2
9:00a - Worship 7:30p - Genesis Bible Study 8:30a - Men’s Discipleship
10:00a - Coffee Fellowship Online 8:30a - How Al-Anon Works
10:10a - Sunday Forum 7:30p - Mount Olive Choir 9:00a - Altar Guild Set-Up
10:30a - Sunday School Thursday, September 30
11:00a - Tailgate Worship 9:00a - Mount Olive Quilters Su;gg!-?/f/::,?:rﬁgs
Monday, September 27 10:30a - Genesis Bible Study 10:00a - Coffee Fellowship
12:00p - Newsletter Deadline 7:00p - “In the Process” Al-Anon  10:10a - Sunday Forum
6:30p - Scout Planning Meeting ~ 7:15p - Glory Bells 10:30a - Sunday School
Tuesday, September 28 8:15p - Mount Olive Brass 11:00a - Tailgate Worship
9:30a - Staff Meeting Friday, October 1 1:00p - Confirmation Retreat
10:00a - Ruth Circle 6:00p - Serve at Dorothy Day
1:00p - Naomi Circle et
3:30p - Families First School Year Church Office Hours: I
Wednesday, September 29 I Monday-Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm

11:00a - Bolder Options
3:30p - Families First
6:30p - Wednesday Worship
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A Generous Life FA
L . . . GENEROUS
Today marks the beginning of our Stewardship Season, in which we ;,'fme

will highlight the important part giving plays in our spiritual life. To

that end we are making available for each household A Generous Life;
28 Days of Devotion, a source of reflection for this season. We
encourage you to pick up your copy today at the table in the entry
and begin spending time each day for the next four weeks mediating

HNOILOAZG 40 SAVA 8T

on the spiritual gifts of giving. Stewardship Sunday is October 24.

' On October 3 we will celebrate The Blessing of the
”)7* " Animals during our Tailgate Worship in honor of the

- Feast of St. Francis of Assisi. Bring your dog, cat, pig,
4

ol

SUNDAY, OCT. 3, 11-NOON

BLESSING OF

o ———

a4

hamster, goat, snake (you get the idea) to the parking
| ¥ lot at 11:00 am. Toward the end of the service we will
““% bless your beloved animals.

THE ANIMALS -

Sunday Forums Feature “Love Them First”

We will gather for Sunday Forum in the Fellowship Hall at 10:10 am and hear from present-
ers of all kinds, some known to us, some new to us. We invite all adults and teens to join in
the learning and fellowship each week. September 26 and October 3, we will be continue to
watch and discuss the powerful documentary about Lucy Laney Elementary School in North
Minneapolis, a place where the kids say, “l choose hope.” Come and be filled with hope!

MOUNT OLIVE STAFF

Rev. Dr. Glenn Monson Senior Pastor glenn@molive.org
Rev. Lisa Janke Associate Pastor of Outreach lisa@molive.org
Rev. Luke Hollander Associate Pastor of Children, Youth, and Family luke@molive.org
Deacon Travis Beck Director of Worship, Music, and Arts travis@molive.org
Richard Bruxvoort-Colligan  Cantor of Olive Branch richard@molive.org
Bill Hollander Congregational Administrator bill.h@molive.org
Nancy Britson Director of Congregational Life nancy@molive.org
Carrie Fletcher Director of Service and Social Outreach carrie@molive.org
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