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“Compelled by God’s Love” to Give
Our theme this year is “Compelled by God’s Love.” The inspiration for this theme has been 1 John 4:19: “We love
because God first loved us.” As we reflect on this theme, we hope to deepen our walk with Christ in each of our four
“pillars”: Worship, Service, Education, and Fellowship. We believe we are compelled by God’s love to worship, to
serve, to learn, and to live in community.
This theme could also be our Stewardship theme for this fall. We are blessed beyond measure at Mount Olive with
abundant resources for our own needs. With that in mind, we are compelled by God’s love to now concentrate on
extending our ministry beyond our walls. This fall, as you reflect on how God’s love is compelling you to give beyond
our walls, we invite you to consider how increasing our mission giving by $25,000 could accomplish the following:
 $10,000 would enable us to 1) grant scholarships to students at Lutheran schools; 2) support pastors studying at
the School of Theology in Bogota; 3) give monthly support to our missionaries in Colombia, Curtis and Katie Kline;
and 4) give generous general support to the overall education ministry of the Lutheran Church of Colombia.
 $3,000 would enable us to support our newest neighborhood ministry partner, Gage East Empowerment Center,
as they seek to provide housing and social services to those families experiencing chronic homelessness in
Rochester.
 $2,000 would provide support to the new youth outreach center, The Refuge, through Next
Chapter Ministries, our ministry partner serving persons impacted by crime.
 $10,000 would enable us to increase our mission support to the ELCA, through which we are
supporting the global ministries of the church. This would put us on the path of being, once
again, one of the leading mission congregations in our region.
Is God’s love compelling us to these new ventures? We believe it is. Please pray about how
God’s love is compelling you to join in this outreach beyond our walls. Stewardship Weekend is
October 14-15. On that weekend you will be asked to make your intentions known as we go
forward together.
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New Member Orientation

Let’s Hear it for Pastor Paul!

If you are interested in membership at Mount
Olive, or are considering, but are not sure yet, you
are invited to join us for an orientation on Sunday,
October 8th.at 9:00 a.m. in the Library. This is a
chance to meet the staff, ministry team leaders,
and other members of Mount Olive. In addition,
you can learn more about all of the different ministries at Mount Olive and what it means to be a
member. Those who decide to join will be received as a part of a worship service the following
weekend, October 14/15. If you have decided that
you’d like to join, contact Nancy Britson, Director
of Congregational Life in the church office. Call
288-1580 ext. 202 or email nancy@molive.org.

As of the end of September, Pastor Paul Moody
has completed five years as Associate Pastor at
Mount Olive. Let’s hear it for Pastor Paul! His
gifted and creative leadership, in many areas, is
much appreciated. Congratulations on your milestone, Pastor Paul!

Good Earth Village Gala
On Thursday, October 12 at 5:30 pm, the 4th Annual Good Earth Village Gala will be held at the Rochester Country Club. Dinner, music, silent and live
auctions will be part of the evening’s activities,
with all support going to further the ministry of
Good Earth Village, our regional Lutheran outdoor
ministry in Spring Valley. This outstanding ministry
trains leaders, supports youth development, and
provides retreats and ongoing learning events for
all ages. Tickets for the gala are $85/person. For
more information go to goodearthvillage.org/gala.
th

8 Annual Journey of Peace –
Weaving Compassion

On Sunday, October 22 at 2:00 pm, at Assisi
Heights, the 8th Annual Journey of Peace will be
held. This event brings together diverse peoples
from many faith communities and cultures for the
purpose of weaving healing and peace in our fractured world. This year’s theme is “Weaving Compassion.” We will share stories and hear speakers
tell about how giving and receiving compassion is
transforming our world. No reservation required,
free will donation accepted.

Reformation Anniversary
Celebrations in our Synod

On Sunday, October 29th at 3:00 pm at Christ Lutheran Church in Preston, Dr. Wanda Deifelt, professor of religion at Luther College, will be the
keynote speaker at a celebration of the Reformation. The day will include worship, conversation, and a feast from Katie’s Table, including the
fruits of the field, the orchard, farm, and even the
brew house! All are invited.
On Monday, October 30 at 7:00 pm at Bethel Lutheran Church, Rochester, will be an Ecumenical
Commemoration of the Reformation. This event
commemorates the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation by recognizing our sisters and brothers in Christ who walk with us in the ongoing work
of reformation. The public is invited.

