
 
 
The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Sunday, March 29, 2020 
 

office@molive.org 
www.molive.org 
(507) 288-1580 

2830 18th Avenue NW 
Rochester, Minnesota 

55901 

 Mount Olive Lutheran Church 

A Reconciling in  
Christ Community 



 

Mount Olive is a welcoming and inclusive congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA), serving our neighbors in Rochester, Minnesota.  

Our core identity is lived out in four ways: 
 Worship, Service, Education, and Fellowship. 

 
 Mount Olive’s Welcome Statement:     

“We trust that God calls Mount Olive Lutheran Church to a ministry of reconciliation.  
We embrace as a gift the diversity of our neighborhood and the world, and we extend God’s   

hospitality by welcoming, hearing, and treasuring: All gender identities and sexual orientations,  
all races and ethnicities, all ages and abilities, all economic statuses and education levels,   
all faith journeys and personal histories. As Christ welcomes all, we too welcome the full  

inclusion of all people into the life, ministry, and sacraments of Mount Olive, joining in a journey 
toward greater love, understanding, and mutual respect.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

     GATHERING 

 
 
 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Confession and Forgiveness  
 P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is present, who gives life, who calls into 

  existence the things that do not exist.  Amen. 
 

 P: If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? Yet with you is 
  forgiveness, and so we confess. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

 P: Gracious God, 
 C: Have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned away from you, knowingly and  
  unknowingly. We have wandered from your resurrection life. We have strayed from  
  your love for all people. Turn us back to you, O God. Give us new hearts and right  
  spirits, that we may find what is pleasing to you and dwell in your house forever. Amen.  
 

 P: Receive good news: God turns to you in love. “I will put my spirit in you, and you shall 

   live,” says our God. All your sin is forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, who is the free  

   and abounding gift of God’s grace for you. 
 C: Amen 
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Gathering Hymn  “Christ, the Life of All the Living”   ELW #339 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Apostolic Greeting 
 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 C: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 P:  Let us pray.  
 C:   Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe 
  upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve 
  you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
  and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
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Special Music “There is a Balm in Gilead” Pastor Glenn Monson 
   trombone             
 

  WORD 
   Fifth Sunday in Lent 
First Reading  Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 L: Word of God, Word of Life. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel  John 11:1-45  
 P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint John.  
 C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

  

1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 
2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; 
her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love 
is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for 
God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, though Jesus 
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed 
two days longer in the place where he was. 
 

  7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The disciples said to 
him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?”  
9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do 
not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, 
because the light is not in them.” 11After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has 
fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he 
has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, 
but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, 
“Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us 
go to him.” 16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, 
that we may die with him.” 
 

  17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 
18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the Jews had come 
to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus 
was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, 
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that 
God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
24Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.”   
25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though 
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they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 
this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the 
one coming into the world.” 
 

  28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her pri-
vately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when she heard it, she got up 
quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the 
place where Martha had met him. 31The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling 
her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she 
was going to the tomb to weep there. 32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, 
she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weep-
ing, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, “Where have you laid 
him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, 
“See how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of 
the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
 

  38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was 
lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, 
said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus 
said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41So 
they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for hav-
ing heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the 
crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said this, 
he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and 
feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, 
“Unbind him, and let him go.” 
 

  45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, 
believed in him. 
 

 

 P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
 C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

Sermon    Intern Pastor Luke Hollander 
 
 

   A moment of silence follows the sermon.   
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Hymn of the Day  “Jesus is a Rock in a Weary Land” ELW #333 
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Prayers of Intercession   
 L: Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the world, 
  and all who are in need. 
 

 L:   Hear us, O God.  
 C:  Your mercy is great. 
 

Peace 
 P:   The peace of Christ be with you always. 
 C: And also with you. (Please share words of God’s peace with one another.) 

 

MEAL 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 L:   Let us pray: 
 C: Merciful God, we do not presume to come to your table trusting in our own righteous 
  ness, but in your abundant mercy. Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat and drink 
  the body and blood of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, that we may live in him and he in us,  
  now and forever. Amen. 
 