Save the Date!
SE Minnesota Synod Hymn Festival
November 12 at 4 pm at Zumbro Lutheran Church

Miriam Hanson Scholarship Goal Exceeded!
Thank you, thank you, to everyone who contributed to Miriam Hanson’s scholarship fund. Our goal is to
raise $5000 each year that Miriam is in seminary, and then match that with funds from the Mary and Keith
Beaver Scholarship Fund and give Miriam a gift of $10,000 each year. As of the end of September we have
received gifts totaling $6160.10! This is outstanding, thank you so much for your support.
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Memorial Bench Given

Volunteer Update
Schedules for October Worship Volunteers and Sunday coffee and cookie fellowship have been distributed to all volunteers. There are still several openings for volunteers on both schedules. Is there a time that
you could serve? At Mount Olive, volunteers select their service opportunities, time and date, via the
online scheduling program, Sign Up Genius. If you would like to receive an invitation to Sign Up Genius or
have any questions about volunteering at Mount Olive, please contact Nancy Britson, Director of Congregational Life. The current schedules are updated regularly and posted on the Mount Olive website,
www.molive.org, under the “Service” tab.

Healing Service - October 28-29
Since the last weekend of October is a fifth weekend of the month, we will be offering anointing for healing at each service during the distribution of Holy Communion. All are encouraged to come to the rail following receiving communion and receive a word of blessing and anointing for healing.

Welcome To Communion Class
People of all ages (yes, even small children!) are welcome to join the whole church at the Communion table. Pastor Paul will lead an intergenerational session called Welcome to Communion: An Introduction to
the Sacrament for those who want to learn more about the sacrament on Sunday, October 22 at 11:45
am. Both young and old are welcome. Sign up in the Gathering Area.

Music News
The Mount Olive music groups, under the direction of Travis Beck, have begun to meet for rehearsals this
fall. More participants are always welcome! Please feel free to join in at a rehearsal, noting the details below or contact Travis about how you can be involved with vocal or instrumental music at Mount Olive.
Email Travis, travis@molive.org or call him in the church office – 288-1580 ext. 203.

Mount Olive Choir
Singers who are high school age and older are invited to join the choir. You do not need to be able to read
music to participate! Rehearsals are every Wednesday evening from 7:30-9:00 pm. The choir provides music roughly twice a month at Sunday morning worship.

Mount Olive Brass
The Mount Olive Brass ensemble accompanies hymns and provides musical offerings throughout the year,
especially on festival Sundays. Rehearsals are every Thursday from 8:30-9:30 pm in the music room.

Glory Bells
The handbell choir, Glory Bells, accompanies hymns and provides musical offerings about once a month on
Sunday mornings. Rehearsals are every Thursday from 7:30-8:30 pm in the music room.

Worship

Ramona Purnell and friend Larry Larsen have given a lovely memorial bench to Mount Olive Lutheran
Church. It has been installed on the cement off the outside southwest wall of the Sanctuary as a place
where people may come to pray and meditate. Its location puts a person
close to the columbarium installed beneath the communion table in the
Sanctuary, which may be meaningful to people who have loved ones
interred there. Thank you, Ramona and Larry.

Service
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God’s Work. Our Hands. 2017- Service Accomplished!
God’s work. Our hands. Sunday, Sept. 10 was an exciting sea of gold shirts at
Mount Olive, with members aged 18 months to 80+, organized to accomplish 16 different projects. By 2:00 pm, we had accomplished the following:
 23 colored and created 4 creation baby quilts to be donated to tiny
patients at Rochester Methodist Hospital.


25 created 30+ cards for fire fighters and EMTs.



8 harvested 36 pounds of produce from the Mount Olive Garden.



17 made 300 turkey and cheese sandwiches for Love One Another in the Twin
Cities.



25 rolled 247 cloth bandages for Global Health Ministries.



12 quilters tied 10 quilts for NAMI SE MN.



10 knitted 40+ hats for local schools and children in
Colombia.



16 assembled 15 care kits for Next Chapter Ministries.



16 assembled 30+ baggies for the homeless to be distributed through the local Salvation Army.



31 cut and tied 22 twin size fleece blankets (in 2 hours!) to
be distributed through the local Salvation Army.



11 tore down & constructed walls, sanded floors, installed lights, etc. at the
Next Chapter Ministries new Youth Center.



13 weeded and bagged 12 yard bags full of weeds at the Family Promise Day
Center.



14 sang and played piano at The Homestead.



31 baked and/or delivered cupcakes, drinks and thank you notes to the 5 local
Fire Stations and 1 Gold Cross Station



Advocacy letters were written on issues of child hunger, the
environment, international aid, and migration to be sent to
Washington, D.C.



13 prepared and served lunch for 140 hungry volunteers.



Thrivent donated $250 to seven of these projects for a total
of $1750.00! Thank you Thrivent! In addition, $235 was donated from the Darrell Sanden memorial fund to purchase
fleece.

Thank you to everyone who came to serve! As one volunteer put
it, “participating in this event was very fulfilling and rewarding”.
Special thanks goes to the planning committee; SueAnn Collinge, Warren Kemplin, Serena Oudekirk, Linda Schueler, Peg
Whitley, and Steve Will. A selection of events are pictured,
please visit the Mount Olive Facebook pagewww.facebook.com/pg/MountOliveRochester/photos and
the bulletin board near the library at church to see all of the
photos from this wonderful event!
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October Service Sunday

Lutheran World Relief Personal Care Kits
In October we will be collecting items for Personal Care Kits to help our neighbors around the world.
Lutheran World Relief’s supply of Personal Care Kits remains critically low as requests for assistance across
the world increase. These kits contain basic hygiene supplies that help reduce the spread of germs and disease. They are sent around the world to people dealing with the effects of war, disaster and poverty. Personal Care Kits not only send a tangible message of God’s love amidst suffering, they also save lives by helping families stay healthy in difficult living conditions. If you are willing to donate to help others around the
world the following items are needed to complete a kit: 1 lighter weight bath size towel (approximately
52” x 27”), 2 bath size bars (4-5 oz.) of soap, 1 adult size toothbrush, 1 sturdy comb, 1 metal nail clippers.
You may drop off items in the Gathering area in the Lutheran World Relief box anytime in October.

Food for Friends – The John Adams Backpack Program
Once again this year, Mount Olive, Channel One, and John Adams Middle School have partnered to get nutritious food to students at John Adams. Drivers and packers are needed to make this program work. Each
task only requires 15-30 minutes of your time. There is no other program where you can make such an important and appreciated impact on a child’s life in 15 minutes. We often hear from the kids about how this
simple act benefits them. The schedule is always posted on the Volunteer Sign-up Table in the Gathering
Area. Select the date/time you will perform one or more of these tasks. Contact Warren Kemplin at 2544932 or Mark Schultz at 254-4164 with questions or to arrange substitutes as needed.

Monthly Service Opportunities
Regularly scheduled opportunities that Mount Olive members participate in include:
 Serving Meals at the Dorothy Day Hospitality House

1st Friday of the month

 Construction on the current Habitat for Humanity Project
 Distributing food for Community Food Response (CFR)

2nd Saturday of the month
3rd Monday afternoon of the month

See the sign up schedules for the above ministries on the Gathering Area cabinet.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Tuesday, October 10 at 9:00 am
All knitters and crocheters are invited to attend our meeting on
October 10. Yarn, needles, treats, and guidance are provided. If
you know of someone who is in a difficult time of transition or has
experienced loss or illness, they might enjoy a prayer shawl. To
request a shawl, contact Peg Whitley pmwhitley@charter.net, or
call the church office at 288-1580.

Mount Olive Quilters
Thursdays at 9:00 am
You are invited each week to
enjoy quilting and fellowship.
No quilting or sewing
experience needed!

Service

October marks the beginning of the Second Sunday of Service opportunities that occur 6 times during the
program year. Even the youngest students learn about serving others in Jesus’ name. On Sunday, October
8, the project will be putting together Blizzard Boxes; boxes of emergency food supplies for seniors, a program sponsored by Lutheran Social Services. Anyone can participate, come to the Gathering Area during
the Education Hour beginning at 9:15 am.