 The Great Thanksgiving 
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
  give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace.  

  
     Gathered at the Lord’s table, and around our own, we remember with thanksgiving that  
    “in the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 
     Holy God, we long for Spirit,. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh 

in us. Awaken your people. Fill is with your light. Bring the gifts of peace and healing on 
earth. All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God Incarnate, Power of 
the Most High, one God, now and forever. Amen 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 P:   Lord, remember us in your love and teach us to pray. 
 C:    Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
     who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 P:   God’s love is poured out in Christ for you. Open yourselves to receive it.  
      
  [Share the bread with one another, saying, “The body of Christ, given for you.” Share the 

wine with one another saying, “The blood of Christ, shed for you.”] 
 
 

 
 

Post Communion Blessing  
 P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve you in his 

grace. 
 C:   Amen.  
 

Prayer after Communion       
 L:   Merciful God, in the stillness of our souls we listen for your voice to know again that you 

are God. Quiet our restless hearts with the knowledge that you are near us, keeping watch 
over your own. Rekindle our faith and light the lamp of hope within our hearts. Then take 
us by the hand into each day that lies ahead, for where you lead we can confidently go with 
Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.   

 
 
 

SENDING 
 

Benediction  
 P:   Now is the acceptable time. Now is the day of salvation. Holy God, speaking, spoken, and   
  inspiring, ☩bless you, unbind you, and send you in love and in peace. Amen. 
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Sending Hymn  “What Wondrous Love is This” ELW #666 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dismissal  
 L:   Be at peace. Christ is with you.  
 C: Thanks be to God! 
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  Congregational prayers for healing and comfort …  
   Mount Olive members who are ill, grieving, or recovering from injury.     

 Those sick, recovering, anxious, homebound, or grieving because of COVID 19.  

 All homebound members 
 

 
 

  We pray that the good news of Christ’s death and resurrection might be proclaimed through 

our companion congregations in Kijota, Tanzania and Bogota, Colombia.  Grant that their 

good works might shine in the darkness, bringing glory to God and blessing to all. 
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Worship Participants  

Preaching Pastor Intern Pastor Luke Hollander 

Presiding Minister Rev. Dr. Glenn Monson  

Organist Deacon Travis Beck 

Assisting Minister Jill Mickelson   

Welcome, Worship Guests! 
Thank you for joining us in online worship today. You are always  

welcome. You may also visit our website, www.molive.org, to learn 

about other ways you can be part of life at Mount Olive in this "exilic" 

time. Online classes, devotions, and suggestions for support and service are available to you 

as well. God's peace be yours. 

Mount Olive Staff 
Rev. Dr. Glenn Monson           Senior Pastor glenn@molive.org 

Rev. Lisa Janke Associate Pastor of Outreach lisa@molive.org 

Intern Luke Hollander Intern Pastor of Children, Youth, and Family luke@molive.org 

Deacon Travis Beck Director of Worship, Music, and Arts travis@molive.org 

Richard Bruxvoort Colligan Cantor of Olive Branch richard@molive.org  

Bill Hollander Congregational Administrator bill@molive.org 

Nancy Britson Director of Congregational Life nancy@molive.org 

Sherry Will Director of Missions and Service sherry@molive.org 

Carrie Fletcher Administrative Assistant/Nursery Coord. carrie@molive.org 
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Next Week’s Readings: 

Isaiah 50:4-9a  
The servant of the Lord 
submits to suffering 

Psalm 31:9-16  
Into your hands, O 
Lord, I commend 
my spirit.  

Philippians 2:5-11  
Humbled to the point 
of death on a cross 

Matthew 26:14--27:66  
The passion of the Lord 

Updates from our Ministry Partners 

Family Promise: 
Family Promise families are now staying at Bear Creek Apartments. The Family Promise Day 

Center will be used to quarantine family members if a family member is exposed to or  

infected with COVID-19. Because Family Promise will now be paying rent of $2000 monthly, 

monetary donations are especially welcome. You can also follow them on Facebook at  

Family Promise Rochester for other needs that they have. 