Education
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Pub Theology
Do you enjoy thinking about faith, life, and what it means
to be a follower of Jesus in our world today? Do you enjoy
beer or craft sodas? Do you like to gather with others for
stimulating conversation and being opened to new ideas?
If any of these sound like you, come join us Monday nights
for Pub Theology, led by Pastor Paul. Our new location this
fall is the Hy-Vee Market Grill at the 37th Street Hy-Vee.
Topics are always sent out a day ahead of time and can be
found at rochesterpublictheology.wordpress.com. Come
and join as you’re able. See you at the pub!

Faith Seeking Understanding (FSU)
Faith Seeking Understanding reads and shares conversations about a variety of books and videos on theology, spirituality, social justice, and Christianity and our changing church. FSU meets on the first Tuesday of
the month at 6:30 pm. October 3 will feature Freedom of A Christian-Martin Luther, Discipleship-Dietrich
Bonhoeffer (excerpt) and Radical Lutherans/Lutheran Radicals-Jason A. Mahn All are welcome. Meet in
the Mount Olive library. If you have any questions, please contact Kailea Mattheis, Director of Children,
Youth, and Family at kailea@molive.org or 507-288-1580 ext. 207.

Sunday Forum
Sundays at 9:15 am, we gather in the Fellowship Hall to hear from presenters who invite us to consider a
wide variety of topics that will deepen and inspire our witness as Christ’s disciples. In October, the following presenters are scheduled:
October 1 – Inclusive Church Task Force, Continuing the Conversation
8 – Service Sunday, all are invited to participate in a service activity
15 - Stewardship Team, Compelled by God’s Love to Give
22 – Steve Will, the Lutheran Reformation
29 – no Forum (Confirmation Sunday reception)

Men’s Discipleship
The Men’s Discipleship group will resume their weekly meetings on Saturday, October 14 at 8:30 am with a
study of Galatians. This group, welcome to all men of the congregation, meets every Saturday morning
during the program year for Bible study, discussion, and fellowship. Everyone is welcome. Contact Mark
Masbruch for more info. - masbruch@hotmail.com

Women’s Bible Study groups are off to a great start this fall! There are six groups that meet monthly for
Bible Study and fellowship. These are not your Grandma’s sewing circles, just great groups of friends, old
and new, getting together to support each other in their walk of faith! If you are interested in joining a
circle, contact Denise Foy, Mount Olive Women of the Elca President at denise_foy@hotmail.com.
Note: All Women of the ELCA circle study leaders, please attend the monthly leader preparation meeting
led by Pastor Glenn on the first Tuesday of the month. This month’s meeting is October 3 in the front
conference room at 5:30-6:30 pm. Bring your study book.

Rally Sunday
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Thank you all for a wonderful Rally Sunday! It was so great to see all the children and families having a
good time out on the church lawn with all the different activities. Everyone seemed to have an amazing
time. We hope the same excitement carries throughout the year!

Education

Reformation Festival!
On Saturday, October 28 we will be celebrating the 500th anniversary of the Reformation with a festival.
Beginning at 2:30 pm, enjoy German foods, root beer, some reformation themed games, and much
more. Please join us for some fun as we celebrate our Lutheran heritage. This event will be a fundraiser
for our youth trips in the summer of 2018.

Affirmation of Baptism– Sunday, October 29
Celebrate with our youth as they affirm their baptism at the 8:00 am (8th & 9th Graders) and 10:30 am
(10th Graders) services. A reception for all confirmands will be held between services in the Fellowship
Hall. Posters with the students faith statements and pictures will be posted in the windows in the church
entry. Please join us to support these students:
Megan Anderson, Lydia Bergerson, Katie Coenen, Maiah Coil, Joey Determan, Greta
Freed, Caleb Harris, Eli Klavetter, Parker Klavetter, Joey Krieger, Andrew Langemo,
Grace Larson, Annika Natzke, Josie Nichols, Matthew Olson, Sonja Pierson, Thomas
Schad, Allison Smith, and Christian Swenson.

Metamorphosis Intergenerational Wednesdays
Come and gather on Wednesdays this fall for Metamorphosis as we explore how God’s story meets and
changes our story as God’s people. Each week, dinner will be available beginning at 5:30 pm, with table
discussions and worship beginning at 6:00 pm. Program materials will be provided as needed. All are welcome — no prior
experience needed! Find us by searching “mometamorphosis”
(on Facebook and Instagram) and and @meta_molive
(on Twitter).
Note that there will be no Metamorphosis or meal
on October 18 due to MEA break.