Making Masks for Medical Workers: 
Olmsted Medical Center (OMC) is asking for handmade fabric masks. The materials required 

are two 9x6 rectangles of 100% cotton and two 7" pieces of 1/4"-1/2" flat elastic. (ties may 

be used if elastic is unavailable). OMC recommends this video: https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=8Hon3XuHKv0&t as a tutorial for making masks. Please drop off finished masks at 

Olmsted Medical Center, Marketing and Foundation Offices, 102 Elton Hills Drive, Rochester 

between 8 AM and 12 PM, Monday through Friday. Contact Sherry Will at  

sherry@molive.org to let her know how many masks you donated. A pattern and more in-

formation is available on the front page of the Mount Olive website, www.molive.org.  

The Dorothy Day Hospitality House is closed until further notice. 

Offerings 
Your financial gifts will be more important than ever during this time.  If you do not already 

give automatically, you may contact Bill Hollander in the church office, to set this up.  You 

may also make a gift by clicking the green “Donate Now” button at the bottom of the 

church website homepage, or simply put a check in the mail. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D8Hon3XuHKv0%26t%26fbclid%3DIwAR2LElz6HJOVjxxnVWjm6HFlWwYKsxFyCygEAxCuAYO8V84FSFeY7Nja6cw&h=AT1myCr5f6z33Tk9ge5iivw_oshkjRTxQiFW-LsbSPV8uu-adEEHZVilrJFvE2JtV2_vZ7W5E4g1EB3V1Zkvf79v9WPPk
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D8Hon3XuHKv0%26t%26fbclid%3DIwAR2LElz6HJOVjxxnVWjm6HFlWwYKsxFyCygEAxCuAYO8V84FSFeY7Nja6cw&h=AT1myCr5f6z33Tk9ge5iivw_oshkjRTxQiFW-LsbSPV8uu-adEEHZVilrJFvE2JtV2_vZ7W5E4g1EB3V1Zkvf79v9WPPk
mailto:sherry@molive.org
http://www.molive.org
https://tinyurl.com/rthw634


If You Are In Need of Pastoral Care 
If you are having difficulty at this time of crisis, are in need of pastoral care, help with  

errands or meals, or simply would enjoy a friendly phone call on a regular basis, please 

contact the church office at 507-288-1580.  If you leave a message, we will return your 

call.  In-person pastoral visits will only be done in the case of emergencies.   

Sunday School Lessons Available 
Intern Pastor Luke will work with others to offer a weekly Sunday School lesson. We will 

look at a Bible story and do a craft/activity together using regular household items. This 

will come out as a video which can be accessed on our website:  

http://molive.org/index.php/children or the Mount Olive Facebook page. 

Connecting Helpers with Those in Need 
Several members have contacted the church office to say “how can I help?”. All members 

are encouraged to be caregivers for one another in this difficult time. Send cards, letters, 

and emails, and make calls to anyone you think of who might need encouragement. Offer 

to do errands for people who can’t get out or are afraid to do so or make a meal for a 

neighbor. To better facilitate connecting people, we have created a Google sheet for any-

one willing to be a resource. It will be monitored and as requests come in, we will connect 

those in need with those who are willing to help.  We’re calling it Mount Olive Ambassa-

dors for Christ and you can find it at this link: https://tinyurl.com/tga8yxu 

Hull Dining Hall Update 
Construction on the Dining Hall at Hull High 

School in Kijota, Tanzania has begun. The staff 

and students there, are so thankful to Mount 

Olive for the funds raised to begin construction 

on this much needed dining hall. Mount Olive 

has raised $26,000 of the $30,000 needed. We 

are so close. For more information contact 

Sherry Will at sherry@molive.org. 

http://molive.org/index.php/children
https://www.facebook.com/MountOliveRochester/
https://tinyurl.com/tga8yxu
mailto:sherry@molive.org