Fellowship
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Ripe Olives
Ripe Olives, the group for Mount Olive’s seniors meets again on Friday, October 13
at 9:30 am. Breakfast is provided with a freewill donation. The program for October is a Rick Steves travel video, Luther and the Reformation. Rick visits key sites
relating to the Reformation (including Erfurt, Wittenberg, and Rome) and explores
the complicated political world of 16th-century Europe. Discussion will follow as
time allows. Everyone is welcome to attend, sign up at the Gathering Area table.
Contact Nancy Britson, Director of Congregational Life, with questions 288-1580
ext. 202 or nancy@molive.org.

Monday Book Group
The Monday Book Group gathers again on October 9 at 6:30 pm in the library to continue their year long
journey through a wide variety of literature including classics, fiction, poetry, humor, memoirs, history,
mystery, Minnesota authors, and youth inspired works.
The October selection is Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a Family and Culture in Crisis. This
book by J.D. Vance gives a probing look at the struggles of America’s white working class
through the author’s own story of growing up in a poor Rust Belt town. A deeply moving
memoir, with its share of humor and vividly colorful figures, Hillbilly Elegy is the story of
how upward mobility really feels. Contact Jodi Schoer for more information, mjschoer@charter.net or 288-1951.

Adventure Club
The Mount Olive Adventure Club is a diverse and dynamic group that explores a wide array of
activities, everything from concerts to campouts and bike rides to hockey games. The next Adventure Club
outing is a trip to Northwoods Apple Orchard. We will meet at church on Sunday, October 8 at 2:30
pm and arrive at the orchard by 3:00 pm. You may also meet us at the orchard, which is located at 8018
75th Ave. NW in Oronoco, MN. Activities include: wagon rides, animals to pet, apples, donuts and pumpkins for sale, a corn maze and more! Sign up in the Gathering Area. Members, visitors, and friends are all
welcome!

Fellowship Tables
Once again, this year there will be three options for Fellowship Tables. These groups meet in homes, restaurants, or in the Fellowship Hall at church for a meal. These groups are all a great way to branch out,
meet new people, and bond with long-time friends without a huge time commitment.
Restaurant and Home Fellowship Tables are formed for one program year and are open to adult couples
and singles. Please indicate your preference for one of these groups on your registration form which is
available in the Gathering Area and return by October 22. Each group will have a volunteer organize their
first meeting. Following the first meeting, the group sets its own schedule for the remainder of the year.
The Family Fellowship Table meets in the Fellowship Hall at Mount Olive for a pot-luck meal a few times a year. Some families choose to get
together on their own as well. The first meal is set for Saturday, November 4 at 6:00 pm. Each family brings a dish to share; paper products, tableware, and beverages will be provided. Sign up in the Gathering Area. Direct any questions to Nancy Britson (nancy@molive.org).

Inclusive Church Taskforce Update
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The Inclusive Church Task Force wants to thank everyone for their attendance at the three summer brunches and let you know that the awesome dialogue that was started will continue for the rest of 2017 and into
2018. Upcoming opportunities include the Adult Forum on October 1. Ryan from Reconciling Works will
lead a discussion that introduces, in a more comprehensive manner, what Reconciling in Christ means and
what our next steps are. On Saturday, November 18 at 6:15 pm, we will have pizza available and show the
movie For the Bible Tells Me So with discussion afterwards.
Early in 2018 we hope to have three more Adult Forums with the topics including: LGBTQ 101, a theological
discussion, and an open questions and answer forum. We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at these events. You are invited to review the resources listed above and to ask any questions you may
have. Please come and listen and share your perspectives on this important work. At this time, the core
team members, who are all available for your questions, are:
Elmer Odland

David Johnston

Paula Freitag

Jake Johnson

Tom Rigby

Mickaela Pasch

Becky Lashinski

Randi Beyerl

Pastor Paul Moody

Volleyball
The church volleyball league starts soon. More players are needed to round out
the team this year. Anyone ages high school and up is welcome. Please sign up
in the Gathering Area; you will be contacted once the schedule is set. Games
are played on Tuesday evenings at Zumbro Lutheran Church or at the National
Volleyball Center and last 45 minutes. Gina Rislow is the team captain this year.
Contact Gina with any questions - rislow29@gmail.com.

Wednesday Night Meals
On Wednesdays, October 4, 11, and 25, (as well as Nov. 1, 8, and 15) come to the Fellowship Hall for a
hot meal at 5:30 pm. Meals are open for everyone! In addition to the main entrées, a lettuce salad with
toppings, peanut butter and jelly sandwiches, cookies, and applesauce/fruit cups are available. Please
sign up in the gathering area if you are able to help with preparing or serving the meals. There is a suggested of donation of $3 per person. If you know of someone who is in need of a meal, and you are willing to deliver, take-out is available. Contact Nancy Britson with any questions - nancy@molive.org.

Fellowship

The Inclusive Church Taskforce has been facilitating congregational conversations about how we communicate, strengthening our relationships with one another, and working to celebrate one another as
whole people. Our hope is that this process will be helpful for this conversation, our lives together as a
community of Christ, and our ongoing work for justice. Specifically, we hope to work together through
the Reconciling in Christ process to extend an authentic welcome to people who are lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ). The framework for this process comes from the ELCA Reconciling
Works website: http://www.reconcilingworks.org and is called Building an Inclusive Church: http://
www.welcomingresources.org/welcomingtoolkit-preview.pdf

Fair Trade Coffee

Reformation: Celebrating 500 Years

Stop by the Fair Trade Coffee display in the Gathering Area to check out the varieties of ground and
whole bean coffee and tea available for purchase. You
can also sign up to sponsor the coffee on an upcoming Sunday. For $15 you can help offset the cost of
the coffee served during fellowship time and celebrate
an occasion such as a birthday, anniversary, or the
memory of a loved one.

You are invited to a special movie/discussion event
sponsored by Thrivent Financial. On Thursday, October
26, Martin Luther: The Idea that Changed the World,
will be shown at Bethel Lutheran in Rochester. Here are
two showings, 1:00 pm and 6:00 pm, each followed by a
discussion time led by local pastors. The event is free of
charge, but an RSVP is required. Your complimentary
tickets can be reserved at: https://www.eventbrite.com/
e/martin-luther-the-idea-that-changed-the-worldtickets-38059900186?aff=ehomecard

Spiritual Care

Altar Flowers

Mount Olive has a Prayer Chain, coordinated by Kim
Ignatius. If you have a prayer request and would like
the prayer chain to be in prayer for you or someone
you love, please contact Kim at: 507-271-6087 or ignatius.kimberlie@charter.net.

You may sign up to provide the flowers that brighten the
sanctuary each week. Place orders for birthdays, anniversaries, baptismal birthdays, births, or in memory of
loved ones. Sign up in the Gathering Area, fill out an envelope and
include payment. Place orders at
least one week in advance. Bouquets are $30
and bud vases range from
$7.50-$13.50.

Please contact the church staff if you have any prayer concerns:




Pastor Glenn: glenn@molive.org
Pastor Paul: paul@molive.org
Church office: 507-288-1580

Mount Olive Lutheran Church
2830 18th Ave. NW
Rochester, MN 55901
Office Hours: 9:00AM-4:00PM Mon.-Thurs.
9:00AM-noon Fri.
507-288-1580
Website: molive.org

Mount Olive Staff
The Rev. Dr. Glenn Monson
Senior Pastor
glenn@molive.org
Ext. 206

The Rev. Paul Moody
Associate Pastor
paul@molive.org

Kailea Mattheis
Director of Children, Youth, and Family
kailea@molive.org
Ext.207

Bill Hollander
Congregational Administrator
bill@molive.org
Ext. 204

Nancy Britson
Director of Congregational Life
nancy@molive.org
Ext. 202

Carrie Fletcher–Administrative Assistant
and Nursery Coordinator
carrie@molive.org
Ext. 209

Sherry Will
Director of Missions and Service
sherry@molive.org
Ext. 210

Tina Coil–Nursery Assistant

Ext. 205

Travis Beck
Director of Worship, Music, and Arts
travis@molive.org
Ext. 203

